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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A.  Canonicity of the Epistle.


1.  The first Church Father to actually talk about the epistle was Origen, about 250 A.D., and he says that the epistle was not known until his time and that some Christians had doubts about the authenticity of the epistle.


2.  The oldest manuscript we have is the Bodmer papyrus (p72) which was written between 275-325 A.D.


3.  A book was written between 150-170 A.D. called The Apocalypse of Peter, which is not part of the Canon of the NT, which quotes from 2 Peter.  This tells us that 2 Peter is at least older than 150 A.D.


4.  The phrase “the day of the Lord is as a thousand years” found in 2 Peter is also used by Irenaeus who died before 190 A.D., but Irenaeus doesn’t say who he quotes from, and this was a popular expression in Chiliasm writing (which said that the world would last 6000 years), therefore, not necessarily from Peter.


5.  More convincing is the fact that the thoughts, language used, and some similarities in style prove that the author of 2 Peter was the same man who wrote or dictated 1 Peter.


6.  The epistle was accepted by most of the Church from at least the time of Eusebius’  history of the Christian Church in 325 A.D.  The reason for such late acceptance was the fact the epistle was not well known or widely circulated in the early church and the fact that the style of writing of 2 Peter is so much different than 1 Peter.


7.  There is no evidence from any part of the early Church that this letter was ever rejected as spurious, in spite of the hesitancy which existed over its reception.

B.  Authorship.


1.  The epistle clearly states in the first verse that the author is Peter, the apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ.


2.  2 Pet 3:1, “This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you...” indicates that this is Peter writing a second time.

C.  Purpose.  Paul is apparently now dead, and Peter knows he is about to die.  False teachers have begun their attack on the Gentile Christians in Asia Minor.  Peter writes to refute their false teaching, 2 Pet 2:1, 2 Pet 3:3-4.

D.  Destination.  The epistle was a circular letter to various districts in Asia Minor as mentioned in the first letter.

E.  The Recipients.


1.  The recipients of the epistle were economically prosperous with the majority of the church drawn from the working classes.  There were both slaves and freemen in the church with a mixture of social status.


2.  The majority of the recipients were Gentiles, but as with all the churches there was a mixture of Jews and Gentiles.

F.  Date.  After Paul’s death in 68 A.D. and prior to the fall of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.


1.  From 1 Peter, it is most probable that both Mark and Silvanus could not possibly have 

been in Rome till after the death of Paul, which occurred in 68 AD.  Paul asked Timothy to bring Mark with him 2 Tim 4:11.


2.  1 Peter shows that the author had definite knowledge of the epistle to the Ephesians, which means that 1 Peter had to be written after Paul’s first Roman imprisonment 62-64 A.D. and this letter was Peter s second letter to this same group of Christians in Asia Minor.

G.  The Place of Writing: Probably Rome.


1.  Peter states in 2 Pet 1:14, “knowing that the laying aside of my tabernacle [human body] is imminent...”


2.  The Roman martyrdom of Peter is attested by Gaius, Tertullian, and Porphyrius, and especially by Dionysius of Corinth (whom Jerome says lived during the reign of Marcus Aurelius and Commodus), who says that both Paul and Peter perished “about the same time.”


3.  Therefore, it was probably written from Rome just prior to Peter s death.


