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is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular comparative adjective KREITTWN, which means “more useful, more advantageous, or better.”
 is the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: it was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect to describe what was actually taking place prior to these false teachers being presented the gospel.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of having a better situation before hearing the gospel than after rejecting it.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

is the dative of advantage from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal person, meaning “for them.”
“For it was better for them”
 is the negative adverb MĒ plus the perfect active infinitive from the verb EPIGINWSKW, which means “to know exactly, completely, through and through.”

The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which places emphasis on the past, completed action.



The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of having an exact knowledge of what was necessary for salvation.


The infinitive is used as a substantive and functions as the direct object of the verb EIMI.  It is translated “to not have known exactly.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and the figurative use of the noun HODOS, meaning “the way” and referring to the teachings of the gospel on how a man must be saved, i.e., through faith alone in Christ alone.  Compare 2 Pet 2:2, where Peter uses the phrase “the way of truth.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness” and refers to the righteousness of God as the one characteristic of God, which is absolutely essential for a man to have, in order to be saved.

“to not have known exactly the way of righteousness,”
is the disjunctive particle Ē, which, when used in comparison, means “than.”
 is the dative masculine plural aorist active participle from the verb EPIGINWSKW, which means “to know exactly, to know completely.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places emphasis on the conclusion or results of the completed action.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial and placed in the dative to relate this knowledge back to AUTOIS (also in the dative) to indicate the persons who had this knowledge.

“than having known exactly,”
 is the aorist active infinitive from the verb HUPOSTREPHW, which means “to turn back, or to turn away.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states the action as a fact without reference to its progress or result.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of turning away from what they absolutely know to be the only way of attaining the righteousness of God.


The infinitive is used as a substantive and functions again as the direct object of the main verb EIMI.

 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “holy, set apart unto God, sacred” and the noun ENTOLĒ, which means “commandment.”  The phrase means “from the holy commandment.”
 - is the genitive feminine singular aorist passive participle from the verb PARADIDWMI, which literally means “to deliver over, to hand over” but here means “of oral or written tradition hand down, pass on, transmit, relate, or teach.”

The aorist tense is gnomic aorist, which presents this statement as a universal truth or generally accepted fact.  There was no question in anyone’s mind when Peter wrote that these unbeliever false teachers who had rejected the gospel had received this information handed down directly to them from authentic witnesses and sources.


The passive voice indicates that these false teachers received the gospel from others.


The participle is ascriptive, which means it is used as a substantive, here being used as an adjective to describe what kind of commandment we are talking about—it was “a handed-down holy commandment.”  However, in English we say, “the holy commandment which was handed down.”
is the dative indirect object from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to them” and referring to the false teachers.

“to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”
2 Pet 2:21 corrected translation
“For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”
Explanation:
1.  The false teachers knew exactly that salvation was through faith alone in Christ and totally apart from any works, any emotion, any “good Christian” behavior pattern.  Yet they rejected this as the means of salvation, just as the Jews rejected the same offer when Christ made it throughout His first advent.

2.  The “holy commandment” is “Believe on the Lord Jesus and you shall be saved,” Acts 16:31.
a.  Mt 27:42 “He saved others; He cannot save Himself. He is the King of Israel; let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe in Him.”  The Jews knew exactly what they had to do to be saved and rejected salvation by faith.


b.  Mk 1:15 “and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.’”

c.  Lk 24:25 “And He said to them, ‘O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken!’”

d.  Jn 1:12 “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His person,”

e.  Jn 3:16, “For God loved the world so much, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”

f.  Jn 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

g.  Jn 8:24 “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am He  you will die in your sins.”

h.  Jn 8:30 “As He spoke these things, many came to believe in Him.”

i.  Jn 9:35-37 “Jesus heard that they had put him out, and finding him, He said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’  He answered, ‘Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?’  Jesus said to him, ‘You have both seen Him, and He is the one who is talking with you.’”

j.  Jn 11:26 “and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?”

k.  Jn 11:48 “If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”

l.  Jn 12:36 “While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light.”

m.  Jn 14:1 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me.”

n.  Jn 16:9 “concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me;”

o.  Jn 17:20 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word;”

p.  Jn 20:31 “but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”

q.  Acts 15:7 “After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, ‘Brethren, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.’”

