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
- is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to the antagonistic unbelievers mentioned in the previous verse.


The present tense is a futuristic present for what will occur at the end of the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that antagonistic unbelievers will produce the action of saying what follows in this verse.


The participle is circumstantial.

- is the adverb of place POU, which means “where.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the status of the return of the Lord Jesus Christ as a simple fact without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that these antagonistic unbelievers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what they are saying.  It is translated “Where is.”
- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun EPAGGELIA, which means “the promise.”  The article points to a specific promise of our Lord about His return.


1.  The promise of our Lord’s return for the Church is found in Jn 14:3, “If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also.”  Rev 22:12, “Behold, I am coming soon [rapture]; and My reward is with Me to reward each man when his work is evaluated.”

2.  The promise of our Lord’s return at the Second Advent is found in Zech 2:10, “‘Sing for joy and be glad, O daughter of Zion; for behold I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,’ declares the Lord.”
- is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA, which means “of the coming.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “His” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.

1.  The noun PAROUSIA means “presence; coming, advent.”  The word became a technical term for the official visit of a person of high rank, especially of kings and emperors, visiting a province.  It is almost always used of our Lord’s return at the Second Advent.


2.  It is used in various ways in the following passages:



a.  For the coming of our Lord at the Second Advent.




(1)  Mt 24:3, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?”  The “end of the age” refers to the end of the Jewish Age (since at this time the disciples had no idea there would be a Church Age); therefore, this is a reference to the Second Advent.  Compare this with:





(a)  Mt 24:27, “For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”  This is a reference to the Second Advent.





(b)  Mt 24:37, “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.”  This is a reference to the Second Advent.





(c)  Mt 24:39, “and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”  This is a reference to the Second Advent.



(2)  1 Thes 2:19, “For who is our confidence, or happiness, or crown of pride?  None other than you in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming?”  Paul’s happiness will be the greatest when he sees the entire royal family with Christ at the Second Advent.




(3)  2 Thes 2:8-9, “And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming,”  The lawless one is the man of sin, indwelt by Satan during the Tribulation.  Therefore, this is a reference to the Second Advent.




(4)  2 Pet 1:16, “For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.”  The context of Mt 16:27-17:2, indicates this is a reference to our Lord at the Second Advent, to which Peter alludes here.




(5)  2 Pet 3:4, “and saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.’”  This is a quote from various places in the Old Testament, which indicates this is a reference to the Second Advent, since the Rapture of the Church is mystery doctrine not revealed in the Old Testament.




(6)  2 Pet 3:12, “looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!”  This is a reference to the Second Advent.


b.  For the coming of the man of sin, 2 Thes 2:9, “that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders.”  The man of sin comes during the Tribulation.



c.  For the Rapture of the Church.




(1)  1 Cor 15:23, “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming.”  The Church is the second in order of resurrection, and we are resurrected at the Rapture of the Church.




(2)  1 Thes 4:15, “For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep.”  This is a reference to the time of the resurrection of the Church, which again indicates the Rapture of the Church rather than the Second Advent.




(3)  2 Thes 2:1, “Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our gathering together to Him,”  The phrase “gathering together to Him” indicates this is a reference to the Rapture of the Church.




(4)  Jam 5:7-8, “Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  Behold, the farmer waits for the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and late rains.  You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”  The immanency of the Rapture is in view here.




(5)  1 Jn 2:28, “And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”  Since some will suffer shame at the Judgment Seat of Christ, this is a reference to the Rapture of the Church rather than at the Second Advent of our Lord when we will come with Him in honor, in glory, and in power.



d.  For the arrival of people at a new location, 1 Cor 16:17; 2 Cor 7:6-7; Phil 1:26.



e.  For the presence of someone, either the fact that someone has come into our presence or that we have gone into their presence.




(1)  2 Cor 10:10; Phil 2:12.




(2)  1 Thes 3:13, “resulting in strengthening your hearts blameless in holiness before God, even our Father, in the presence of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.”  This is a reference to our presence before the Lord at the Judgment Seat of Christ.




(3)  1 Thes 5:23, “Now may the God of peace Himself [the Lord Jesus Christ] set you apart to God as perfect; that is, may your spirit and soul and body be preserved undamaged, blameless in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


f.  For the coming of the eternal state (the day of God), 2 Pet 3:12, “looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!”

3.  Characteristics of the Coming of Our Lord.



a.  Mt 24:27, “For just as the lightning comes from the east and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”


b.  Mt 24:37-39, “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.  For as in those days which were before the flood, they were eating and drinking, they were marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until the flood came and took them all away; so shall the coming of the Son of Man be.”
“and will say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming?”
- is the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, which became a fixed formula [that is, an idiomatic expression in the Greek] and should be translated “since.”  It is also used with this meaning in Lk 7:45; Acts 24:11.  With this we have the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the fathers.”  This is a reference to the patriarchs of the Old Testament – the spiritual giants, such as Adam, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Israel, Moses, Caleb, and Joshua.
- is the third person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb KOIMAOMAI, which means to “fall asleep, die, pass away,” Jn 11:11; Acts 7:60; 13:36; 1 Cor 7:39; 11:30; 15:6, 51; 2 Pet 3:4.

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers the death of the Old Testament spiritual giants into one whole but regards it from the viewpoint of its existing results.


