
2 Pet 1:13

2 Pet 1:13

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1

 is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE.  It is frequently used to introduce a simple transition.  It is especially used to insert an explanation, and when it does, it should be translated “that is.”  It is used this way in Rom 3:22, 9:30; 1 Cor 10:11, 15:56; Eph 5:32; and Phil 2:8.  With this we have the accusative neuter singular direct object from the adjective DIKAIOS, meaning “right, proper.”
 is the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb HĒGEOMAI, which means “to consider, regard, or think.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is now going on.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, Peter being the one producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“That is, I consider it right”
is the preposition EPI plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular correlative pronoun HOSOS, which means “as much as, how much; as great as, how great; as far as, how far; as long as, how long.”  With the preposition EPI it means “inasmuch as, while.”  The translation “as long as” is a good translation here.

is the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I am.”

The present tense is a durative present, which describes an action begun in the past that continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that Peter produces the action of being alive.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “in this.”
 is the locative of place from the neuter singular article and noun SKĒNWMA, which means “tent, dwelling place, or lodging,” but is used figuratively for the human “body” here.

“as long as I am in this body”
is the present active infinitive from the verb DIEGEIRW, which means “to wake up, arouse; stir up someone.”

The present tense is an iterative present, which regards the action from the standpoint of periodic action.


The active voice indicates that Peter produces the action of awakening his hearers periodically.


The infinitive is used as an epexegetical modifier of the verb “to consider” and as such functions as the indirect object of the main verb.  This can also be an infinitive of purpose.
 is the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you.”
 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun HUPOMNĒSIS, which means “a reminder, remembering, or remembrance.”  The phrase is translated “by means of a reminder.”
“to stir you up by means of a reminder,”
2 Pet 1:13 corrected translation
“That is, I consider it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by means of a reminder,”
Explanation:
1.  This sentence has to be understood in the context of the previous sentence.  Together they say, “Therefore, I intend to constantly remind you about these things, although you have known and have been strengthen by means of the truth that you have.  That is, I consider it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by means of a reminder.”

a.  In verse 13 Peter expands and explains what he said in verse 12.  Peter does not want any misunderstanding on this point.  What is his point?  That the communicator of doctrine has a responsibility to “stir up” his hearers, and to do this by means of repetition in teaching.

2.  The principles of this verse are easy to extrapolate:


a.  It is right for the pastor to stir you up with the teaching of Bible doctrine.


b.  The pastor can only do this as long as he remains alive.


c.  Because we are all human (implied by the statement “as long as I am in this body”) we tend to forget things.  Therefore, there is the constant need to be reminded about certain important things.


d.  The most important thing in life is – what does God think about certain things?

e.  Lest we forget what God thinks about certain critical things in life, God has provided the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to act as a reminder.


f.  The pastor’s job is to study and teach Bible doctrine – the word of God.  This teaching must be done as often as possible to function as a reminder to the congregation of those things which God wants them to understand, learn, remember, and act upon.


g.  Reminding believers about Church Age doctrines is the right thing for the pastor to do.  It is not only the most important thing he should be doing, but all other things in life are non-essential compared to this.

3.  The key thought in this verse which Peter emphasizes is the idea “to stir up” the believer by way of a reminder.  What does it mean to “stir you up?”

a.  The Greek verb DIEGEIRW comes from two words put together.



(1)  The preposition DIA, which when used with the concept of place means “through, along.”  With the concept of time it means, “throughout, through, during, at, after.”  With the concept of means, instrument, or agency it means, “by means of, through, with.”  With the causal concept it means “because of, for the sake of.”


(2)  The Greek verb EGEIRW means in the active voice “to wake, rouse; to lift up, raise up, bring into being.  In the passive voice it means to “wake up, awaken, rise, get up; be raised, rise, or appear.”

b.  The word is used six times in the New Testament, our passage and:



(1)  Mk 4:39, “And He got up and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, ‘Hush, be still.’ And the wind died down and it became perfectly calm.”


(2)  Lk 8:24, “They came to Jesus and woke Him up, saying, ‘Master, Master, we are perishing!’  And He got up and rebuked the wind and the surging waves, and they stopped, and it became calm.”