r.  Acts 15:11 “But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”

s.  Acts 19:4 “Paul said, ‘John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him; that is, in Jesus.’”

t.  Rom 3:22 “even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction;”

u.  Rom 4:24 “but for our sake also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,”

v.  Rom 10:9 “that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;”

w.  Rom 10:14 “How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a preacher?”

x.  1 Cor 1:21 “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.”

y.  Gal 3:22 “But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”

z.  Phil 1:29 “For to you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,”

aa. 1 Tim 1:16 “Yet for this reason I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life.”

bb. 1 Pet 1:8 “and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,”

cc. 1 Jn 3:23  “This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.”

dd. 1 Jn 5:13 “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.”
3.  Peter makes an interesting observation here.  He states that the gospel was handed down to these false teachers, which means that they were at one time associated with one of the apostles or at least with one of the great Church leaders of the first century, such as Timothy, Titus, Apollos, etc.


a.  This passage states that these false teachers definitely had the gospel clearly explained to them by those who were believers and understood the means of salvation.


b.  This passage also states that these false teachers rejected the gospel as the means of salvation.


c.  Therefore, having rejected the gospel as the means of salvation, they had to replace the gospel with some other method of salvation.  The salvation they offered was SALVATION BY WORKS.

Salvation By Works
A.  Definition.

1.  Salvation by works is a false doctrine, which rejects God’s grace policy in the provision of eternal salvation for the human race.


2.  Salvation by works rejects the total helplessness of mankind under real spiritual death.  Real spiritual death not only means separation from God at birth and total depravity, but it also means helplessness to do anything about our status quo.


3.  Salvation by works makes the distinction between Christianity and religion.



a.  In Christianity, mankind is eternally saved through the work of God.  God the Father planned it, God the Son executed it on the cross, and God the Holy Spirit reveals it.



b.  However in religion, man seeks to gain the approbation of God through some category of human works, self-sacrifice, personality, or energy of the flesh.  Christianity is not a religion.  In Christianity, God does the work and man is the beneficiary apart from any merit or any works.


4.  There are at least seven categories of salvation by works rejected by the word of God, as in Eph 2:9, “It is not by works.”
B.  Verbal Works.

1.  “Repent and believe.”  Repent means to change our mind about Christ, as occurs under the Holy Spirit’s ministry of common grace.  This word has been misinterpreted.  No one is saved by feeling sorry for his sins.


2.  Confession of sins:  this is only for the believer using the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9.


3.  Begging God to save us.  This is ridiculous, coming from one who is spiritually dead.


4.  “Inviting Christ into our heart” is total nonsense and blasphemy.  A spiritually dead person cannot invite eternal God, the Lord Jesus Christ anywhere! – not into his heart, his home or his life.  This is stupidity, asininity, emotion, and works.  We believe in Christ!  Do what the Bible says, not what some ignorant false-evangelist says.


5.  “Acknowledge Christ publicly.”  This is not effectual for salvation.  This is a distortion of Rom 10:9-10, which is about cause and effect:  the cause is faith; the result, as the believer matures, is to witness, to acknowledge Christ.  We’re saved only by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.


6.   All this can be called the “magic word” system.  People are very superstitious, and look for the magic word, e.g., “plead the blood of Christ,” (nor do we ever “pray for strength”).  We receive strength by combining spiritual confidence in God with providential preventative suffering.  There’s no such thing as good or bad luck.  This is a myth in the mind of imbeciles.  So we carry our superstitions into the Christian life by trying to be saved by the “magic word.”
C.  Ritual Works.

1.  Circumcision was the favorite ritual work of the Jews.  Galatians was written to correct this.  The Galatians were typical Gaelic people.  They were very excited about Paul’s ministry and responded and became believers.  But after Paul left, the Judaizers counteracted, telling these new believers they could not be saved until they were also circumcised.  These Gentile believers swallowed this.  So Paul wrote Galatians, a letter telling them they’d gone astray from the Gospel.  Not only that, but Paul likened them to the priests who had mutilated themselves to impress God, and it didn’t work.


2.  Salvation by baptism is prominent with us today as an example of ritual works for salvation.  This was started by the Lutherans in the Reformation, copied from the Catholics; a heresy that has always existed in the Church Age.  Baptism was a testimony to retroactive positional truth and current positional truth before the completion of the Canon.


