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 is the accusative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PROSDODAW, which means “to wait for, look for, expect.”  There are three states of mind with which the Greeks associated this verb: to be in a state of great confidence while waiting for something wonderful to happen to you, to be in a state of great fear while waiting for something bad to happen to you, to be in a neuter state of mind while waiting for whatever was going to happen next to happen.  Here we have a state of mind of waiting with confident expectation for something wonderful to happen.  A good translation here would be “waiting with eager anticipation.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer should be producing this action.


The participle is temporal, being coterminous with the action of the main verb—what sort of person it is necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle, while waiting with eager anticipation...”
is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative masculine plural present active participle from the verb SPEUDW, which has two meanings:

1.  The intransitive use (a direct object is not needed) means:


a.  to hurry, make haste Acts 20:16; make haste and go out, leave as quickly as possible Acts 22:18.


b.  go in haste, hasten to someone.


c.  be zealous, exert oneself, be industrious
2.  The transitive use (needs a direct object as it does here in our passage) means: to hasten or strive for something.  Since man does not have the power to make the eternal state happen any sooner, then the translation “to hasten the day of God” doesn’t make any sense.  Therefore, the translation “to strive for the day of God [the eternal state]” is correct.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what should now be going on in the spiritual life of the believer.


The active voice indicates that believers are expected to produce the action.


The participle is temporal again.

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and the noun PAROUSIA, which means “the appearance, the coming.”
- is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun HĒMERA, meaning “of the day” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and the noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The entire phrase says:

“while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God”
- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, referring to “the day” just mentioned and meaning “because of which [day].”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun OURANOS, meaning “the heavens.”  With this we have the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb PUROW, which means “to set on fire, to be burned up.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to the nominative masculine plural of the noun OURANOS, meaning “heavens” which is the subject of the participle.


The present tense is descriptive present, which describes what is taking place at the time of the action of the main verb.


The passive voice indicates that the heavens receive the action—the universe with be completely destroyed through burning.


The participle is instrumental and describes the manner in which the action of the main verb “will be destroyed” takes place.

 is the third person plural future passive indicative from the verb LUW, which means “to be destroyed.”

The future tense is a predictive future for what is certain to happen.


The passive voice indicates that the heavens receive the action of being destroyed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning;”
is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural noun STOICHEION, which means “the basic elements from which everything in the universe is made.”
 is the nominative neuter plural present passive participle from the verb KAUSOW, which means “to be consumed by heat, to be burned up.”

The nominative neuter plural refers to the basic elements of the world.


The present tense is a futuristic present in which a future event is described in the present tense because of the certainty of it occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the basic elements of the world receive the action.


The participle is an instrumental participle, which describes the means by which the basic elements will melt “by being burned up.”
 is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb TĒKW, which means in the intransitive use of the passive voice “to melt.”

The present tense is a futuristic present for a confident assertion about what is going to happen.  The event is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the basic elements of the universe receive the action of being melted.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“that is, the elements will melt by being burned up?”
2 Pet 3:12 corrected translation
“while waiting with eager anticipation and striving for the coming of the day of God, because of which [day] the heavens will be destroyed by burning; that is, the elements will melt by being burned up?”
Explanation:
1.  This verse relates a personal sense of destiny to permanent spiritual values.


a.  “Waiting with eager anticipation” is a personal sense of destiny.


b.  Only believers with a clear and thorough understanding of dispensations, the resurrection of the Church, the second advent of Christ, and the plan of God are eager about our Lord’s return at the Second Advent to judge the world.

