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is the nominative subject from the masculine singular nouns SUMEWN and PETROS, which are translated “Simon Peter.”

1.  The noun SUMEWN is the Semitic name  (shin, hireq, mem, schwa, ayin, holem waw, final nun) “Simon” (for which the similar-sounding genuine Greek name  is sometimes substituted).  The Hebrew name means “doubtful.”

2.  Several people in the Bible have this name:



a.  One of the sons of Jacob was named Simeon.



b.  One of the men in the line of our Lord was named Simeon, Lk 3:30 (he was eight in the line down from David or 33rd in the line up from our Lord.)



c.  A devout old man in Jerusalem was named Simeon, Lk 2:25,34.



d.  A man named Simeon, surnamed Niger, is listed with other teachers and prophets of the church in Antioch, Acts 13:1.



e.  This was the original name of the apostle Peter, as mentioned by James, the Lord’s half brother, the pastor of the Jerusalem church, in Acts 15:14 in his speech about how Peter was told to evangelize the Gentiles as well as the Jews with the gospel after Paul came to Jerusalem the first time to relate all he had been doing among the Gentiles.


3.  The name SIMON was found frequently among the Greeks and the Jews.



a.  Several men in the N.T. are named Simon.




(1)  Peter, one of the twelve disciples of our Lord.




(2)  Another of the twelve disciples was Simon the Cananaean (not Canaanite).  The word Cananaean is an Aramaic word which means “enthusiast, zealot.”  It is used in Mt 10:4 and Mk 3:18, but is called by Luke in his writings “Simon the Zealot,” Lk 6:15; Acts 1:13.




(3)  One of the brothers of Jesus was named Simon, Mt 13:55.




(4)  Simon of Cyrene, who was pressed into service to carry Jesus’ cross to the place of execution, Mt 27:32; Mk 15:21; Lk 23:26.  Cyrene was the capital city of the North African district of Cyrenaica, a part of Libya.  It was a senatorial province ruled by a proconsul.  It was an old Greek colony in which many Jews settled.




(5)  Simon the leper, the owner of a house in Bethany on the Mount of Olives.  When our Lord paid him a visit just before His death our Lord was anointed for burial by a young woman, Mt 26:6; Mk 14:3.




(6)  The father of Judas Iscariot was named Simon, Jn 6:71; 13:2,26.




(7)  A Pharisee named Simon invited our Lord to his home for dinner, where a woman anointed our Lord’s feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair, Lk 7:40ff.




(8)  Simon was the name of a tanner in Joppa whom Peter stayed with for a while, Acts 9:43; 10:6,17,32.




(9)  Simon the magician, Acts 8:9, 13, 18, 24.



b.  It seems that SIMON became the Hellenized form of SIMEWN.  Therefore, when James, the pastor of the Jerusalem church addresses the legalistic Jews of his congregation to accept the fact that God wanted the Gentiles to be evangelized as well as the Jews, he appealed for his proof to what God had told the Jew “Simeon Peter” to do, just as the Jew Paul was now doing.



c.  So Peter used this Jewish spelling of his name to emphasize that he is a former Jew now speaking to Jews and Gentiles everywhere.



d.  Peter is very much aware of the fact that he is in union with Christ and therefore there is no longer any racial distinction between Jew and Gentile among Christians.



e.  Peter is also aware of the fact that Judaizers were the ones causing all the trouble amongst the churches in Asia Minor to whom he is writing.



f.  Peter is also aware that now that Paul is dead, he has a responsibility for these Gentile Christian churches as an apostle just as Paul had a responsibility for the care of all the churches as a part of his spiritual gift of apostleship.



g.  So Peter makes an issue of his Jewish name to throw the Jewishness of the Judaizers back in their face by saying, “I am just as much a Jew as you Judaizers are, but that is not the issue.  I am also “Peter, the slave and apostle of Jesus Christ.”

4.  The Greek word PETROS means “stone” and is the translation of the Aramaic word  which is the equivalent of the Greek transliteration , which is found in Jn 1:42 cf. Mt 16:18 and is Paul’s name for Peter in all of his writings except Gal 2:7-8.  It not used as a person’s name prior to our Lord giving this name to Peter.  The Greek word  is a symbol of imperturbability, firmness.



a.  There is much debate as to why our Lord gave Simon the name Peter, Mt 16:18.



b.  When you consider Peter’s failure to pray with our Lord in Gethsemane, his denial of the Lord three times, his unsuccessful attempt at walking on water and his conduct at Antioch when he became very legalistic, you don’t think of Peter in terms of firm belief in the doctrine provided to him.



c.  Yet in spite of Peter’s many failures, he was the first of the disciples to recognize the deity of the Lord, Lk 5:8, and the first to recognize that Jesus was the Messiah, Mt 16:16.



d.  Therefore, when our Lord gave Simon the new name of Peter, He was recognizing his faith in His person.

 is the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular nouns DOULOS, meaning “slave” and the noun APOSTOLOS, meaning “commander.”  These two nouns are connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”

1.  Peter emphasizes two aspects of who and what he is.  On the one hand is the slave of Jesus Christ, and on the other hand he is the commander for Jesus Christ.  The absence of the article in Greek lays great emphasis on the high quality of both this slavery and function as a commander.