(3)  Jn 6:18, “The sea began to be stirred up because a strong wind was blowing.”


(4)  2 Pet 3:1, “This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder.”

c.  So the idea of this verb is to wake someone up quickly, to stir them from rest, to get their attention, to get them motivated and moving in the spiritual life.


d.  This concept is also clearly taught in:



(1)  Eph 5:14-17, “Therefore, it says, ‘Wake up, you sleeper [cosmic believer];
stand up out from the acts of death [temporal death] and Christ will shine on you.’ Therefore, understand how accurately you must walk, not as fools but as wise; keep on purchasing the time because the days are evil.  Therefore, stop becoming fools [unwise], but keep on understanding what is the will of the Lord.”


(2)  In Rom 13:11, waking up from sleep is learning and applying doctrine.  “This do also by having known the period of time [Church Age], that it is already time for you to wake up from sleep [reversionism], for now our deliverance [rapture] is nearer than when we believed.”
4.  Therefore, since this passage deals with the function of the pastor-teacher in doing his job, we must look more closely at what is the job of the pastor.  The Function of the Pastor:


a.  Eph 4:16b says “he himself [pastor] causes growth in the body.”

b.  The function of the pastor is to teach, to inculcate the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  This is the means by which the royal family of God not only orients to this period of human history, but is caused to grow and attain spiritual maturity.  In spiritual maturity, invisible spiritual heroes are manufactured and God is glorified.


c.  The pastor cannot teach what he does not know.  Therefore, the pastor must know the following concepts.



(1)  Precedence for the Church Age is taken from the dispensation of the Hypostatic Union, not from the Mosaic Law, and not from the dispensation of Israel.  No pastor will be able to properly communicate the word of God until he understands from where our precedence comes.  



(2)  The believer must understand his spiritual assets.  The pastor cannot fulfill his function unless he understands spiritual assets and teaches them.



(3)  The unique divine provision for the Church Age must be understood by the pastor.  Unless the pastor understands the unique features of the Church Age, he will not be able to cause growth in the body.  The unique features of the Church Age include the following.




(a)  The baptism of the Spirit, plus the resultant creation of the new spiritual species and the formation of the royal family of God.




(b)  The unique availability of divine power—Bible doctrine and the filling of the Spirit.



(c)  The indwelling of each member of the Trinity.




(d)  The universal priesthood of every believer.




(e)  The royal ambassadorship of every believer.




(f)  The only dispensation that is determined by historical trends rather than future prophecy.



(4)  The pastor must understand the plan of God and how it is executed.  Pastors must understand the mechanics of the spiritual life.



(5)  Every pastor should understand the problem solving devices for the Church Age, i.e., the recovery procedure, the filling of the Spirit, the faith-rest drill, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, personal love for God the Father, unconditional love for all mankind, sharing the happiness of God, a personal sense of destiny, and occupation with Christ.



(6)  The pastor must understand the concept of spiritual momentum attained through suffering for blessing.




(a)  Spiritual self-confidence plus providential preventative suffering equals spiritual autonomy.




(b)  Spiritual autonomy plus momentum testing equals spiritual maturity.




(c)  Spiritual maturity plus evidence testing equals glorification of God to the maximum in the great demonstration of divine power during the Church Age.



(7)  The spiritual impact of the invisible hero must be understood by the pastor in its five categories of personal, national, international, angelic, and heritage impact.


d.  The pastor-teacher causes spiritual growth in one way only, and that is by communication, not by illustration or being an example.  Every pastor has a sin nature and will fail.  No one grows by seeing the example of the wonderful life of a pastor; there must be communication of doctrine.  That’s the key to the spiritual gift.



(1)  There is no spiritual growth or momentum in the Christian life through program churches, Christian fellowship, or Christian service.



(2)  The only means of spiritual growth is the perception, and application of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.



(3)  No believer advances in the Christian life through any form of works, or by following the example of some pastor, or by sacrifice, service, or interaction with other believers.



(4)  Spiritual advance can only occur through postsalvation epistemological rehabilitation (understanding what the real truth really is).
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