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is the intensive use of the connective conjunction KAI, translated “In fact.”
 is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” plus the article and the noun PHWNĒ, which means “solemn declaration” here.

 is the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” plus the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, meaning “to hear.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist in which the action is simply stated as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Peter, James, and John produced the action of hearing this solemn declaration from God the Father.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

 is the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun OURANOS, which means “out from heaven.”
“In fact we heard this solemn declaration out from heaven”
is the accusative feminine singular aorist passive participle from the verb PHERW, meaning “to bear, bring, bring along, carry; endure, bear, put up with; yield, produce (fruit); drive (of wind; middle=to rush Acts 2:2); bring against (of charges); move, guide (by the Holy Spirit); sustain, support (He 1.3); establish, validate, prove (Heb 9:16); put, reach out (Jn 20:27).”  When used of a divine proclamation, it means, “to make” a word, speech, charge or announcement.  This is how it is used here.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist to denote the moment when this solemn declaration was being made to the humanity of our Lord on the Mount of Transfiguration.


The passive voice indicates that the solemn declaration received the action of being made by God the Father to the ears of the humanity of Christ.


The participle is circumstantial.

“In fact we heard this solemn declaration being made out from heaven”
is the preposition SUN plus the instrumental of association from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with Him.”
 is the nominative masculine first person plural present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a aorist present which presents the action as a simple event without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Peter, James and John produced the action of being with our Lord.


The participle is a temporal participle, translated “when we were,” which indicates the time when the action took place relative to the action of the main verb—having heard the solemn declaration.

is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and adjective HAGIOS and the noun OPOS, meaning “on the holy mountain.”
“when we were with Him on the holy mountain.”
2 Pet 1:18 corrected translation
“In fact we heard this solemn declaration being made out from heaven, when we were with Him on the holy mountain.”
Explanation:
1.  The voice of God has been heard many times and this is revealed throughout Scripture.


a.  The voice of God was heard by the Exodus generation.



(1)  Ex 15:26, “And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the Lord your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the Lord, am your healer.”


(2)  Dt 4:33, “Has any people heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you have heard it, and survived?”


(3)  Dt 5:24, “You said, ‘Behold, the Lord our God has shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have heard His voice from the midst of the fire; we have seen today that God speaks with man, yet he lives.”


(4)  Dt 5:25, ‘Now then why should we die?  For this great fire will consume us; if we hear the voice of the Lord our God any longer, then we will die.”


(5)  Dt 5:26, ‘For who is there of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the midst of the fire, as we have, and lived?”


(6)  Dt 8:20, “Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish before you, so you shall perish; because you would not listen to the voice of the Lord your God.”


(7)  Dt 9:23, “When the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and possess the land which I have given you,’ then you rebelled against the command of the Lord your God; you neither believed Him nor listened to His voice.”


(8)  Dt 13:18, “if you will listen to the voice of the Lord your God, keeping all His commandments which I am commanding you today, and doing what is right in the sight of the Lord your God.”


(9)  Dt 15:5, “if only you listen obediently to the voice of the Lord your God, to observe carefully all this commandment which I am commanding you today.”

  
(10)  Dt 18:16, “This is according to all that you asked of the Lord your God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, let me not see this great fire anymore, or I will die.’“

  
(11)  Dt 30:20, “by loving the Lord your God, by obeying His voice, and by holding fast to Him; for this is your life and the length of your days, that you may live in the land which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”


(12)  Jer 11:4, “which I commanded your forefathers in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, ‘Listen to My voice, and do according to all which I command you; so you shall be My people, and I will be your God.’”

b.  The voice of God is equated with the word of God.



(1)  1 Sam 12:14, “If you will fear the Lord and serve Him, and listen to His voice and not rebel against the command of the Lord, then both you and also the king who reigns over you will follow the Lord your God.”


(2)  2 Kg 18:12, “because they did not obey the voice of the Lord their God, but transgressed His covenant, even all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded; they would neither listen nor do it.”


(3)  Jer 3:25, “Let us lie down in our shame, and let our humiliation cover us; for we have sinned against the Lord our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even to this day.  And we have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God.”


(4)  Jer 7:28 “You shall say to them, ‘This is the nation that did not obey the voice of the Lord their God or accept correction; truth has perished and has been cut off from their mouth.’”


