2 Thes 1:6


 is the subordinating conjunction EIPER, which means “if indeed, if after all, since.”
Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, translated “[it is].”
 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective DIKAIOS, which means “upright, righteous, good; just, right; proper; fair, honest; innocent.”  Here it means “a righteous or just thing.”
 is the preposition PARA plus the locative of place/sphere from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “before God.”  It is also used figuratively meaning “before someone’s judgment seat; in the sight or judgment of God.”
“since [it is] a just thing in the judgment of God”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb ANTAPODIDWMI, which means “to repay; return.”

The infinitive is an ascriptive infinitive, in which the infinitive is used as a noun.  Here it acts as the subject of the clause, which follows.

 is the dative indirect object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb THIBW, which means “to press hard, to crush; to oppress, afflict.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “to those who.”

The present tense is customary present to describe that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers under suffering for blessing produce the action of being pressed hard by affliction.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun THLIPSIS, meaning “trouble, distress; pressure, affliction, suffering.”
“to pay back suffering to those who oppress you”
2 Thes 1:6 corrected translation
“since [it is] a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you”
Explanation:
1.  The sentence so far reads as follows, “We are obligated to give thanks to God at all times concerning you, brethren, as is proper, because your doctrinal understanding is growing beyond all expectations and the virtue-love of each one of all of you toward one another keeps on increasing, so that we ourselves boast about you concerning your perseverance and doctrine in all your persecutions and afflictions, which afflictions you are enduring, evidence of the righteous judgment of God, with the result that you have been considered worthy of the kingdom of God (because of which kingdom certainly you are suffering, since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you...”
2.  Our verse is a subordinate clause to the idea begun in verse five “evidence of the righteous judgment of God.”  Paul inserts two small digressions after this phrase and then comes back to his subject in our verse.  Paul’s thought without the digressions is “The afflictions which you are enduring are evidence of the righteous judgment of God, since it is a just thing in the judgment of God to pay back suffering to those who oppress you.”
3.  This gives us the most dramatic and astounding answer to why God permits suffering.  He does so in order that He may demonstrate His righteousness and His justice to those who are unjust to others.


a.  In eternity past, after the creation of the angels, Satan committed the first sin, the sin of arrogance—“I will be like the Most High God.”

b.  Satan was permitted to persuade one third of the angels in heaven to rebel against God.  They wanted their freedom from the authority of God.


c.  When God brought the fallen angels to trial, Satan acted as their defense attorney and lost the case.


d.  God sentenced Satan and the fallen angels to an eternal lake of fire.


e.  Satan appealed the case.


f.  God in His fairness granted the appeal and to prove the justice of His judgment, God created human history and mankind to demonstrate to Satan that God was fair and right in His judgment.


g.  As a part of this appeal trial, the fairness, justice and righteousness of God is constantly being slandered by Satan.


h.  To demonstrate His justice, God must prove that He is fair, just, and right.


i.  God does this by permitting the good, the fair, the honest, the just, the righteous man to suffer pressure, affliction, oppression, injustice, and unrighteousness from those who are against God, whether Satan and the fallen angels, unbelievers, or degenerate believers.


j.  The test is whether or not the righteous man will strike back through revenge or depend on the justice and fairness of God.


k.  If the righteous man does not take revenge, then the justice of God is free to go into action and cause perfect suffering, oppression, pressure, and affliction to those who do these things to others.


l.  This is a demonstration before Satan and all the fallen angels in their appeal trial that God is fair, right, and just.


m.  This frees the justice of God to bring maximum divine punishment and judgment on those who are evil in the world.


n.  Whenever the unbeliever, carnal believer, or degenerate believer is disciplined by the justice of God, it is a vindication of the justice of God.


o.  Therefore, God permits suffering so He can bring divine revenge on those who cause the suffering.  They are already antagonistic to God, but it would be unfair for God to punish them just because they don’t happen to like God.  That would be unfair of God and an abuse of His authority.  Therefore, He permits them to cause suffering to others so He can clobber them.

4.  Scripture.

Gen 4:15 “So the Lord said to him, “Therefore whoever kills Cain, vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold.”  And the Lord appointed a sign for Cain, lest anyone finding him should slay him. 

Lev 9:18 ‘You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord. 

Dt 32:35 ‘Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, in due time their foot will slip; for the day of their calamity is near, and the impending things are hastening upon them.’ 

Dt 32:41 “If I sharpen My flashing sword, and My hand takes hold on justice, I will render vengeance on My adversaries, and I will repay those who hate Me. 

Dt 32:43 “Rejoice, O nations, with His people; for He will avenge the blood of His servants, And will render vengeance on His adversaries, and will atone for His land {and} His people.” 

Ps 18:47 “The God who executes vengeance for me, and subdues peoples under me. 

Ps58:10 “The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; He will wash his feet in the blood of the wicked. 

Ps 94:1 “O Lord, God of vengeance; God of vengeance, shine forth! 

Isa 34:8 “For the Lord has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of Zion. 

Isa 35:4 “Say to those with anxious heart, “Take courage, fear not.  Behold, your God will come with vengeance; the recompense of God will come, but He will save you.” 

Isa 59:17 “And He put on righteousness like a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation on His head; And He put on garments of vengeance for clothing, and wrapped Himself with zeal as a mantle. 

Jer 11:20 “But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously, Who tries the feelings and the heart, let me see Your vengeance on them, for to Thee have I committed my cause.

Jer 15:15 “You who know, O Lord, remember me, take notice of me, and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.  Do not, in view of Your patience, take me away; know that for Your sake I endure reproach. 

Jer 20:12 “Yet, O Lord of hosts, You who dost test the righteous, Who sees the mind and the heart; let me see Your vengeance on them; for to You I have set forth my cause. 

Ezek 25:17 “And I will execute great vengeance on them with wrathful rebukes; and they will know that I am the Lord when I lay My vengeance on them.”
Nah 1:2 “A jealous and avenging God is the Lord; the Lord is avenging and wrathful.  The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies. 

Rom 12:19 “Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath {of God,} for it is written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. 

Heb 10:30 “For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 
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