2 John 9



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective PAS, meaning “All, Everyone.”  Then we have the appositional nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PROAGW, which in its intransitive sense (does not need an object) means “to move ahead or in front of, go before, lead the way, precede; anyone who goes too far and does not remain in the teaching 2 Jn 9.”
  It means “to go beyond established bounds of teaching or instruction, with the implication of failure to obey properly—‘to go beyond bounds, to fail to obey.’”
  The idea here is that the false-teachers have gone beyond what the Scriptures teach into ideas and concepts that are not a part of God’s word and hence not authoritative for believers.  They go beyond Scripture into the doctrine of demons.


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who” and is generic for a general category of people within the larger group of the human race.


The present tense is a progressive present for an action begun in the past, which continues to happen right now and will continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that the generic subject produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspects and substantivized by the article, functioning as the subject of its clause.

This is followed by the connective KAI, meaning “and” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb MENW, meaning “to continue, remain, abide, stay, or live.”  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here with the article governing two substantival participles connected by KAI; thus indicating two aspects of the same group of people.


The present tense is a progressive present for an action begun in the past, which continues to happen right now and will continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that the generic subject produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial in its verbal aspects and substantivized by the article, functioning as a subject of its clause.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun DIDACHĒ, which means “the content of teaching, teaching; by Jesus Jn 7:16f; 18:19; apostles Acts 2:42; 5:28; 13:12; Rom 16:17; 1 Cor 14:26; 2 Jn 9f; Rev 2:24; Tit 1:9; Heb 6:2; Rom 6:17.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “about Christ.”  Compare 1 Cor 1:6, “The testimony about Christ was confirmed among you.”  The testimony was that He was true humanity and the Son of God incarnated to take away the sins of the world.
“Everyone who keeps on going beyond the established bounds and does not continue in the sphere of the teaching about Christ”

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “God” and refers to all three members of the Trinity.  With this we have the absolute, dogmatic negative OUK, meaning “not” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”  It is used “of the relation of Christians to God and to Jesus; that is, to be in communion with them 1 Jn 2:23; 2 Jn 9.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the person who goes beyond the teaching about the person and work of Christ produces the action of not having fellowship with God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“does not have [fellowship with] God.”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb MENW, which means “The one who continues, remains, abides, stays, or resides.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and substantivizes the participle, making it the subject of the clause.


The present tense is a progressive present of duration for what has begun in the past and continues in the present, with the implication that the action will continue in the future.


The active voice indicates that the generic subject produces the action of continuing, remaining.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized as the subject of the sentence.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun DIDACHĒ, which means “the content of teaching, in the sphere of the teaching.”
“He who continues in the sphere of the teaching,”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this person, this one, this man.”  “Occasionally a demonstrative is used when no ambiguity would result if it had been deleted. This especially occurs in the nominative case: the demonstrative repeats a subject just mentioned (usually a substantival participle), even though the verb is not introduced until after the pronoun.  In effect, the pronoun resumes the subject that is now separated from the verb by the participial construction.  The pronoun is called pleonastic, redundant, or resumptive.  In such cases, the pronoun is usually best left untranslated.  However, at times, it has great rhetorical power and the English should reflect this.”
  It is used to “emphasize a person already mentioned this (very) one Mt 21:11; Jn 9:9; Acts 4:10; 9:20; 1 Jn 5:6; 2 Pet 2:17.”
  Then we have the correlative use of the KAI…KAI construction, meaning “both…and.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR and the article plus the noun HUIOS, meaning “the Father and the Son.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have” in the sense of having fellowship with someone, as we saw earlier.


The present tense is a progressive present for an action that continues throughout the spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the person who continues in the sphere of the correct teaching about the person and work of Christ produces the action of continuing to have fellowship with the Father and the Son.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“this very one keeps on having [fellowship with] both the Father and the Son.”

2 John 9 corrected translation
“Everyone who keeps on going beyond the established bounds and does not continue in the sphere of the teaching about Christ does not have [fellowship with] God.  He who continues in the sphere of the teaching, this very one keeps on having [fellowship with] both the Father and the Son.”

Explanation:
1.  “Everyone who keeps on going beyond the established bounds and does not continue in the sphere of the teaching about Christ”

a.  In the previous verse John warned this lady and her children to watch out for themselves or protect themselves.  There are two things from which we have to watch out for or protect ourselves:



(1)  we have to watch out for what we might do to ourselves, and



(2)  we have to watch out for what others might do to harm us spiritually.


b.  John now focuses his readers attention on what others might do to harm us spiritually.


c.  The subject ‘everyone’ is described as the person who continues to go beyond the boundaries of doctrine established in the word of God.


d.  This ‘going out of bounds’ is further described as someone who does not continue in the sphere of the teaching, which has previously been taught by the apostles and orthodox communicators of the word of God.


e.  False-teachers just cannot stay with the teaching of Scripture.  Their arrogance pushes them to go above and beyond what is taught in the word of God.


