2 John 7



- is the use of the conjunction HOTI to give the ground or reason for the previous statement by John.  It is translated “For” or “Because.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many” and the adjective used as a substantive PLANOS, meaning “deceivers, impostors.”  This is followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EXERCHOMAI, which means “to go out.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which presents the action as a past, completed fact.  It is translated by using the auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that the many deceivers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “into the world” and refers to the cosmic system of Satan and world of mankind.

“For many deceivers have gone out into the world,”

- is the appositional or explanatory nominative masculine plural from the articular present active participle of the verb HOMOLOGEW with the negative MĒ, meaning “those who do not acknowledge.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, referring back to the nominative subject—the deceivers.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what these deceivers are doing.


The active voice indicates that the deceivers produce the action of not acknowledging.


The participle is circumstantial and substantivized as the subject of the clause.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the proper names IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, which means “Jesus Christ.”  This is followed by the accusative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”  “An anarthrous participle in the accusative case, in conjunction with an accusative noun or pronoun, sometimes indicates indirect discourse after a verb of perception or communication.﻿”
  Indirect discourse is translated “that Jesus Christ has come.”  As with the infinitive of indirect discourse, the participle of indirect discourse retains the tense of the direct discourse.  The verb HOMOLEGEW also takes an object-complement double accusative.  The nouns ‘Jesus Christ’ are the object and the participle ‘coming’ is the complement.


The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes a past, completed action.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense with the subject (Jesus Christ) producing the action.


The participle in the accusative case introduces indirect discourse.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun SARX, which means “in the flesh,” that is, as a true human being.


“those who do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “This” and “has virtually a generic force here: ‘﻿Such a person is the deceiver and the antichrist.﻿’”
  We could translate this demonstrative pronoun as: ‘This kind of person’ or ‘This sort of person’ or ‘This type of person’.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present state or condition described as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice is a stative active voice in which the subject exists in the state indicated by the verb.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and adjective PLANOS, meaning “the deceiver” with the explanatory or explicative use of the conjunction KAI (see BAGD, p. 495), meaning “that is” or “namely” followed by the article and noun ANTICHRISTOS, meaning “the antichrist.”

“This kind of person is the deceiver; that is, the antichrist.”

2 John 7 corrected translation
“For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.  This kind of person is the deceiver; that is, the antichrist.”
Explanation:
1.  “For many deceivers have gone out into the world,”

a.  John continues with an explanation of why we need to keep on walking in the command to love one another, which we have heard from the beginning of our spiritual training.


b.  The reason we need to keep on loving one another is because many deceivers have gone out into the world.


c.  These deceivers are false-teachers and were discussed by John in his previous letter.



(1)  1 Jn 2:19, “They went out from us, however they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but [they went out from us], in order that they might be exposed, because all [believers] did not belong to us.”



(2)  1 Jn 2:26, “I have written you these things about those who keep trying to mislead you.”



(3)  1 Jn 4:1, “Beloved ones, stop believing every spirit [charismatic prophet], but keep on critically examining those spirits [charismatic prophets] whether they are from God, because many false-prophets have gone out into the world.”


d.  These deceivers come in two categories.



(1)  Some deceivers are unbelievers, dispatched by Satan as false-teachers to reject the person and work of Christ.



(2)  Some deceivers are believers, who have gone out from the fellowship of the local church into the cosmic system to inadvertently work for Satan and his cosmic system.


e.  These deceivers have first deceived themselves with self-deception, and now are in the process of deceiving others.  Because they are in self-deception, they don’t even realize that they are agents of Satan and deceiving others.  They truly believe that they are agents of God and doing His will.


f.  There are not just a few deceivers, but Satan has flooded mankind with false-teachers, false-doctrine, and the deceptions of the cosmic system.

2.  “those who do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.”

a.  John continues by further defining and explaining who these deceivers are.  They are those public speakers, teachers, evangelists, ministers, missionaries, theologians, and common believers, who do not acknowledge that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.


b.  John spoke about these people in his previous letter in 1 Jn 2:22, “Who is the liar [false teacher] but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This one is the antichrist—the one who repudiates the Father and the Son.”


c.  Acknowledging that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh means accepting the fact that Jesus Christ has always been eternal deity as the Son of God, and that He became true humanity and lived a real human life on earth as a man.


d.  The false-teachers deny the reality of His person as a real human being or as God incarnate or both.


e.  The objective of their teaching is to get people to disbelieve either that:



(1)  Jesus Christ is eternal God—denial of His deity, or



(2)  that Jesus Christ is true humanity—denial of His humanity, or



(3)  both—denial of His hypostatic union.


f.  Instead of teaching that Jesus Christ came in the flesh, they teach various false ideas, such as:



(1)  that Jesus Christ was never God eternally, but God the Father made him a “God” because of the perfect life he lived.



(2)  that the eternal deity of Christ came upon him at his baptism, then left him on the cross, and then returned to him again to create the resurrection.  A variation on this is that he was not deified until his session at the right hand of the Father.



(3)  that Jesus Christ was never really here as a man at all, but was only a spirit that was visible to men and kept disappearing and showing up again.


g.  The satanic point of denying the true humanity of Christ is that if Jesus Christ is not truly a man, then it is impossible for him to bear the sins of the world and be judged for them, since deity can having nothing to do with sin.


h.  Satan’s argument before the Supreme Court of Heaven is that men universally disbelieve in the true humanity of Christ, and therefore, God’s case against Satan is based upon false evidence.


i.  The whole point of the mass influx of satanic deceivers in the world is to immediately discredit the testimony of Jesus Christ against Satan that Jesus was a real human being, Who was totally obedient to the will of God the Father.

3.  “This kind of person is the deceiver; that is, the antichrist.”

a.  John continues with one more definitive explanation of who and what this type of person is.  This person is the kind or type of person that is not just a deceiver of self and others, but also a kind of person such as the antichrist.


b.  John also taught this concept in his previous letter,



(1)  1 Jn 2:18, “Children [positive believers], it is the last time, and just as you have heard that antichrist will come, even now [Church Age] many antichrists [believers and unbelievers in Satan’s cosmic system] exist;”



(2)  1 Jn 4:2-5, “By this recognize the spirit [person] from God: every spirit who acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; and every spirit [charismatic speaker] who does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.  Furthermore, this one is the one belonging to Antichrist, about whom you have heard that he is coming, and in fact now he is already in the world.  You are from God, dear children, and you have overcome them [the antichrists], because greater is the One [Holy Spirit] in you than the one [Satan] in the world.  They are from the cosmic system.  Therefore, they speak from the source of the cosmic system and the cosmic system hears and understands them.”


c.  False teachers are against Christ.  They oppose Christ and everything to do with His person and His work.


d.  Antichrists are those people who reject the true person of Christ in either His true humanity, His deity, or His hypostatic union.


e.  Antichrists are false-teachers, who reject the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us.


f.  An antichrist is any public speaker that in anyway denigrates the person and work of Jesus Christ in any way.


g.  This type of person is an agent of Satan and lives in a world of self-deception and unreality, to the point that they live a life of deceiving others.


h.  John has now set the stage for advising his dear friend to not have anything to do with these men or women.
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