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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

is the postpositive conjunction DE again translated “and.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and the noun EUSEBEIA, which means “with your spiritual life.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PHILADELPHIA, which means “brotherly love” or “love of the brethren.”
“and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love,”

is the postpositive conjunction DE translated “and.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular article used as a personal pronoun and the noun PHILADELPHIA, which means “with your brotherly love” or “love of the brethren.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, which means “unconditional love.”
“and with your brotherly love [supply] unconditional love.”

2 Pet 1:7 corrected translation
“and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly love [supply] unconditional love.”
Explanation:
1.  The entire sentence reads, “Now for this very reason also, in order to make every effort, supply virtue with your doctrine, and with your virtue [supply] knowledge [gnwsis], and with your knowledge [supply] self-discipline, and with your self-discipline [supply] perseverance, and with your perseverance [supply] the spiritual life, and with your spiritual life [supply] brotherly love, and with your brotherly love [supply] unconditional love.”
2.  Peter has given us a complete outline of our spiritual life, but he has done so in a most unusual form.  He states the most important factor first and then gives us the rest of the outline as what I would like to call ‘chiastic couplets’.  He uses couplets, pairing items together, but then also sets them off in chiastic form (X) at each end of the sentence, working the pairs closer together as he gets to the middle of the sentence.  Then in the middle of the sentence he gives us his “bottom line” which is the subject of the whole sentence—the spiritual life of the Church Age believer.  Here is the outline:

DOCTRINE


VIRTUE




UNCONDITIONAL LOVE



OBJECTIVE KNOWLEDGE

BROTHERLY LOVE



SELF-DISCIPLINE



PERSEVERANCE





    SPIRITUAL LIFE


a.  At the top of the outline is our number one priority—Bible doctrine circulating in our thoughts.


b.  At the bottom of the outline is our very own spiritual life—the foundation for our existence as Christians.


c.  Our spiritual life is built upon two parallel virtues of spiritual childhood:



(1)  Self-discipline to want to learn the word of God on a daily basis.



(2)  Perseverance to keep on learning the word of God regardless of the distractions in our life, whether the distractions are blessings or cursings.


d.  Self-discipline and perseverance in the spiritual life result in two greater virtues which exist in spiritual adolescence:



(1)  Objective understanding of the word of God, which is Bible doctrine that we have learned, comprehended, understood, believed, and act upon in our thinking.



(2)  A thoughtful, gracious, considerate personal love for other believers because they have the righteousness of God in them coupled with the beginning of unconditional love for them based upon your honor and integrity.


e.  Doctrine in our soul and brotherly love result in the greatest values in the spiritual life of the spiritually mature believer:



(1)  Virtue, which is the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit combined with Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of thoughts and the function of the spiritual problem solving devices of the plan of God.  Notice that brotherly love and unconditional love are not the same thing.  Brotherly love is the personal love we have for other believers based upon the virtue of unconditional love for all people.


(2)  Unconditional love, which is our total virtue, honor, and integrity directed toward all other human beings based on the virtue and values developed from the magnification of the word of God above and beyond our own person.

3.  The point of this one sentence or three verses is this:


a.  We have our very own spiritual life.  God has given us a spiritual life that is unique far beyond all other spiritual lives of human beings during the course of human history.


b.  The most important thing in your spiritual life is Bible doctrine.  Nothing is more important to us as a Christian than knowing what God thinks and why He thinks what He thinks.  Our happiness does not depend on other people, other circumstances, other things in life, but only on what God thinks.  With that as our number one priority, we begin to develop gratitude in life for all that God has done for us.  Our gratitude is our capacity for appreciation.  As our gratitude builds so does our happiness in life.  When we have maximum gratitude, then we share the happiness of God.  Therefore, our happiness depends on Bible doctrine in our soul to understand God and develop gratitude for who and what He is and all He has done for us.


c.  In order to make this happiness happen in our spiritual life, we must have Bible doctrine in our soul.  In order to have Bible doctrine in our soul, we have to have the self-discipline to go after the teaching of Bible doctrine and then to concentrate when Bible doctrine is taught.  As this occurs, we develop our perseverance to stick with the teaching of Bible doctrine as the main focus of our spiritual life, rather than turning to Christian works, good deeds, getting involved, doing things for others, helping other Christians, all of which are normal and needed but not the priority of our spiritual life.  We can do those things, but we never let those things distract us from learning Bible doctrine.  In spiritual childhood we are tested constantly with regard to our self-discipline and perseverance.


d.  Eventually we consistently pass the tests of self-discipline and perseverance, and as we accumulate more understanding of who and what God is and all that He has done for us, we develop a thorough, objective understanding of God’s plan and our relationship to that plan.  We develop objective thinking and begin to understand the whole realm of Bible doctrine in all its categories and rationales.  As this is happening, we also begin to understand what it means to be loved by God, to love God, and to love others both personally and unconditionally.  We have a tremendous appreciation for God and for how significant it is to be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We also begin to appreciate others and develop genuine humility, graciousness, and thoughtfulness for others.


e.  Finally, after a lot more doctrine, a lot more understanding, and several more tough tests by God to see if we really do believe what we say we believe, we arrive at spiritual maturity.  Our spiritual life is now based on our virtue, our values, and our unconditional love for others, which comes as a maximum function of that virtue.  We now have a true personal love for God, which is not based on emotion but on understanding.  We are virtuous in our dealings with others and have maximum gratitude for all that God has done for us.


f.  The result of all this is that the word of God has been magnified by us to be far more important than we are.  We would rather honor God’s word by our obedience to His commands than anything else in life.  We now have genuine humility based on obedience to God.  We now have genuine love for God based on respect for His authority as contained in His word.  We now have the capacity for God to give us His very own happiness because we have real gratitude for who and what He is.  We are now truly occupied with the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, in total obedience to the will of the Father, went to the Cross and died for our sins.  To Him be the glory forever and ever.  I believe it.
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