3.  Muttering such repetitious words or phrases as, “O God, O God, O God save me!” or “Hail Mary” do not impress God.


4.  Partaking of the Eucharist.

D.  Psychological Works.

1.  “Come forward” in an invitation at the end of a service.


2.  “Raise your hand” during prayer.


3.  Walking down the isle.


4.  Give public testimony to your faith in Christ.


5.  These are jumping through psychological hoops; it’s psychology and not salvation.  These make an issue of yourself and call attention to yourself.  But salvation is designed to call attention to Jesus Christ!

E.  Corporate Works.

1.  Join the church; if you don’t join, you’re not saved.


2.  Tithe.  This was commanded in the Mosaic Law as a 10% income tax for the client nation Israel.  Tithing has no spiritual connotation, either for salvation or blessing.  Giving is a matter of the privacy of our priesthood.  The amount we give is based on our own self-determination and has nothing to do with any blessing or salvation.

3.  Church-related works.  Just work faithfully around the church and God will save you.  This becomes more popular at certain times.

F.  Religious Works.
Religion is the devil’s ace trump.  Satan counterfeits Christianity through religion.  Religion is one of the greatest systems of both moral and immoral degeneration.


1.  Keep the Mosaic Law.  This is a result of the Reformation.  It started with justification by faith, but it gradually moved to the works of keeping the Law and eventually developed into the Galatian compromise:  First you have to believe in Christ; then you have to keep the Law.


2.  Do penance.


3.  Practice the “Lordship of Christ.”  This refers to the false doctrine taught by the stupid, “if Christ is not Lord of all, He’s not Lord at all.”  This is a failure to understand one of the many things done for us at the moment of salvation.  By the baptism of the Holy Spirit entering us into union with Christ, Christ is our Lord at the very moment of our salvation.  Whether we recognize this or not is a matter of cognition of pertinent doctrine.  But we do not have to acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord for salvation.  It is believe in Christ only.


4.  Practice asceticism.  What we give up at any time is inconsequential!  People want to take what they have given up in their lives and compare it with the work of Cross!  But the work of salvation was provided in total on the Cross.


5.  Self-denial.  For example, you are saved by giving up drinking, smoking, etc.

6.  Maintain a healthy body.  To associate salvation or spirituality with health foods and vitamins is ludicrous!

G.  Behavioral Works.

1.  Salvation by morality.  Morality has to do with establishment; it is not the Christian life.  The plan of God is higher than morality.  Moral degeneracy is very prominent today, where Christians in their arrogant self-righteousness are trying to straighten everyone out, to superimpose Christian laws and standards on everyone.


2.  Salvation by personality change.  Although a change in your personality may be desirable, is not the means of salvation.


3.  Salvation by keeping taboos.  Many think you can’t really be saved if you drink, smoke, dance, wear makeup, swim in mixed company.

H.  Emotional Works.

1.  Salvation by ecstatics.


2.  Salvation by speaking in tongues.  No one has legitimately spoken in tongues since August of 70 A.D.  The gift of tongues was a temporary spiritual gift at the beginning of the Church Age to evangelize Jews in Gentile languages, as prophesied in Isa 28, a warning of the fifth cycle of discipline to come.  Where people allege that speaking in tongues, or the “second blessing” is necessary for salvation, they are either very emotional or demon possessed.


3.  Salvation through “feeling” saved, having the “rosy glow” experience, singing “Do Lord” until you’re flushed and excited.


4.  Salvation through weeping tears at the altar.


5.  Faith has nothing to do with emotion.  Rom 3:20-28 summarizes, “Therefore by the works of the Law no human being shall be justified in His presence, for through the Law is a knowledge of sin.  But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been revealed, being confirmed by the Old Testament Scriptures [Law and the prophets]; that is, the righteousness of God which comes through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe; for there is no racial difference between Jew and Gentile.  All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, receiving justification without payment by means of grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, whom God the Father has publicly displayed by His blood as the mercy seat, [the One who satisfied the righteousness of the Father], through faith, for a demonstration of His integrity because of the passing over of the previously committed sins, because of clemency from God; for the demonstration of His integrity at the present time of crisis, in order that He might be just even when He justifies anyone who has faith in Christ.  Where then is boasting?  It is excluded.  By what principle?  That of works? Definitely not!  But by the principle of faith.  Therefore, we conclude that man is justified by faith apart from the works of the Law.”
I.  Salvation by Invitation.

