2 Thes 3:5


is the emphatic or intensive use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “In fact.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”
 is the third person singular aorist active optative from the verb KATEUTHUNW, which means “to make straight, to lead, to direct.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which indicates an event that has not yet happened, but it is so certain to happen that it is regarded as if it has already happened.


The active voice indicates that indicates that the Lord produces the action of directing us.


The optative mood is voluntative, which expresses a wish.

 is the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article and noun KARDIA, meaning “your hearts.”  The biblical heart is a reference to the part of the soul in which the thinking of metabolized doctrine takes place.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “into the virtue-love of God.”
“In fact may the Lord direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God”
is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction/place from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, meaning “patience, endurance, steadfastness, perseverance.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning:
“and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.
2 Thes 3:5 corrected translation
“In fact may the Lord direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul continues his prayer, his wish, and his desire for the Thessalonians that two things may happen.


a.  That through the teaching of Bible doctrine from their right pastor they may learn all that God has provided for them regarding personal love for Himself and impersonal love for all mankind.


b.  And that they may also learn from the teaching of their pastor the patience, endurance, and perseverance of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  The phrase “direct your hearts” refers to the correct, accurate, and consistent teaching of the word of God based on its isagogics, categories, and exegesis.


a.  Your heart is the thinking part of the mentality of the soul.


b.  Your heart is not directed by your emotions but by thought.


c.  Your heart receives direction from others--those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher and the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  Your heart then directs your will into good or bad decisions for or against God’s plan, will, and purpose for your life.

3.  The most important thing that the Lord desires you to understand in the spiritual life is virtue-love.  Without this understanding you can never advance in the adult spiritual life, and if you never get to this point of understanding in your life, then you never make it to the adult spiritual life.  The adult spiritual life is where all the fun and happiness of the Christian life resides.  God wants you to have fun and happiness, but you can’t have it without the virtue and values of personal love for God and impersonal love for all mankind.

4.  The patience, endurance, and perseverance of our Lord Jesus Christ is the other side of the coin of virtue-love.


a.  1 Cor 13:4-8a says that “Love is patient, love is kind, is not jealous; love does not brag, is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never fails.”

b.  Patience is the ability to maintain your kindness, thoughtfulness, and considerateness of others even when they are angry, frustrated and blaming you for all their problems.


c.  Endurance is your ability to keep on using virtue-love as a problem solving device no matter how difficult other people in your life are toward you.


d.  Perseverance is your volition to keep on learning and applying metabolized doctrine no matter how horrible life becomes and how many people turn against you.


e.  This is the heritage, which our Lord Jesus Christ passed on to us as He endured with virtue-love the sufferings before and during His time on the Cross.  The judgment and sufferings of our Lord were the worst maltreatment ever suffered by a human being in the history of the world, but they were nothing compared to His bearing our sins on the Cross.  Through all of His mental and physical anguish, He kept using virtue-love as the essential problem solving device.  This is Paul’s wish for the Thessalonians and for you also as members of the royal family of God.
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