The deponent passive voice is active in meaning and indicates that the spiritual giants of the Old Testament produced the action of dying.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS used as a substantive.  It is translated “all things” and refers to the normal events of human life in each generation of human history.

- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner, thus, so.”
- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIAMENW, which means “to remain.”

The present tense is a static present for a condition or state that perpetually exists according to these antagonistic unbelievers–that Christ will not come to establish His kingdom.


The active voice indicates that these unbelievers produce the action of saying these things.


The indicative mood is declarative for their dogmatic statement of fact that nothing has changed in all human history, and God is not coming to establish His kingdom on earth.

   - is the preposition APO plus the ablative of origin/source from the feminine singular noun ARCHĒ, meaning “from the beginning.”  The absence of the article indicates that this is not just any beginning but a very unique and special beginning; that is, the beginning of the history of mankind on earth.  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun KTISIS, which means “of the creation.”  Again the absence of the article indicates the high quality of this creation, setting it apart from all other creations and referring to God’s creation of mankind.
“For since the fathers fell asleep all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation’.”
2 Peter 3:4 corrected translation
“and will say, ‘Where is the promise of His coming [Rapture and Second Advent]?  For since the fathers fell asleep all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of the creation’.”
Explanation:
1.  Other similar expressions of negative volition and antagonism toward God exist in Scripture.  For example:


a.  Isa 5:19, “Who say, ‘Let Him make speed, let Him hasten His work, that we may see it; and let the purpose of the Holy One of Israel draw near and come to pass, that we may know it!’”

b.  Jer 17:15, “Look, they keep saying to me, ‘Where is the word of the Lord? Let it come now!’”

c.  Ezek 12:22, “Son of man, what is this proverb you people have concerning the land of Israel, saying, ‘The days are long and every vision fails’?”

d.  Ezek 12:27, “Son of man, behold, the house of Israel is saying, ‘The vision that he sees is for many years from now, and he prophesies of times far off.’”

e.  Mt 24:48, “But if that evil slave says in his heart, ‘My master is not coming for a long time,’”
2.  Note the inconsistencies of these unbelievers.


a.  Our Lord has already come in His first advent, yet these unbelievers ignore the First Advent.  Why?



(1)  The Jewish religious unbelievers wanted the Messiah to come and free them from the political rule of Rome.  The Lord Jesus Christ did not do this during His first advent.



(2)  Therefore, He was rejected as the Messiah by most of the Jews in Israel in 30 AD.  That rejection continued after His resurrection, ascension, and session by most of the Jews in Israel, which led to the final administration of the fifth cycle of discipline to Israel in 70 AD.



(3)  A few Jews believed in Christ, but not enough to form a remnant of mature believers to deliver the nation.  Most of the converts to Christianity were Gentiles, who formed the pivot for the new client nation – SPQR (the Roman Empire).


b.  These unbelievers were also inconsistent by acknowledging that there is a God and that He has made a promise to come and establish His kingdom on earth, yet questioning God’s integrity.



(1)  We cannot believe in God and then turn around and question God’s integrity.  By so doing, we are stating that God does not keep His word.  This would make God imperfect, and therefore, less than God.



(2)  So, on the one hand they acknowledge that there is a God, but on the other hand ridicule and criticize His character.  This is a function of arrogance.  Arrogance always ridicules and criticizes the character, motivation, and intentions of others in order to set itself up as superior.  These unbelievers were setting themselves above God in their own arrogance.


c.  These unbelievers were inconsistent in acknowledging that there were great spiritual believers in the Old Testament period, but reject the spiritual life and beliefs of these spiritual giants.



(1)  Whenever the Jews wanted to win an argument, they always appealed to “the fathers.”  This term became a technical reference to the great Jews of the Old Testament.



(2)  The unbeliever Jews are appealing to the times and legacy of the spiritually great believers of old without accepting their same belief in the promise of our Lord – that He would come and live among men not only to die for their sins but also to rule over them in resurrection body.



(3)  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Caleb, Joshua, David, Isaiah, Daniel, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel all clearly understood and believed that Christ would come and die for their sins.  They also understood and believed in the promises of our Lord to establish His political rule on earth in Israel.  However, they did not know or understand anything about an intervening Church Age.



(4)  By the time our Lord finally came in the fullness of time (at the right time in history), the religious community of Israel had confused and distorted the two Advents of Christ into one Advent based upon the deliverance and restoration of Israel to political supremacy in the world, with no sin bearing on the part of the Messiah.

3.  The last statement that, “all things remain in the same manner from the beginning of creation” is an outright distortion of the truth.


a.  They have completely ignored the prehistoric angelic conflict, during which Satan ruined planet earth and God had to restore it for man’s occupancy – Genesis 1-2.


b.  They have completely ignored the fall of mankind, which changed everything for mankind in his relationship with God.


c.  They have completely ignored the flood and its destruction of the population of the earth along with all the changes in climate, bacteria, and geology, etc. that took place after the flood.


d.  They have completely ignored the first advent of Christ and His victory over Satan at the Cross.


e.  They have completely ignored our Lord’s promise to return for His royal family, His bride, from where He has gone to prepare a place for us.


f.  These antagonistic unbelievers mock and ridicule God, and will continue to do so, to an increasing degree, as the Church Age comes to a close.  They will do it again at the end of the Jewish Age during the seven year tribulation, and they will finally do it again at the end of the millennial reign of Christ in the Gog/Magog revolution.
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