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 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the objective genitive from the masculine singular adjective ARCHAIOS and the noun KOSMOS, meaning “the ancient world;” “of ages past” Acts 15:7; Acts 15:21.

 - is the strong objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb PHEIDOMAI, which means “to spare” as it did in the previous verse.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which simply states the action of our Lord Jesus Christ as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—our Lord Jesus Christ is the subject producing the action.  We know it is God the Son rather than God the Father by comparison with Gen 6:6, where the Lord is referred to as the One who created mankind—Jesus Christ is the creator of the universe and all that is in it.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and He did not spare the ancient world,”
 - is the adversative conjunction ALLA, which means “but” and introduces a strong contrast to what precedes.  With this we have appositional accusative from the masculine singular ordinal adjective OGDOOS, meaning “as the eighth one.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun NWĒ, a transliteration of the Hebrew proper name “Noah.”
 - is the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness.”
 - is the appositional accusative from the masculine singular noun KĒRUX, which means “the herald, the preacher; someone who proclaims something.”  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of Noah as a herald of God.  This indicates that Noah was an exceptional evangelist, who clearly understood the gospel issue and presented it perfectly to the antediluvian civilization.  No one in that generation, who died in the flood, could claim that Noah did not make the issue perfectly clear to him.  He could not blame Noah for not thoroughly and accurately proclaiming the gospel.

- is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PHULASSW, which has three meanings in the active voice: “to guard, keep under guard; keep, obey, follow; keep safe, protect, defend.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which simply states the action of our Lord as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action of preserving Noah and his family.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“but as the eighth one He protected Noah, the herald of righteousness,”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun KATAKLUSMOS, which means “flood, deluge, in our literature – only of the flood in Noah’s time, Mt 24:38f; Lk 17:27.  The absence of the article indicates that this was not just any flood, but the one and only universal flood, which destroyed the world.

- is the dative of place from the masculine singular noun KOSMOS, which means “on the world.”
 - is the descriptive genitive from the masculine plural adjective ASEBĒS, which means “of the impious, godless” and here refers to the antediluvian civilization of half human half angelic creatures.

, - is the nominative masculine singular aorist active participle from the verb EPAGW, which means “to bring something on someone.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states a simple fact in past time without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action.


The participle is temporal, indicating the time when our Lord protected Noah is related to the time when He brought the flood upon the antediluvian civilization.

“when He brought the flood on the world of the impious,”
2 Pet 2:5 corrected translation
“and He did not spare the ancient world, but as the eighth one He protected Noah, the herald of righteousness, when He brought the flood on the world of the impious,”
Explanation:
1.  The fact that our Lord Jesus Christ did not spare the ancient world is documented in Gen 6:13, “Then God said to Noah, ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me; for the earth is filled with violence because of them; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth.’”

a.  Note that the reason for the destruction of mankind on earth was their great violence toward each other.  All systems of law and order had broken down completely.  Everyone was taking vengeance into their own hands and completely disregarding God and His justice.  Since the justice of God is a major issue in the angelic conflict, the corrupt half human-half angels had to be destroyed, so that true humanity would have a chance to depend on the justice of God.


b.  Note also that the half human-half angel creatures were to be destroyed “with the earth.”  The great Flood destroyed the earth as it once was.  What we have now is not what once existed.  God completely destroyed the earth and changed it entirely.  This is why we have the fossilized remains of sea creatures found on the top of mountain ranges, which use to be under the ocean.


c.  In Gen 6:17 we have another statement regarding our Lord’s intent to destroy all creatures on the earth, “Behold, I, even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life, from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish.”  Note that the creatures that are destroyed are “all flesh in which is the breath of life.”  Every creature that needed to breathe to exist will perish.  This is why fish did not perish in the Flood, only creatures who needed to live on dry land.

2.  The eight survivors are also documented in the Old Testament.


a.  Gen 6:18, “But I will establish My covenant with you; and you shall enter the ark you and your sons and your wife, and your sons’ wives with you.”  This is the Noahic covenant, which is God’s promise that Noah and his family will survive the universal Flood.


b.  Gen 7:7, “Then Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with him entered the ark because of the water of the flood.”

c.  Gen 7:13, “On the very same day Noah and Shem and Ham and Japheth, the sons of Noah, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark.”

d.  Gen 8:16, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and your sons’ wives with you.”
3.  The fact that our Lord Jesus Christ was the judge of His creation is also stated in Ps 29:10, “The Lord sat as King at the flood; Yes, the Lord sits as King forever.”
4.  Our Lord uses His promise to Noah not to destroy the earth again by a universal flood as an illustration of His promise to Israel that they would not remain in the fifth cycle of discipline forever, Isa 54:9, “For this is like the days of Noah to Me, when I swore that the waters of Noah would not flood the earth again; so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you nor will I rebuke you.”
5.  The condition of life prior to the flood is used to illustrate the conditions of life prior to the Second Advent in Mt 24:38-39 cf. Lk 17:27, “For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and they did not realize [that judgment was upon them] until the flood came and took them all away; so will the coming of the Son of Man be.”
6.  The Noahic covenant says that the seed of the woman, the humanity of Christ, will come through Seth, and his son Noah, and his son Shem.  Gen 6:18, “I will establish My covenant with you, and you will enter the ark.”  This is interesting for until God gave Noah a covenant, Noah wouldn’t even enter the ark.  In the postdiluvian part of the covenant (after the Flood had subsided), God promised never again to destroy the human race by a flood.  This is a promise to the entire human race that never again in human history will the population of the earth be reduced to eight people.  This promise was given twice; first in Gen 8:21-22, then again in Gen 9:9-16.

7.  There is a great contrast in our passage between “righteousness” and “impious.”

a.  Noah was an evangelist.  His mission from the Lord was to evangelize the world.  This is why he is called “the herald of righteousness.”  Noah was offering God’s righteousness to all the half human-half angelic creatures (the rest of the “human” race on earth) as the means of salvation through faith alone in Christ alone.


b.  None of the half human-half angelic creatures took Noah up on the offer.


c.  This evangelization took place for 120 years, the period during which God the Holy Spirit kept on trying to convince these “people” of their need for salvation.  Everyone rejected the offer.


d.  These unbelievers remained in their status of impiety or spiritual death from the point of physical birth.  They made the choice to remain impious, and it was this choice that led to their final destruction.  They had more than enough time to decide to believe.  So, none of them can ever say that God was unfair to them and did not give them enough time to make the decision.


e.  None of them can say that they didn’t understand that God would judge them.  The whole purpose for Noah building the ark was to testify to the fact that God would judge them.  So then what does Mt 24:29 mean when it says that “they did not realize until the flood came and took them all away?”  They realized God would judge them; they realized that faith in Christ was their only salvation, but they chose to ignore the fact that God means what He says and does what He says.  So they did not realize that judgment had arrived until it was too late to do anything about it.  They were so preoccupied with themselves and their life and their pleasures that God just did not matter any more to them.  So great was their negative volition to the gospel, that even as they were drowning, they did not believe in Christ.


f.  Peter’s point is this: the believers of his generation, who were led astray by the false prophets and their doctrine of emotionalism and sensuality, were no different than the people of Noah’s generation. “But false prophets also arose among people [of Noah’s generation], just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will bring in opinions of destruction while disowning the Master, bringing swift destruction on themselves; nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth [the gospel preached by Noah] will be slandered, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
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