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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
- is the genitive neuter plural from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS used as a part of a genitive absolute, in which the pronoun functions as the subject of the participle in the genitive which follows.  It is translated “these things.”
- is the adverb HOUTWS, which means “thus, so, in this way.”  It can be used referring to what precedes or what follows; here it refers to what Peter has just said in the previous verse.

- is the genitive neuter plural from the adjective PAS, meaning “all” plus the genitive neuter plural present passive participle from the verb LUW, which means “to be destroyed, break up, be dissolved” as it did in the previous verse.


The present tense is a futuristic present to describe what is so certain to take place in the future that it is expressed in the present as if it is already in the process of occurrence.


The passive voice indicates that all things in the universe receive the action of being destroyed.  The earth cannot destroy itself, nor can mankind destroy the earth.  Only Jesus Christ who controls history can do this.


The participle is concessive and forms part of a genitive absolute; therefore, it must be translated:

“Since all these things are being destroyed in this way,”
- is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective POTAPOS, which means “of what sort, or what kind.”  Because the form is masculine I add the word “person” to the translation to distinguish this from a thing.

- is the third person singular present active indicative from the impersonal verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary, must.”

The present tense is a tendential present, which describes what is intended but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that what is necessary produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.
- is the present active infinitive from the verb HUPARCHW, which means “to exist, to be present, to be at one’s disposal.”  It was also widely used in Hellenistic Greek as a substitute for EIMI.  Here it means “to become.”

The present tense is a tendential present for a state of being which is expected of every believer but is not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action by living his very own spiritual life.

The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the meaning of the verb DEI.
- is the accusative second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and was probably added later by some copyist, since the sense and meaning are complete without it.

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural adjective HAGIOS, meaning “dedicated to God, sacred, holy, or set apart” plus the noun ANASTROPHĒ, which means “way of life, conduct, behavior, lifestyle.”  This phrase is translated “in holy lifestyle” and is a reminder of 1 Pet 1:15-16, “but because of the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also become purified ones in all conduct, because it stands written, ‘Be holy ones, because I am holy.’”
The Greek word ANASTREPHW originally meant in the Attic Greek to upset, to overrun, or to associate.  Its figurative meaning was to behave or to function in terms of human conduct; it is also used for the practice of principles.  It is used for the conduct and the modus operandi of the unbeliever in Eph 2:3.  It is used for motivation for Christian integrity in Heb 13:18.  It is used for the modus operandi of the old sin nature in Eph 4:22.  It is used for life and conduct in the spiritual life in 2 Pet 3:11.

“what sort of person is it necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle;
- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” plus the locative of place/sphere from the feminine plural noun EUSEBEIA, which means “the spiritual life.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this spiritual life.  It is the greatest spiritual life in all human history, far superior to anything the Jews had in the Old Testament and even greater than the spiritual life which will exist during the personal reign of our Lord Jesus Christ on earth for 1000 years.

“that is, the spiritual life,”
2 Peter 3:11 corrected translation
“Since all these things are being destroyed in this way, what sort of person is it necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle; that is, the spiritual life,”
Explanation:
1.  This verse is the eschatological challenge to a personal sense of destiny based on the destruction of the universe.  This verse expresses the principle of living our life in the light of eternity–that is a personal sense of destiny.  When we start looking forward to eternity with confidence, we have a personal sense of destiny and spiritual self-confidence.


a.  A personal sense of destiny is self-orientation to the plan of God for the Church.


b.  A personal sense of destiny is absolute confidence in the absolutes of divine truth located in the infallible word of God.


c.  A personal sense of destiny is cognition and application of Church Age doctrine, resulting in its continued application to postsalvation experience.  The spiritual problem solving devices give us maximum use of a personal sense of destiny and the most fantastic spiritual life.


d.  A personal sense of destiny is the dividing line between spiritual childhood and spiritual adulthood.


e.  A personal sense of destiny is self-orientation to both living and dying grace.  No one ever enters into a personal sense of destiny without grace orientation and doctrinal orientation.


f.  A personal sense of destiny is the advanced application of Bible doctrine to experience.  Our spiritual life really begins to move once we have a personal sense of destiny.  If we do not reach a personal sense of destiny, our happiness is dependent on things that man provides, some form of stimulation such as wealth, success, sex, or promotion.  None of these things can cope with the stresses and disasters of life.


g.  A personal sense of destiny is spiritual orientation to the plan, will, and purpose of God in contrast to self-absorption.  The more we justify self, the more we deceive ourselves and the greater becomes our self-absorption.  Self-absorption must continue to justify self.


h.  A personal sense of destiny is objective viewpoint in contrast to self-absorption which is subjective viewpoint.  A personal sense of destiny begins to eliminate the human viewpoint in our life.


i.  A personal sense of destiny is the maturity extension of the faith-rest drill as a major factor in the application of doctrine.  There are three stages of the faith-rest drill.