1.  We don’t invite Christ anywhere.  He doesn’t come to us; we come to Him by believing in Him.


2.  Remember our Lord’s invitation in Mt 11:28, “Come unto Me, all you who are laboring and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.”

3.  Jn 6:35, “Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.’”

4.  Jn 6:37, “Him that comes unto Me, I will in no wise cast out.”

5.  Jn 6:47 explains what it means to come to Christ:  “Truly, truly, I say unto you, he who believes in Me has eternal life.”

6.  So always in the salvation invitation, we go to Jesus Christ; He does not come to us.


7.  Therefore, note there are two blasphemous invitations.  We do not invite Christ to come to us.  Rev 3:20 is addressed to believers.  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If any man will open, I will come in to him and sup with him.”  That is a recovery from sin verse and has nothing to do with salvation.



a.  Inviting Christ into our heart is not the means of salvation.



b.  Inviting Christ into our life is not the means of salvation.



c.  Jer 17:9 teaches about our heart.  “The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked; who can know it?”  We do not invite Christ into a desperately wicked heart.



d.  Rom 5:12 teaches about our life.  “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world and death by sin, so death passed upon all men for all have sinned.”


e.  The unbeliever is under spiritual death, which means total depravity, being completely cut off from God.  We don’t invite Jesus Christ into the state of total depravity.  We do not invite Jesus Christ into spiritual death.


8.  In salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, He invites us outside of total depravity and spiritual death.  Rom 6:23, “The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

9.  We make no invitations to Jesus Christ!  If that’s all you’ve ever done, you better believe in Jesus Christ or you will spend eternity in the Lake of Fire!

10.  In salvation through faith in Christ, He invites us to come to Him; we don’t invite Him to come to us.


11.  In conclusion, inviting Christ into our heart or into our life is not the way of salvation, but an emotional form of legalism.  Salvation is by faith in Christ, tantamount to coming to Christ, not Christ coming to us.

J.  Commitment salvation.

1.  This is closely related to verbal works.  It is putting the cart before the horse.


2.  Commitment confuses the salvation work of Jesus Christ on the cross with the believer’s dedication, noted in Rom 12:1.  Therefore, it makes Rom 12:1 and similar commitment passages a condition for salvation.


3.  Actually, commitment is a function that occurs after salvation.


4.  So distinction must be made between the mandate for salvation, which is faith in Jesus Christ, and commitment, which is actually a number of post-salvation decisions.


5.  When commitment is added to faith, there is no salvation.  The ministry of the Holy Spirit in efficacious grace does not make commitment effective for salvation.

K.  Lordship Salvation.

1.  This is actually another verbal work, in which recognizing the lordship of Christ is added to faith.


2.  This false system of salvation uses a false epigram that says, “If Christ is not Lord of all, He is not Lord at all.”

3.  This statement ignores completely the Lordship of Christ as a result of the baptism of the Spirit.



a.  Jesus Christ was Lord in eternity past, is Lord now, and always will be Lord.



b.  The moment we believe in Christ, the baptism of the Spirit enters us into union with Christ.  Therefore, we share in His Lordship, and therefore He is our Lord.  Whether we know it or not is not the issue.  He is our Lord whether we know it or not.


4.  We do not make a commitment of lordship for salvation; that cancels our salvation.


5.  No one can make Christ Lord; only God the Holy Spirit can do that; and it is accomplished by the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit must never be confused with the salvation ministry of the Holy Spirit in efficacious grace.  Logically, efficacious grace comes first.


6.  Lordship salvation is salvation by works, and therefore is not salvation.  The spiritually dead person does not have the ability to make Christ Lord of anything.  All he can do is believe in Christ, and then the Holy Spirit makes his faith effectual for salvation.


7.  The volition of the spiritually dead person cannot make Christ Lord or make any commitment.

L.  Works are arrogance.

1.  Why is salvation by grace alone through faith and not by works (Eph 2:8-9)?  God is perfect and His perfection demands He do all the work.  Salvation is by faith alone, because salvation by grace eliminates arrogance.


2.  Arrogance and grace cannot coexist.

4.  Why would it have been better for these false teachers to have never heard the gospel, than having understood it exactly and reject it?  The answer is in the next verse.
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