2 Thes 2:5


is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “no, not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb MNĒMONEUW, which means, “to remember.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Thessalonian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative which considers the reality of the question being asked.

is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and introducing the content of what should be remembered by the Thessalonians.

“Do you not remember that”
 is the adverb of time ETI, meaning “still, yet” plus the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I was.”

The present tense is a historical present in which the writer looks at the present state as if it were an historical event.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The participle is temporal, referring the action of the verb to an on going condition at a point of time in the past.  The phrase is translated “while I was still.”
 is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”
“while I was still with you...”
 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”
 is the first person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to speak, tell, communicate; hence, to teach.”

The imperfect tense is a progressive imperfect, which describes the action as continuing in past time.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
“I kept on telling these things to you?”
2 Thes 2:5 corrected translation
“Do you not remember that while I was still with you I kept on telling these things to you?”
Explanation:
1.  The most important point of this verse is that we as believers are not to be ignorant of doctrine.


a.  Ignorance of doctrine is completely inexcusable for believers.


b.  If we are positive, God is obligated and will provide correct Bible teaching.


c.  If e are negative, God is often gracious and continues to provide correct Bible teaching in spite of our rejection of it.


d.  “Do you not know” is a rhetorical question by Paul.  He does not expect an answer.  This is a mild, sarcastic rebuke of the Thessalonians for not remembering what he had taught them.


e.  Why didn’t they remember?  Because of their distraction from doctrine by their own negative volition, whether from emotional excitement about what Paul was teaching or from their boredom at having heard that before.  Both excitement and boredom can cause us to miss the point when doctrine is taught.  We must keep an even balance, which is called concentration.


f.  Paul knew that he had taught them these things, and had taught them thoroughly so that they would not be confused.  Yet, here it is less than two years since he first taught them about the Rapture, Tribulation, and Second Advent, and they have already forgotten most of what he taught and are confused about what they do remember.

2.  The second most important point in this passage is that doctrine must be repeated in order to be learned.


a.  This is true for any subject.  We cannot hear something once and truly say that we have learned it.


b.  Learning studies and retention rates have shown that eighty percent of what we learn is forgotten within a few weeks.  If we don’t think so, describe what you had for dinner fifteen days ago?  Or ask yourself what color clothes you wore seventeen days ago?  Or what does 1 Jn 4:19 say?

c.  Paul uses the present linear aktionsart of the verb LEGO, which means, “I kept on telling you these things over and over again.”  Paul didn’t teach this doctrine once or twice, but over and over again until the Thessalonians were sick of hearing it.


d.  They stopped listening, stopped concentrating; therefore, they stopped learning.  Now they are dazed and confused by the false teachers and falling apart all over the place.


e.  Paul’s rebuke is designed to shame the Thessalonians into sitting down, calming down, shutting up, and paying attention.  Of course they know that Paul kept on teaching them these doctrines.  However, they also know that they were not paying attention to what he was saying and now they are paying the price for it.

3.  Satan attacks those areas of doctrine on which he knows we are not concentrating.  God permits testing in those areas in which we have had plenty of doctrinal teaching.


a.  When these two areas combine, the negative believer is in deep trouble spiritually and does the only thing he knows to do—he runs to the pastor screaming, “My hair is on fire.  My hair is on fire.”  The arrogant negative believer glares at the pastor and says to himself and others, “Why didn’t you prepare me for this?” which is another form of “Why did you let this happen to me.”

b.  God does not want us to fail.  But sometimes He must test us in areas in which we are not prepared, in order to show us that we are not prepared.  This is the only way He can wake us up to our miserable spiritual condition.

4.  The most awful thing that can happen to us as believers is to stand before the judgment seat of Christ and have the Lord Jesus Christ look us in the eye and say, “Do you not know that while you were on earth my pastors kept on telling these things to you?”  If we can imagine that, then we can imagine exactly how the Thessalonians felt when they heard these words from the apostle Paul.

5.  God has given us everything to make us successful in the spiritual life; we are totally without excuse.  Lest we forget:


a.  We are born again and have God’s very own perfect imputed righteousness.


b.  We have been completely justified to live with God forever.


c.  We have our very own spiritual life.


d.  We have the privacy of our priesthood.


e.  We have the filling of the Holy Spirit.


f.  We have a human spirit, the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit, the provision of a right pastor, a completed canon of Scripture, in order to produce doctrine in our stream of consciousness.


g.  We have ten problem solving devices.


h.  We have two objectives of the spiritual life: spiritual growth and glorification of God.

i.  We are in union with Christ.


j.  We are indwelt by each member of the Trinity.


k.  We are royal ambassadors.


l.  We are royal priests.


m.  We are members of the royal family of God.


n.  We have blessings for time and eternity.


o.  We have direct access to the supreme court of heaven through prayer.


p.  We have eternal life and eternal security.
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