(1)  Faith mechanics begin with mixing the promises of God with faith and continue with the application of doctrinal rationales – the essence of God rationale (God loves us and therefore provides for us), the plan of God rationale (God has a plan for our life), the policy of God rationale (grace), the a fortiori rationale (if God can do the difficult thing [save us], then He can do the easy thing [provide for us]).



(2)  Faith functions include: faith perception of doctrine, the plaintiff function before the supreme court of heaven to resolve the problems of injustice, and faith correlation with other problem-solving devices, like a personal sense of destiny, sharing the happiness of God, or occupation with Christ.



(3)  Faith execution includes: the faith-rest drill as a coordinator of all the problem-solving devices, the faith-rest drill as a source of great humility, the faith-rest drill as related to spiritual growth and divine promotion.  Since the faith-rest drill is the basic problem-solving device for the application of doctrine to experience, a personal sense of destiny takes over and becomes the advanced problem solving device for the application of doctrine to experience.




(a)  Under the plan of God every Church Age believer is given a destiny as a part of the divine initiative of grace.  We have been given spiritual freedom and provision to fulfill our destiny.




(b)  The believer must distinguish between having a destiny and fulfilling that destiny.  All believers have a destiny; only positive believers fulfill it.




(c)  This destiny is often called “the riches of His glory.”  Rom 9:23, “In order that He might make known the riches of His glory on vessels of mercy which He has prepared in advance for His glory.”  Eph 1:18, “That the eyes of your right lobe may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the confidence of His calling, and what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints.”  Eph 3:8, “To me, the very least of all saints, this grace has been given to preach to the Gentiles the inscrutable riches of Christ.”  Eph 3:16, “That He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being.”  Col 2:2, “That their hearts may be encouraged, having been knit together in virtue love and attaining to all the riches that come from the full assurance of understanding on the basis of epignosis knowledge of the mystery; that is, Christ.”  Phil 4:19, “My God shall supply all of your needs on the basis of the riches of His glory in Christ Jesus.”

j.  A personal sense of destiny is an extension of the faith-rest drill into maturity.  A personal sense of destiny is defined as the application of doctrine to the believer’s self-orientation.  Self-orientation is the function of the spiritual skills (filling of the Spirit, learned doctrine circulating in the stream of thoughts, and the function of the spiritual problem-solving devices) in contrast to the arrogance skills (self-gratification, self-justification, self-deception, self-absorption).


k.  At the end of human history the universe in which we live we be completely destroyed by our Lord Jesus Christ in a moment of time.  Five things survive the destruction of the universe and therefore are of the highest value in life and become the content of a personal sense of destiny related to the eternal future.



(1)  Eternal salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.  Only the believer will survive the destruction of the universe at the end of history.



(2)  The resurrection body survives the destruction of the universe to enter into the eternal state.



(3)  The infallible word of God, Isa 40:8, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our Lord stands forever.”  Mt 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words shall not pass away.”


(4)  Blessings for the eternal state.  A personal sense of destiny accepts the challenge to use volition to attain future blessings (rewards, crowns, etc.), and is self-motivated to persevere to fulfill the plan of God and receive its blessings.



(5)  The historical record of the invisible spiritual hero survives the destruction of the universe.  His name, his title, and his deeds are a part of the permanent historical record of the Church Age in the hall of records in heaven.


l.  A personal sense of destiny includes living our life in the light of eternity or “looking forward with confidence.”  A personal sense of destiny avoids the arrogant solution to the problems of life, which include the function of the arrogant skills (self-gratification, self-justification, self-deception, and self-absorption).  Self-absorption is the antithesis of a personal sense of destiny.  A personal sense of destiny anticipates the fulfillment of better things in the eternal state and lives on the basis of divine promises.

m.  A personal sense of destiny looks forward with confidence to the creation of a new heavens and a new earth.  The new universe of the eternal state is prophesied in Isa 65:17, 66:22.  It is the basis for a personal sense of destiny in both Rev 21:1 and 2 Pet 3:13.  The righteousness, which dwells in the eternal state, is the righteousness given by God the Father which provides capacity for blessings in the eternal state.  God will never bless us beyond our capacity; that would be cruel.


n.  As a problem-solving device a personal sense of destiny applies the divine initiative of future grace to the believer in time.  A personal sense of destiny functioning under both the spiritual power options (the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine in the soul) and the spiritual skills (the ability to apply doctrine correctly to the problems of life) lives with focus on the eternal state, and therefore lives in the light of eternity.


o.  A personal sense of destiny is developed from the self-motivation produced by doctrine circulating in the soul.  When we reach a personal sense of destiny, we have reached the point of having the self-motivation necessary to execute the plan of God.  Once we reach the point of a personal sense of destiny all our motivation will come from ourselves.
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