2.  These two aspects are two sides of the same coin.



a.  Peter has been given the greatest authority in the Church Age as an apostle; for the apostles were in charge of all the churches, 2 Cor 1:28, “Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches.”


b.  But along with this great authority came that fact that Peter was also under the ultimate authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.


3.  In this epistle, Peter is going to discuss the problem of false teachers and mockers who have invaded the local churches in Asia Minor and will continue to do so in the future.  These false teachers are the same Judaizers who followed Paul around and tried to get the Gentile Christians to follow the teachings of the Mosaic Law.



a.  2 Pet 2:1, “But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.”


b.  2 Pet 3:3, “Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts.”

4.  In order to combat these false teachers, Peter must establish the fact that he was a Jew also, that now he is a Christian, so that race is not an issue, and that he has the delegated authority from the Lord Jesus Christ to teach the absolute truth of the word of God.  He does all this with his introduction of himself as “Simon Peter, the slave and apostle of Jesus Christ.”
 is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper names “IĒSOUS” and “CHRISTOS.”  It is translated “of Jesus Christ.”
“Simon Peter, the slave and apostle of Jesus Christ,”
 is the articular dative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb LAGCHANW, which means “to receive or obtain by divine will.”

The article is used as a demonstrative and relative pronoun and is translated “to those who.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which places emphasis on the conclusion or the results of the completed action.  Here the action is faith in Christ and the results are the imputation of divine righteousness.


The active voice indicates that the recipients of this letter, all Church Age believers, produce the action of receiving or obtaining something by divine will.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective ISOTIMOS, which means “equal in value, of the same kind; hence, equivalent.”  This adjective modifies or describes the kind of faith found in the feminine singular noun PISTIS, which is coming up.

is the dative indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to us.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, meaning “faith, doctrine.”  Here it is used in the active sense meaning “faith” and referring to the act of belief in something.

“to those who have received an equivalent faith to us”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “in the righteousness.”  The absence of the article indicates that is the highest quality of righteousness.

 is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS with the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our God.”
is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun SWTĒR, which means “savior, deliverer, preserver” and is used as a title for divinities.  This title is also used for the Lord Jesus Christ in Lk 2:11; Acts 13:23; Phil 3:20; Acts 5:31; Eph 5:23; Jn 4:42; 1 Jn 4:14; 2 Tim 1:10; Tit 1:4, 3:6, 2:13; 2 Pet 1:11, 2:20; 3:18.

is the appositional genitive from the two masculine singular proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, translated “Jesus Christ.”
“in the righteousness of our God even savior Jesus Christ.”
2 Pet 1:1 corrected translation
“Simon Peter, the slave and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received an equivalent faith to us in the righteousness of our God even savior Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  Peter opens his letter with two purposes in mind.


a.  To identify himself as the true author of this letter and remind his readers of his position with relationship to Christ as both an obedient slave and commander of troops.


b.  To identify his readers as those who are also believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  All communicators of doctrine are slaves of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Any man with a communication gift of pastor-teacher, evangelist, or missionary, who has a passion for the word of God, is a slave to the word of God.


a.  You cannot have a passion for the word of God and be disobedient to its teachings.


b.  You cannot have a passion for the word of God and neglect its study.


c.  You cannot have a passion for the word of God and allow the sin nature to control your life.


d.  You cannot have a passion for the word of God and not live the spiritual life God has designed for you.


e.  You cannot have a passion for the word of God and not be motivated to study and communicate its teachings.


f.  God has designed communicators of His word to be slaves to His word.  This calls for an abnormal life and dedication to study.


g.  The word of God must be taught with absolute accuracy.  There is no room for error even though communicators do make errors.  Therefore, the subject being taught must be mastered, so that no point is overlooked, forgotten, or disregarded.  This requires slavery to studying on a daily basis.


h.  Any communicator with a passion for the word of God will therefore have a passion for studying the word of God.  If you don’t have a passion for studying, then either you don’t have a communication gift or you have negative volition to the word of God.

3.  All communicators of doctrine have delegated authority from the Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  This authority gives you the right to communicate the word of God with absolute, dogmatic authority.


b.  Communicators who habitually say, “Well, it might be this or it might be that” either do not have a communication gift or are too lazy to dig out the right answer.


c.  There are times and places where some things are very difficult to understand, but the Bible was meant to be clearly understood and taught with dogmatic authority.


d.  God is absolute and deals in absolutes.  Therefore, His word must be taught with absolute dogmatism.  Anything less than this is spiritual dishonesty.


e.  The communicator’s authority is his right to tell the truth of the word of God with dogmatic authority.  He does not have the right to run your life or bully you into a course of action from the pulpit.


f.  The pastor has the right to make the issues of Bible doctrine clear to those who listen to him.  He does not have the right to make decisions for them or tell them what they should or should not do.