(5)  Jer 26:13, “Now therefore amend your ways and your deeds and obey the voice of the Lord your God; and the Lord will change His mind about the misfortune which He has pronounced against you.”


(6)  Jer 42:6, “Whether it is pleasant or unpleasant, we will listen to the voice of the Lord our God to whom we are sending you, so that it may go well with us when we listen to the voice of the Lord our God.”


(7)  Jer 42:13, “‘But if you are going to say, “We will [a]not stay in this land,” so as not to listen to the voice of the Lord your God,...”


(8)  Dan 9:10, “nor have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His teachings which He set before us through His servants the prophets.”


(9)  Dan 9:11, “Indeed all Israel has transgressed Your law and turned aside, not obeying Your voice; so the curse has been poured out on us, along with the oath which is written in the law of Moses the servant of God, for we have sinned against Him.”


(10)  Hag 1:12, “Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the Lord their God and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the Lord their God had sent him.  And the people showed reverence for the Lord.”

c.  The voice of God is described in Scripture.



(1)  Ezek 10:5, “Moreover, the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer court, like the voice of God Almighty when He speaks.”


(2)  Ezek 43:2, “and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.”

d.  The spiritually dead hear the voice of God.  Jn 5:25, “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”
2.  The voice of God will be heard for all eternity.  Rev 21:3, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them.”
3.  The ‘calling’ is God the Father inviting the spiritually dead person to believe in Christ.  It is an invitation that the New Testament calls “the calling of God.”  God the Holy Spirit invites everyone to believe in Christ.  We don’t hear the voice of God, but we do understand the issue through the communication of the Gospel.  In evangelism, God the Father and God the Son issue a divine invitation or a call to believe in Jesus Christ for salvation, Rom 1:67.  God the Holy Spirit makes this call or invitation a reality in the soul of the unbeliever.  This is not an overt audible call.  This is not hearing the voice of God.  The voice of God is the word of God, and it comes through understanding in our soul that to believe in Christ is eternal life, and to reject Him is eternal condemnation.

4.  God’s current system of communication.


a.  We have communicators of doctrine in the Old Testament and New Testament.  We do not hear the voice of God, not since 96 A.D. on the isle of Patmos.  In the Old Testament, the voice of God was heard by those who had the gift of prophet.  Also men were taught by angels.  Then the written word of God was communicated.  The Old Testament communicator received his information from three sources: God, angels, and the Canon of Scripture.


b.  Until Moses there were no communicators.  Moses was as unique to the Jewish age as Paul was to the Church Age.  No one ever starts out as a communicator.  Moses had both the office and gift of prophesy.  Those with the office of prophet were official communicators of doctrine only.  Those with the gift of prophesy did something else but also communicated doctrine and received direct revelation from God, e.g., Daniel, David, Solomon.


c.  During the time of the early church, 30-96 A.D., Paul had two sources: God directly and the Old Testament Canon.  He became the greatest source of doctrine in the times of the Gentiles.  There was also the temporary spiritual gift of knowledge (gnosis), which was academic knowledge of the content of doctrine, which would be contained in the New Testament Canon before it was written.


d.  After the Canon is closed we have only one system, the pastor-teacher.  The pastor-teacher has two sources: his pastor-teacher, and the education to dig out information from the Canon itself.


e.  In the Tribulation there will be a new system.  The 144,000 Jews will teach the word of God; Moses will be resuscitated along with Elijah to teach doctrine; and angels will teach again.


f.  The communication system at present is not direct from God; it comes through the pastor-teacher.  You can’t read the Bible for yourself and get what God intended for you to fully understand.  You can get a superficial understanding, but not a full and complete understanding of what God intends for you to know.  A pastor-teacher has a spiritual gift sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit at salvation.  It is not earned or deserved.  The spiritual gift provides both the authority and ability to communicate.  All types of personalities have the gift and not all are eloquent, but they do communicate and we do understand.  Everyone has a pastor-teacher.


g.  Where the voice of the Lord is heard, there is instant obedience.  The voice of the Lord is heard through the teaching of Bible doctrine.  Do you recognize the authority of the word of God?  Do you accept the authority of your pastor-teacher?  Are you a winner or loser?
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