2.  “The day of God” refers the beginning of the eternal state.  This must be compared with the statement in 2 Pet 3:10, “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the elements will be destroyed by burning...”

a.  Notice that the day of the Lord (verse 10) and the day of God (verse 12) both are related to the physical destruction of the universe.


b.  The day of the Lord is the Day of Judgment in which our Lord completely destroys with thermonuclear fire everything in the universe He created.


c.  The day of God is the eternal state, which follows after our Lord has destroyed the universe, which now exists and creates a new universe.
3.  This passage says that we “strive for” the day of God [the eternal state].  How do we do this?


a.  The absence of the article with these two participles “to wait with eager anticipation” and “to strive for” the coming of the day of God indicate that these two participles are both speaking about the same thing.


b.  This means that waiting eagerly for and striving for are two sides of the same coin.  By doing one we are doing the other.


c.  Therefore, striving for the day of God is the same as our confident and eager anticipation of the God providing the eternal state for us with all of its blessing for eternity.


d.  “Striving for” the eternal state does not mean that anything is required for us to do.  God does all the work in His plan and we reap all the benefits.  If the eternal state depended on mine or our “striving” we are all in deep trouble.


e.  Striving means confident expectation.  Confident expectation depends upon understanding and belief.  Understanding and belief depend upon consistent learning and application of Bible doctrine in our soul.

4.  The eternal state cannot and will not exist until our Lord Jesus Christ, the creator of the universe, destroys the entire universe with intense heat; that is, a thermonuclear reaction which destroys every star, every planet, every material thing in the universe.  Then we will all watch as He creates an entirely new universe and a new planet earth out of nothing, just as He did in a second of time in Gen 1:1.

5.  Eternal encouragement is the divine initiative of antecedent and future grace.  God has provided encouragement for the lowest moments in our lives.  Good of intrinsic value confident expectation in the sphere of grace is the anticipation of the future blessings of the eternal state.  This may be classified as the divine initiative of future expectation, the anticipation of future grace in the eternal state.

6.  The role of the omnipotence of Jesus Christ.


a.  The omnipotence of Jesus Christ created the universe and holds it together, Jn 1:3; Col 1:16-17; Heb 1:3,10.  Therefore, prior to the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, Jesus Christ as God controlled history and held the universe together.  During the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, while the humanity of Christ was functioning under the power of the Father and the Spirit, the omnipotence of His deity was still holding the universe together daily.


b.  During the dispensation of the Church Age, the omnipotence of Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union guarantees and perpetuates human history.


c.  After the Rapture of the Church, the omnipotence of Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union guarantees the perpetuation of human history in the Tribulation and Millennium.


d.  The omnipotence of Jesus Christ guarantees that all mankind will continue on the earth regardless of sophisticated weapons or the various categories of evil which are self-destructive in the human race.


e.  The omnipotence of Jesus Christ will return to the earth a second time and use His power to supersede Satan as the ruler of this world, fulfill all the unconditional covenants to Israel, and create perfect environment on the earth.


f.  The omnipotence of Jesus Christ will suppress the Gog revolution led by Satan at the end of the Millennium, judge the world, execute the sentence on fallen angels, destroy the earth, and create a new universe for the eternal state.

7.  God creates a new heavens, a new earth, and a new Jerusalem for all elect angels and regenerate mankind, as part of the eternal state.  Planet earth and the universe, which were used for the courtroom, are destroyed and God creates a new heavens and new earth to be enjoyed forever by elect angels and believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.

8.  The sovereignty of God has chosen the eternal state for the believer.  Therefore, the believer has only a short time on this earth between the moment of salvation and the moment of death to glorify God by the proper use of human volition.

9.  Eph 2:4-10, “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He has loved us, even when we were dead in transgressions, He caused us to made alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).  He both caused us to be raised up with Him and He caused us to sit together with Him in heaven in Christ Jesus, that He might show in the coming ages [Millennium & eternal state] the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity toward us in Christ Jesus.  For you have been saved by grace [in the past with the result that you keep on being saved forever] through faith, and this [salvation] is not from yourselves; it is a gift from God,  not by works, that no one should boast.   For we are His creation, having been created in Christ Jesus [a new spiritual species] for good of intrinsic value achievements which God has prepared in advance [portfolio of invisible assets], that we should walk by means of them.”
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