4.  The phrase “to those who have received an equivalent faith to us in the righteousness of our God” is a reference to believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.


a.  This phrase can be broken down easily into its three component parts.



(1)  The subject is “to those who” and refers to all those human beings out the mass of mankind who have done something.



(2)  The action the subject has produced is to “have received.”


(3)  The object of the action is “an equivalent faith in the righteousness of God.”

b.  Faith here is not the faith, which we have at salvation, but the belief in the teaching of the word of God, which develops after salvation.  Peter is not talking about our non-meritorious faith in Christ, which results in the reception of the imputation of the righteousness of God at salvation.  Peter is talking about the positive volition to the teaching of the word of God, which these believers have had since salvation, which has resulted in their belief in God’s righteousness.


c.  Peter is addressing his remarks to those believers who have now gained as great a belief in the righteousness of God as he has as an apostle.


d.  How does a person gain a belief in the righteousness of God?  By listening to the consistent, accurate teaching about the righteousness of God.


e.  So what is faith in the righteousness of God?



(1)  Faith in the righteousness of God is the belief that God is right in all that He says and does.



(2)  To have faith in the righteousness of God, we must understand the righteousness of God.


f.  The righteousness of God is His infinite and absolute perfection.  God is inherently right in all that He thinks and does.


g.  Righteousness is perfection belonging to the nature of God.



(1)  There is no greater attribute by which God can make a promise, Ps 89:35, “Once have I sworn by My holiness, that I will not lie to David.”  Amos 4:2, “The Lord will swear by His holiness.”  God takes the attribute of His essence most important to Him, most valued by Him, as though no other attribute could give as good an assurance, and makes a pledge for the assurance of his promise.  God having no greater than Himself, swears by Himself, and swearing here by His righteousness, since that attribute is more sacred to Him than all the others.



(2)  Righteousness in God demands righteousness in us, “Be holy as I am holy.”  We are never commanded to copy any other attribute of God.  We cannot copy any other attribute of God.  We can have impersonal love for others through the filling of the Spirit, but we cannot love absolutely as God does.  We will never have the sovereignty, eternal life (we have everlasting life), justice, omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, immutability, or the absolute eternal veracity that God has.  But God demands that we have His righteousness, and so He gives it to us through faith alone in Christ alone.  God selected the greatest, the highest, the most important of all His divine attributes and selected that one to give to us.



(3)  God’s holiness is made up of His perfect righteousness and justice.  The two always go together.  God’s righteousness is the essential glory of His nature.  God is only absolutely holy; it is the peculiar glory of His nature.  There is none good but God, so there is none holy but God.  Righteousness is the substance of God.  He is righteous or holy from Himself.  The highest created purity, if set in parallel with God, is but impurity and uncleanness, Rev 15:4, “You only are holy.”


(4)  The righteousness of God means that His every action is free from any taint of sin or evil.  God can have nothing to do with sin or evil.  He cannot create sin or evil, cannot sponsor sin or evil, cannot be in the presence of sin or evil.  The holiness of God is perfect and unpolluted freedom from all evil.  God is so holy, that He cannot possibly approve of any evil done by another, but perfectly abhors it.  God not only loves what is just, but abhors with a perfect hatred all things contrary to righteousness.  God is so holy, that He cannot positively will or encourage sin in any creature.  Satan was not created with the desire to sin; he develops this by himself.  Satan was created with free will, but this does not make God the author of sin in the creature.  God gave His perfect creature Satan a free will because of God’s great love for Satan, not so that Satan could use His God given free will to sin against God.



(5)  God loves His perfect righteousness, Ps 11:7, “The righteous Lord loves righteousness.”  God is so holy, that He cannot but love holiness in others.


h.  The righteousness of God is His infinite integrity acting toward others.  God’s righteousness is perfect; therefore it demands perfect righteousness in His creatures.  His judgments are perfect, therefore demanding perfection.  Perfect righteousness demands Bible doctrine in the soul to understand His essence.


i.  The righteousness of God demands perfect justice at all times; therefore, the justice of God administers the penalty which righteousness demands.


j.  God reveals His divine love for His perfect righteousness in the function of His perfect justice.  In perfect righteousness divine love exists, but in justice divine love is expressed.


k.  In the function of the essence of God divine perfect righteousness and justice always precede divine love.  God cannot love personally that which is not perfect.


l.  God is not arbitrary in any way.  Integrity demands integrity.  Perfect righteousness demands perfect righteousness.  Justice demands justice.  God’s nature cannot change; we must change.  He must demand righteousness and justice (integrity) and punish both sin and evil as long as He is what He is.


m.  God’s penalties are not vindictive, but vindicating to His essence and person.  With unchangeable sin and evil there is unchangeable condemnation and judgment.  But in grace God provided through salvation all that He demands.  And through Bible doctrine and the rebound technique, sin is handled for the believer.


n.  Perfect righteousness and justice always go together, Deut 32:4; 2 Chr 19:7; Job 37:23; Ps 19:9, 50:6, 58:11, 89:14; Isa 45:21; Rom 3:26, 12:3; Heb 10:30-31.
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