2 John 8



- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to watch, look to, beware of, Mk 13:9; Phil 3:2; beware, look out Mt 24:4; Mk 13:5; Lk 21:8; Acts 13:40; 1 Cor 8:9; 10:12; Gal 5:15; Heb 12:25.”


The present tense is a progressive present for an action that should continue now and in the future.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom John writes must produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “yourselves.”
“Look out for yourselves,”

- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HINA, used to explain the content of the previous verb of perception.  It is translated “that” and takes the place of the explanatory infinitive.  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to fail to obtain what one expects or anticipates, to lose out on, lose; lose the reward Mt 10:42; Mk 9:41; Lk 15:8f; lose what we have worked for 2 Jn 8.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action up into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that believers should not produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the explanatory clause and to indicate a contingency based upon human volition.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “that which.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, accomplish, carry out.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the completion of a past action as a fact.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; the believers to whom John writes having produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“that you may not lose that which you have accomplished,”

 - is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun MISTHOS, meaning “a reward” and the adjective PLĒRĒS, meaning “full, complete.”  Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOLAMBANW, which means “to receive from someone.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into an entirety and states it as a potential fact.


The active voice indicates that all believers have the potential of producing this action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential, indicating the involvement of human volition.

“but receive a full reward.”

2 John 8 corrected translation
“Look out for yourselves, that you may not lose that which you have accomplished, but receive a full reward.”

Explanation:
1.  “Look out for yourselves,”


a.  We have a responsibility to protect ourselves in life.  God will protect us from many dangers in life through the use of our guardian angel(s) (some of us may need more than one), from His direct intervention in human history, and by using others to protect us.  But there are certain things from which only we can protect ourselves, such as the old sin nature within us.


b.  No one can protect us from our sin nature but us.  God cannot intervene to coerce or control our volition, and certainly other people cannot control our sin nature for us.  Therefore, we are the only ones who can pay attention to what our sin nature wants and is attempting to get.   We are the only ones who can say ‘no’ to our sin nature and stop it from doing the wrong thing.


c.  We are the only ones who can protect ourselves from ourselves, and this is the command John emphasizes here.  Therefore, we have to know how to protect ourselves from ourselves.



(1)  First, we must have the knowledge of the word of God circulating in our thoughts to have any possibility of recognizing the evil and sinful intentions of the sin nature.



(2)  Knowing the word of God should then motivate us to want to apply it to ourselves.  Some believers do this and others do not.  Some believers just do not want to protect themselves from their sin nature, but would rather follow the desires of their sin nature to their own ruin and destruction.  This is called perpetual carnality or the state of sinfulness leading to death.



(3)  Applying the standards of Bible doctrine to self means saying ‘no’ to the temptations and desires of the sin nature, such as not seeking revenge against those who wrong us.



(4)  Performing this action is a daily, hourly, minute-by-minute task in life.  Saying ‘no’ to the sin nature is a real accomplishment in the spiritual life, and is something for which God rewards the successful believer.



(5)  Why does God reward the believer for saying ‘no’ to the lust pattern and desires of the sin nature?  One of Satan’s arguments against God in the angelic conflict is that God has made creatures the way they are.  Therefore, for a creature to act like a creature is not wrong.  They are merely doing what God created them to do.  Therefore, when any creature sins, they are simply doing what God designed them to do in the first place.  Therefore, how can God be right in condemning and judging them for doing what He designed them to do in the first place?


(6)  God’s answer to this blasphemy of His character is that creatures have a free will to do whatever they want and God has the right to demand of the creature that they restrain themselves from doing what God considers wrong.  This was the whole point of the test of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden, and it is still the point in the spiritual life of the believer.


(7)  One of the reasons we are here after salvation is to prove to Satan that we can and will say ‘no’ to the sin nature’s desires and lusts.  We are here to prove to Satan that a creature who trusts in God does have the ability to not follow sinful and evil desires.  Satan could have trusted in God and not followed his desire to sin.  He did not.  We have trusted in God and have been given the ability by God to say ‘no’ to the sin nature.  Now it is up to us to look out for ourselves and do so.

2.  “that you may not lose that which you have accomplished,”

a.  Then John explains exactly why we should be looking out for ourselves or protecting ourselves from ourselves—that we may not lose what we have accomplished.  What have we accomplished?  We have accomplished spiritual momentum in the spiritual life.  How did we accomplish this momentum?  Through the consistent and persistent learning and application of the word of God to our own spiritual life.


b.  When do we accomplish this?  We accomplish this on a daily basis throughout our spiritual life.  Why do we accomplish this?  We do so for the glorification of God.  Who can accomplish this?  Anyone who has believed in Christ.


c.  The implication of the subjunctive mood here is critical, because it indicates possibility.


(1)  It is possible to have tremendous accomplishment in the spiritual life.



(2)  It is just as possible to lose this accomplishment.



(3)  Everything depends on what we decide.  Human volition has been and will always be the issue in human history.


d.  God does not want us to lose anything in the spiritual life.  Just as He is not willing that any unbeliever should perish, so He is not willing that any believer not receive a full reward in time and in the eternal state.


e.  We lose our spiritual accomplishments by losing our spiritual momentum.  We lose our spiritual momentum by rejecting the word of God and doing what we want instead of what God wants.  In other words, we live on our own agenda rather than on God’s agenda.


f.  It is possible for a mature believer to lose everything they have accomplished in the spiritual life.  All they have to do is begin to say ‘yes’ to the temptations of the sin nature.


g.  All of our accomplishments in the spiritual life have rewards for time and eternity attached to them.  Every time we step backwards in the spiritual life, we also lose the rewards that go with that accomplishment.  Some believers are going to be terribly embarrassed at the evaluation throne of Christ by the rewards they have lost through their own decisions not to protect themselves from themselves.

3.  “but receive a full reward.”


a.  In contrast to losing what we have accomplished we have the opportunity of receiving a full reward.  These rewards include blessings for both time and eternity.


b.  Our full reward is not just receiving blessings in eternity beyond our imagination, but also receiving blessings in time, both now and during the millennial reign of Christ.

c.  We and only we can protect our full reward.  Our full reward comes from saying ‘no’ to the sin nature and executing the will of God.  Receiving a full reward is receiving all the blessings for time (the millennial reign of Christ and eternity) that God has prepared for those who love Him.
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