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 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun OPHTHOLMOS, which means “eyes.”  The eyes are used metaphorically here for the content of the false teachers’ lust or thinking.

 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: having.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.  This can also be an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact without reference to time.


The active voice indicates that the false teachers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective MESTOS, meaning “full of, filled with.”
 is the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular adjective MOICHALIS, which means “of an adulteress.”  Literally this says, “having filled with an adulteress eyes.”  But it means “eyes that are full of (desire for) an adulteress i.e., always looking for a woman with whom to commit adultery.”
is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural adjective AKATAPAUSTOS, which means “unceasing, restless.”
 is the ablative of source from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “from sin” and refers to the function of the sin nature in the life of the unbeliever.

“having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin,”
 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb DELEAZW, which means “to lure, entice.”  This was a technical fishing term for using bait to lure fish.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a simple expression of undefined action in the present time.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of luring others.


The participle is circumstantial.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun PSUCHĒ, which means “souls” and refers to persons.

 is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural adjective ASTĒRIKTOS, which means “unstable, weak.”
“enticing unstable souls,”
is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KARDIA, which means “heart” and refers to the right lobe of the soul, the area of memory, thinking, decision making, and problem solving.

 is the accusative feminine singular perfect passive participle from the verb GUMNAZW, which means “to be trained.”

The perfect tense is intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  This tells us that these false teachers made themselves the way they are by a lot of past decisions that led up to this present state.


The passive voice indicates that the false teachers receive the present state of being the way they are by all the decisions they made to become this way.


The participle is ascriptive, being used as an adjective to further modify or describe what kind of right lobes these false teachers have.

 is the objective genitive from the feminine singular noun PLEONEXIA, which means “greediness, insatiableness, avarice, covetousness, literally ‘a desire to have more’.

 is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which describes a simple expression of undefined action in the present time.


The active voice indicates that these false teachers produce the action of having certain kinds of thinking.


The participle is circumstantial.

“having a heart trained in greed,”
 is the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun KATARA plus the nominative neuter plural from the noun TEKNA, which means “accursed children” or “children under a curse.”
“accursed children.”
2 Pet 2:14 corrected translation
“having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”
Explanation:
1.  In this verse Peter continues his description of the false teachers with four more characteristics:


a.  They are continually under the control of the old sin nature, with their area of weakness being immoral degeneracy motivated by sexual lust.


b.  They lure, entice, and bait others who are unstable to join them in their lusts.


c.  They are motivated by greed.


d.  They are born under the curse of spiritual death and continue to live in spiritual death under that curse all their lives.

2.  “Having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin.”  False teachers are characterized by being continually under the control of the old sin nature.


a.  Remember, these false teachers are unbelievers.  They have never been filled with the Holy Spirit.  They are still under the total depravity of separation from God of all mankind, which fell on mankind at the moment Adam sinned in the Garden, and which has been passed on genetically to all human beings through physical birth.


b.  Total depravity means total separation from God, being completely under the control of the sin nature, and being totally helpless to do anything about it.



(1)  Spiritual death is the condition of all mankind at the moment of physical birth when God imputes to each one of us Adam’s original sin.




(a)  As a real imputation, Adam’s original sin is imputed to the genetically formed old sin nature in the cell structure of the body.




(b)  At the same time, God creates and imputes human life to the soul.  Biological life is not human life.  God creates human life and imputes it to the soul at the point of physical birth.



(2)  Being born spiritually dead means we have spiritual brain death, meaning that we cannot understand anything related to the spiritual life or to Bible doctrine, including the Gospel.



(3)  There are three basic characteristics of spiritual death.




(a)  Total depravity includes the trend toward both moral and immoral degeneration.  A person will eventually become either morally or immorally degenerate apart from two categories of restraint: the laws of divine establishment which motivate morality in unbelievers, and regeneration which motivates virtue in believers who learn Bible doctrine.




(b)  Total separation from God.




(c)  Total helplessness to establish a relationship with God.  God must contact us, just as He did with our original parents in the garden.



(4)  Being spiritually dead, we are under total depravity, with our old sin nature in control.  It means we are totally separated from God, and totally helpless to do anything about it.  There is no system of works we can do by which we can gain the approbation of God.  It is all done for us at the cross.


c.  Spiritual death is much worse than sin, which is merely a symptom of spiritual death.  Its real meaning is helplessness to have anything to do with God.  Spiritual death and total depravity imply two things: a spiritually dead brain, or a dead understanding of spiritual things, and a spiritually dead faith.  “Dead” means unable to comprehend spiritual things and unable to have a relationship with God.


d.  The area of weakness of these false teachers is mentioned here as immoral degeneracy.  This was a special problem in the ancient world, because most the “mystery” cults, the cultic religions in which the Greeks participated, believed in some form of sexual activity as a part of the worship of the demon-god.  These false teachers were dragging their phallic cult activities into the teaching of Christianity as a method of luring Christians to their teaching.

