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 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ELEUTHERIA, which means “freedom.”
is the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “to them” and refers to those believers who listen to the teaching of the false teachers.

is the nominative of explanation from the masculine plural present deponent middle participle from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “to promise.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on as a part of the teaching of the false teachers.


The middle voice is deponent, meaning that it is middle in form but active in meaning, the false teaching producing the action of promising freedom to those who listen to it. 

The participle is circumstantial.

“promising to them freedom”
is the nominative subject from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “themselves.”
 is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun DOULOS, meaning “slaves.”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb HUPARCHW, which means “to exist.”  However, in the Hellenistic Greek this verb was used extensively in the place of EIMI and as a participle took a predicate noun, which is exactly the construction we have here.


The present tense is a static present for a condition which perpetually exists—these false teachers are slaves to the sin nature and this condition will perpetually exist as long as they fail to believe in Christ.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of being slaves to their sin natures.


The participle is temporal and coterminous with the action of the main verb.  It is translated, “while they themselves are slaves.”
is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun PHTHORA, which means “ruin, destruction, dissolution, deterioration, corruption,” but it is also used of moral and religious depravity.  Peter used this same word in verse 12 to describe these false teachers.

“while they themselves are slaves of depravity;”
 is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “for” which introduces an explanation.  With this we have the instrumental of means from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “by what.”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite relative pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”
 is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb HĒSSAOMAI, which means “to be defeated, to succumb.”  (Yes, the root is HĒSS and the form of the perfect tense is HĒTT.)

The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect to bring the past completed action of allowing the sin nature to control the life vividly and dramatically into the present to indicate that the results of that sin nature control are still going on now.


The passive voice indicates that these false teachers receive the action of being defeated in their souls by the function of their sin nature.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of reality.

“for by what anyone is defeated,”
 is the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “by this.”
 is the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb DOULOW, which means in the passive “to be enslaved.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect which places emphasis on the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that these false teachers receive the action of being enslaved by their old sin natures.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 “by this he has been enslaved.”
2 Pet 2:19 corrected translation
“promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter gives us one of the major tenets of the false teachers’ teaching—they promise freedom to those who listen to them.


a.  The problem is that the freedom they offer is in fact slavery to control by the sin nature.


b.  False teachers proclaim that mankind, to be truly free, must be free from any kind of control or restraints.  They say we should be free to do what we want.


c.  Their freedom is so-called freedom from any kind of authority.  They regard any authority as an attack on creature freedom.


d.  Of course, this is exactly one of Satan’s arguments before God.  Satan says, “You have given me a free will and so I should be completely free to do, say, or think anything I want without You interfering.”  In essence, Satan is arguing that since You made me free, then I have a right to do whatever I want without having to answer to You, God.


e.  False teachers teach the same thing in different words.  They say that God has given us the freedom to be ourselves, to do what is best for us, to exercise our free will without restraint.


f.  False teachers oppose any authority over the free will, while at the same time being dictators to their congregations and trying to control everything in their church.


g.  Peter emphasizes here that these false teachers make promises they cannot fulfill.



(1)  Only God can promise freedom and then deliver on the promise.



(2)  False teachers promise freedom, but can only deliver slavery to the old sin nature.


h.  False teachers promise you freedom if you will just follow them and do what they say.  They have already put you under their control and taken your freedom away.

2.  False teachers, or any unbeliever for that matter, are slaves to their old sin nature.  The concept of slavery to the old sin nature is taught throughout the New Testament.


a.  Rom 6:6, “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin;”  The word “sin” in the singular almost always refers to the old sin nature, especially in the book of Romans.


b.  Rom 6:16, “Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin [the OSN] resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?”

c.  Rom 6:17, “But thanks be to God that though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient from the heart to that form of teaching to which you were committed,”

d.  Rom 6:18, “and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.”

e.  Rom 6:19, “I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.”

f.  Rom 6:20, “For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.”

g.  Rom 16:18, “For such men [false teachers] are slaves, not of our Lord Christ [they are unbelievers] but of their own appetites [emotions, lust pattern]; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”

h.  1 Cor 7:23, “You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men [false teachers].”
3.  There is a battle being waged daily in your soul between God the Holy Spirit and the old sin nature.


a.  God the Holy Spirit uses the gospel, the word of God as His ammunition.  The old sin nature uses the doctrine of demons of the false teachers as its weapon.


b.  Whoever wins depends upon with whom you agree.


c.  If you agree with the old sin nature, then you are defeated by the sin nature and remain a slave to its lusts, its desires, its needs, its control.


d.  If you agree with God the Holy Spirit, then God sets you free from the control of the sin nature, so that you can come under the authority and control of the word of God from your own free will.


e.  This is the purpose of the angel conflict, in order to demonstrate to Satan and all the fallen angels that a creature can have free will and decide to do what God wants him to do and then do it.  Satan says no creature is truly free, but we are all slaves to our own wants and desires because God created us with these wants and desires.  Satan blames God for creating him with the want and desire to replace God and refuses to take the responsibility for his own wants and desires.


f.  You can be a slave to yourself or you can be free and chose to be a slave to God—the choice is yours.  God wants you to be free, free to serve Him from your own free will.  God does not coerce you or force you to do this.  That is why evil exists in the world.


g.  We are all born under the concept of total depravity.  Total depravity means you are totally separated from God at the point of physical birth because of the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the genetically formed old sin nature.  This imputation activates the function of the sin nature, making us spiritually dead.  In spiritual death, we are totally separated from God and totally helpless to do anything about it.  This is total depravity.


h.  As unbelievers, we are all born totally depraved.  For those who fail to believe in Christ, they remain in total depravity all of their lives.  Their only solution is personal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for deliverance from their total depravity.


i.  The false teachers mentioned here are still in total depravity, which means they are still unbelievers.  Hence, they are still in slavery to their old sin natures.  God the Holy Spirit has presented the gospel to them many times in common grace—grace which is common to all mankind—but they have refused to believe the truth.  Therefore, they are defeated by the sin nature and chose to remain slaves to it.


j.  Believers who sin and reject the rebound technique as the only solution to personal sin come once again under the control of their sin nature and remain slaves to it as long as they refuse to acknowledge or name that sin to God the Father.  Having been set free by personal faith in Christ, they have used their own free will to return to the slavery of their sin nature.

k.  The false teachers offer freedom from this slavery to the sin nature, while they themselves remain slaves to it, and the freedom they offer is only a disguise for returning to slavery to the sin nature.
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