2 Thes 2:10


is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “with all or every” and the noun APATĒ, meaning “deception, deceitfulness, seduction” plus the ablative of source from the feminine singular noun ADIKIA, which means “wrongdoing; unrighteousness, wickedness, injustice.”  The entire phrase is translated “and with every deception from unrighteousness.”
is the dative of indirect object from the articular masculine plural present middle participle from the verb APOLLUMI, meaning “to be destroyed, to be ruined; of persons to be perishing, to die.”

The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun with a relative pronoun and is translated “to those who.”

The present tense is a futuristic present which denotes an event which has not yet occurred, but is regarded as so certain in thought that it may be contemplated as already coming to pass.


The middle voice is an indirect or dynamic middle, which lays stress on the unbelievers of the Tribulation as those producing the action.  They are destroying themselves by their faith in the man of lawlessness instead of the Lord Jesus Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

“and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing,”
is the preposition ANTI plus the ablative of cause from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, which means “because of which” which is equivalent to the meaning “because” as in Lk 1:20.
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ plus the objective genitive feminine singular from the article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “the love for the truth.”
is the objective negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb DECHOMAI, meaning “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a gnomic aorist, which describes a generally accepted fact or truth as fixed or certain in its character.


The middle voice is deponent, meaning that it is middle in form but active in meaning; hence, these unbelievers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose and result (a blending of purpose and result) from the neuter singular articular aorist passive infinitive from the verb SWZW, meaning “to be saved.”  With this we have the accusative subject of the infinitive from the masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun and functioning as the subject of the infinitive, translated “they.”

The preposition EIS plus the infinitive is one of the many ways in Greek of introducing a purpose clause or a result clause; here we have a result clause.  Therefore the translation should be “so that they might be saved.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole all the offers of salvation to these unbelievers during the entire Tribulation.


The passive voice indicates that these unbelievers receive the action of not being saved because they refuse to believe the truth that the only means of salvation is faith alone in Christ alone.


The infinitive is used with the preposition EIS to introduce a result clause.

“because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.”
2 Thes 2:10 corrected translation
“and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.”
Explanation:
1.  The man of lawlessness is able to deceive the unbelievers of the Tribulation because they reject the truth.


a.  There are two ways of being deceived in life.



(1)  We are deceived when we reject the truth.  We cannot be deceived until we reject the truth.



(2)  We deceive ourselves because we have rejected the truth.


b.  Example—the woman in the garden.  Arrogance produces self-deception, and self-deception makes being deceived by others easy.  The arrogance of the woman was that she wanted to be as smart as God.  Satan told her that she would be.  She convinced herself that this was true.  She rejected the truth that God had infinite wisdom and deceived herself into thinking that she could be as wise as God.


c.  Unbelievers in the Tribulation reject the gospel.  Therefore, they deceive themselves into thinking that the man of lawlessness is God on earth.  Consequently, they believe all of his lies, all his miracles, all his falsehood, and all his deception.

2.  People are not deceived by others until they first deceive themselves.


a.  We are all born with built in self-deception.  The arrogance skills are the principle function of the sin nature to motivate and justify sin.  Self-deception is a part of the function of the sin nature.


b.  Self-deception is one of arrogance skills; the others being self-justification, self-gratification, and self-absorption.


c.  The arrogance skills are the first thinking skills we learn in life; and we all use them for the rest of our lives.


d.  Arrogance produces self-deception, irrationality, loss of personal identity, divorcement from reality, so that we become psychotic or neurotic.


e.  One of the main purposes of learning doctrine is to replace the arrogance skills as a system of thinking with the thinking of God circulating in our thoughts and the spiritual problem solving devices as the method of thinking.


f.  We deceive ourselves in many ways.



(1)  By thinking we are not sinning.



(2)  By rationalizing our actions.



(3)  By denying we have done anything wrong.



(4)  By blaming others or projection of our wrong on others.



(5)  By rejection of authority.



(6)  By rejection of God’s word.



(7)  By thinking we are better or worse than others.

3.  Self-deception is created by arrogance and in turn creates fear, worry, anxiety, and self-induced misery.  Pressure from our loved ones, friends, and peers often results in irrational self-deception, which produces the emotional revolt of the soul.

4.  The defense mechanisms of self-deception.


a.  Repression is a defense mechanism of self-deception in which the believer fails to take the responsibility for his own decisions related to sin, dead works, and evil.


b.  Rationalization is a defense mechanism of self-deception, which becomes a self-serving system of self-justification, the modus operandi of giving wrong and false explanations of our motives and behavior.


c.  Dissociation is a defense mechanism of self-deception in which the believer covers or alters the integrity functions of self-awareness, often pretending a memory lapse.  We make our self-awareness fit our self-deception.


d.  Denial is a defense mechanism of self-deception in which a believer fails to acknowledge his flaws, failures, or sins, which are apparent to others.  This includes denial and rejection of the rebound technique (1 Jn 1:9).  The result is reinforced self-justification, called projection, in which the believer has buried all his bad decisions and falsely attributes to others his own sins, failures, and flaws, which accumulate garbage in his own self-consciousness.



(1)  This system of thinking feeds the self-consciousness with the garbage of the soul.  We see in others the cause of all problems.  Every aspect of failure involves distorted thinking, thinking in terms of self-absorption, self-deception, and self-justification.  We think there is nothing wrong with us; therefore, there is nothing to rebound.



(2)  We do not look at our own sins and failures as anything but the mere expression of our self-justification.  Any thought with regard to the situation creates anger reaction.  We justify our own bitterness and anger.  We never think of anger in terms of sin.  We think of anger in terms of, “I’m right.  Why shouldn’t I be angry?”  This quickly leads to vindictiveness, hatred, implacability, malice, and revenge.



(3)  Denial is always self-deception because it divorces the believer from spiritual reality and the teaching of Bible doctrine.



(4)  In self-deception, we fail to recognize that we have caused some of the problem between ourselves and others.



(5)  Self-deception produces a hatred that is so great, it often resembles insanity.

5.  Self-deception makes us loathe ourselves.  This motivates us to go to others and complain.

6.  Bitterness is the number one system of self-deception.  It results from reaction to people, situations, circumstances, and environment in life.  It is a sign of having our eyes on people rather than on the Lord.  Bitter people always lie to themselves.  They never tell the truth to themselves and never tell the truth to others who are willing to listen to them, and so contaminate others around them.

7.  Unrealistic expectation of others is self-deception.  No one can live up to our unrealistic expectations of them.  But we deceive ourselves into thinking that they can when we make a role model out of them.  Then when they don’t live up to our expectations, we blame them and justify ourselves for rejecting them.  We justify the use of any form of sin and evil coercion to bring other people into line with our expectations.

8.  Self-deception is the great problem of the so-called “free spirit.”  This person is always looking for happiness, but the more they seek happiness, the more it eludes them.  We are not happy because we are free to do what we want.  We are happy because we willingly use our volition to bring ourselves under the authority of the word of God.

9.  1 Jn 1:8 “If we say that we have no sin [self-justification], we are deceiving ourselves [self-deception], and the truth is not in us.”
10.  The application of metabolized doctrine in the stream of consciousness to experience provides self-analysis rather than self-deception.

11.  Satan’s self-deception is that the assumption that his creative genius and maximum evil power combined with creature admiration will somehow overcome God in human history.  He attempts to prove this through the function of the man of lawlessness.

12.  Self-deception ignores the principle of Gal 6:7, “Stop deceiving yourself.  God is not mocked.  Whatever a person sows, that will he also reap.”
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