3.  By using sex, the false teachers were able to entice unstable Christians to “come on in” and listen to our message.


a.  Sex was the bait used by these false teachers to lure Christians away from accurate daily Bible teaching and into emotional revolt of the soul, blackout of the soul, scar tissue of the soul, and degeneracy.


b.  The target audience of the false teachers was those who were unstable of soul.  What is an unstable soul?



(1)  An unstable soul is a person who hasn’t made up his mind whether he is going to follow the teachings of the word of God or not.  He is like the group of Jews to whom Elijah said in 1 Kg 18:21, “ ‘How long will you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.’  But the people did not answer him a word.”  Or, he is like the Jews to whom Joshua said in Josh 24:15, “If it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”


(2)  An unstable soul is a soul controlled by the emotional complex of sins.




(a)  The emotional complex of sins includes: the hysterical category of panic, fear, worry, anxiety, and shock; the anger-hatred category of bitterness, resentment, vindictiveness, loathing, or animosity; the guilt category of self-pity, self-absorption, preoccupation with self; and the reaction category of revenge motivation.




(b)  Emotion is unstable because it does not operate based upon any fixed or absolute norms or standards.  It operates upon the variable norms and standards of whatever the lust pattern of the sin nature desires at any given moment.


(3)  An unstable soul is controlled by the sin nature, especially in the area of emotional sinning.



(4)  Because emotions dominate the soul, the desire for emotional stimulation becomes overpowering in the soul.  One of the easiest and fastest ways of gratifying that lust for stimulation is through sex.



(5)  The old sin nature wants maximum stimulation and it wants it right now.  The old sin nature will motivate us to say or do anything to get what it wants immediately.  This is why sexual lust is so rapidly and easily turned into the criminal desire for power, which is gratified through rape.

4.  The motivation for enticing the emotionally unstable believer to join the false teacher’s false worship service is greed.


a.  The lust of the unstable believer is emotional stimulation.


b.  The lust of the false teacher is for more money or monetary lust.


c.  This is the sin of greed.  Greed is the inordinate desire or lust for money, wealth.


d.  The amount of money we already have has nothing to do with whether or not we are greedy.  The poor can be just as greedy as the rich.


e.  If a person has monetary lust, as they become more and more wealthy, their riches are no longer the issue, and the lust for wealth is converted into the lust for power.


f.  A lifetime of greed often results in the emotional reaction of guilt, leaving the rich person completely miserable with their wealth and power.  They finally attain all that they thought would make them happy, yet there is no happiness at the end of their life and they face death in fear, self-reproach, self-pity, and with nothing to show for their life of arrogance.

5.  Therefore, just as the greedy false-teacher is cursed at the point of physical birth with the imputation of Adam’s original sin to the old sin nature, so they are cursed at death with panic, fear, hopelessness with regard to the future, the realization of a wasted life, and the stark reality of eternal separation from God.  Being under a curse at birth, they are under a curse at death.


a.  Either we adjust to the justice of God by believing that Jesus Christ went to the Cross and died for our sins, or the justice of God adjusts to us in cursing.  God’s curse on mankind is condemnation to the eternal lake of fire unless a man believes in Christ for eternal salvation from that curse.


b.  Christ was made a curse for us that we should be made the righteousness of God by believing in Him.  Gal 3:13


c.  God’s final judgment of those who refuse to believe in Christ is found in Mt 25:41, “Then He said also to those on His left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you accursed ones, into eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels.’”

d.  Those who curse Israel are cursed by God, i.e., they receive special divine discipline from the supreme court of heaven.


e.  “Cursed is the man who trusts in man,” Jer 17:5.


f.  Children are cursed in the home by rejection of parental authority.  Believers are cursed in their spiritual life by rejection of Bible doctrine.  Unbelievers are cursed in birth, during life, in death, and in the eternal state, all because of rejection of the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ.


g.  Gal 1:8 is a parallel Scripture on the curse of the false teachers, “Even though we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.”  Anyone who adds to the biblical statement that we are saved by faith alone in Christ is cursed by God.  This includes faith plus making a commitment to Christ, faith plus making Christ Lord, faith plus not committing certain sins, faith plus acting a certain way, faith plus acknowledging Christ (a misinterpretation of Rom 10:10, which actually says, “For with the mouth acknowledgment is made [not for salvation but] because of salvation.”

h.  Worst of all, believers who do not learn Bible doctrine, grow in grace, and develop personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ have a special curse, 1 Cor 16:22, “If anyone does not love the Lord, let him be anathema maranatha [cursed until the Lord comes—the Rapture].”
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