f.  The teaching of Bible doctrine is not adequate for them.  They have to expand on it, improve it, change it, modify it, or add to it.


g.  God has set the boundaries of His doctrine, and those boundaries have been established in the Scripture.


h.  There is nothing wrong with explaining the meaning of the Scriptures; that is the job of the man with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  However, the false-teacher goes beyond simple explanation and teaching and changes what Scripture says by twisting the meaning and intent of the passage.


i.  The false-teacher has learned the teaching about Christ, but they don’t stick with it.  Because they have learned the teaching about Christ, they are without excuse and cannot say they did not know.  They do know, but go out of bounds, beyond what they ought to teach.


j.  False-teachers are often not ignorant, but brilliant.   And like Satan, their brilliance gets them in trouble; for they become arrogant because of what they know.  Their arrogance then leads them astray, beyond what the word of God says.  Satan uses their own intellect and brilliance to destroy their orthodoxy.

k.  The area in which people so often go astray is the doctrines about the person and work of Christ and eternal salvation.  This is because these are the doctrines which are most important in the spiritual life.  Satan seeks to distort these doctrines more than any other, because these are the doctrines surrounding salvation and the purpose of human history.

2.  “does not have [fellowship with] God.”


a.  The person who does not stay with the teachings about Christ is out of fellowship with God.


b.  John taught a similar principle in 1 Jn 2:23, “Everyone who disclaims association with the Son also does not have [fellowship with] the Father.  The one who acknowledges [professes allegiance to] the Son also has [fellowship with] the Father.”


c.  The phrase ‘does not have God’ does not refer to an unbeliever.  We know this because of the previous statement ‘does not continue in the teaching about Christ.’  The implication is that at one time this person did continue in the teaching about Christ.


d.  False-teachers do not begin as false-teachers.  They generally begin as orthodox believers who go astray.


e.  Most false-teachers begin as believers in fellowship with God, who learn and apply the Word of God correctly.  Gradually over time they wander away and drift off course from grace.


f.  Once they begin to reject the teachings about the person and work of Christ as they have previously learned, they put themselves out of fellowship with God.


g.  They are in a state of sinfulness from arrogance and rejection of the word of God.


h.  Rejection of the word of God is arrogance and blasphemy against God; for rejection of what the Scriptures teach is the presumptive arrogance that God is wrong.


i.  The purpose of God the Holy Spirit is to reveal the person and work of Christ.  Therefore, any believer who rejects the teaching about Christ has rejected the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Obviously if a person rejects the ministry of the Holy Spirit, he or she is not in fellowship with the Spirit.

3.  “He who continues in the sphere of the teaching,”


a.  John now presents the other side of the coin.  The believer who continues in the sphere of the teaching about Christ keeps on having fellowship with both the Father and the Son.


b.  The objective of the spiritual life is contained within this phrase—to continue in the sphere of the teaching of Bible doctrine about Christ.


c.  There is nothing in this life to prevent a believer from continuing in the teaching of Bible doctrine, except the believer himself.


d.  Every believer in the Church Age has had the equal opportunity to continue in the sphere of the teaching about Christ.


e.  All three members of the Trinity provide everything necessary for us to continue in the sphere of Bible doctrine.


f.  Continuing in the sphere of Bible doctrine is our spiritual life.  It includes two aspects:



(1)  Being a hearer of the word of God.



(2)  Being a doer of the word of God.

4.  “this very one keeps on having [fellowship with] both the Father and the Son.”

a.  The positive believer is a believer who keeps on learning and applying doctrine in his life.


b.  This believer is definitely in fellowship with God.  Specifically here John teaches that this believer has a special relationship of communion or fellowship with both the Father and the Son.


c.  Fellowship with God includes all three members of the Trinity.



(1)  1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, by means of Whom you were called for the purpose of fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”



(2)  2 Cor 13:13, “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit [is] with all of you.”



(3)  Phil 2:1, “Therefore, if there is any encouragement in Christ, and there is, if there is any comfort from love, and there is, if there is any fellowship [association, partnership] with the Spirit, and there is,”



(4)  1 Jn 1:3b, “Furthermore, our fellowship [is] also with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.”


d.  We cannot have fellowship with God without continuing to think and live in the sphere of the teachings of the word of God.


e.  In this context John has explained this teaching as:



(1)  Continuing to believe that our Lord was and is eternal God.



(2)  Continuing to believe that our Lord was and is true humanity.



(3)  Continuing to believe that our Lord continued to be God, and yet became a true human being and lived among us as a normal man.



(4)  Continuing to believe that our Lord lived as a true man in order to provide eternal salvation for anyone who would believe in Him.


f.  At the time John wrote there were some believers who had left the community and teaching of the local church and had established new and different teachings that put them out of fellowship with God.  These believers no longer accepted the teachings about Christ, which they had previously learned.  They were out of fellowship with God and had left the fellowship of the orthodox local churches.  They were out of bounds with regard to their beliefs and their teachings.  Therefore, they were out of fellowship with God.  Therefore, John will warn these positive believers to not receive them into their home or provide for them in any way.
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