2 John 4



- is the first person singular aorist deponent passive indicative from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to be happy, to be delighted, or to be pleased.”  With this we have the adverb of degree LIAN, which means “to a high degree, very (much), exceedingly.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which looks at the past action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The deponent passive voice is active in meaning, John producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

“I was very pleased”

- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  Then we have the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HEURISKW, which means “to discover.”


The perfect tense is an aoristic or dramatic perfect, which merely states the action as a past, completed fact without reference to a continuing result.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of the divided whole or the partitive genitive from the neuter plural article and noun TEKNON with the possessive genitive of the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “out from your children.”  The substantive (‘children’) denotes the whole of which the head noun (here omitted by ellipsis, but it would be the word ‘some’) is a part.  Occasionally, the noun to which the genitive is related is absent (here it would be the noun ‘some’), understood from the context.  Therefore, it is necessary to supply the “part.”  With the part added, the translation becomes “some of your children.”  Then we have a double accusative of personal and impersonal object, the implied “some” being the personal object and the participle “walking” the impersonal object, from the accusative masculine plural present active participle from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”


The present tense is descriptive for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the children of this lady are producing the action of walking, which is a metaphor for living the spiritual life of the Church Age.


The participle is substantival, functioning as the direct object of the verb “to discover.”

This is followed by the preposition EN plus locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “in the sphere of the truth” and refers to the body of truth, that is, Bible doctrine.

“because I discovered [some] of your children walking in the truth,”

- is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, which means “just as, even as, or simply as.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ENTOLĒ, which means “commandment, mandate, or order.”  This is followed by the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action and is translated with the auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of having received a commandment from God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition PARA plus the ablative of origin or source from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, which means “from the Father.”

“just as we have received a command from the Father.”

2 John 4 corrected translation
“I was very pleased because I discovered [some] of your children walking in the truth, just as we have received a command from the Father.”

Explanation:
1.  “I was very pleased because I discovered [some] of your children walking in the truth,”

a.  Nothing makes a pastor happier than the positive volition of those he teaches.  There is no greater satisfaction and joy for a communicator of God’s word than to know that his hearers  understood and believed what he taught.  This is true for evangelists, missionaries, seminary professors, and pastors.  3 Jn 1:4, “I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.”


b.  The phrase ‘very pleased’ tells us that there are degrees of emotion.  We can ‘be pleased’ or ‘very pleased’ with many variations below and above ‘being pleased’.  Some things we enjoy more than others in life, but the greatest pleasure should come from understanding the word of God and then applying it.


c.  John was exceedingly delighted that some of this lady’s children were living the spiritual life of the Church Age, for walking in the truth is a metaphor for living the spiritual life.


d.  Walking in the truth is synonymous with walking in the light, another of John’s metaphors:



(1)  1 Jn 1:6-7, “If we say [to others or think to ourselves] that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.  But if we keep walking in the light [function in the spiritual life] as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other, because the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”



(2)  John also used the term ‘walking’ for the execution of the spiritual life, 1 Jn 2:6, “The one who maintains that he continues to remain in Him [Christ] must also himself keep walking just as He walked.”



(3)  Paul also used the walking metaphor:




(a)  Rom 8:4, “in order that the legal requirement of the Law might be fulfilled by us, who keep walking, not according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.”




(b)  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”




(c)  1 Cor 7:17, “But to each one as the Lord has assigned, as God has called each person, he must keep on walking in this manner.  Indeed I command in this manner in all the churches.”




(d)  2 Cor 4:2, “Rather we have renounced the secret things of dishonor, not walking in craftiness nor falsifying the word of God, but by means of the open proclamation of the truth, presenting ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”




(e)  2 Cor 5:7, “For we keep on walking by means of doctrine, not by means of what is seen.”




(f)  2 Cor 10:2, “Now I ask that I might not be bold while present with the confidence by means of which I am proposing to show courage against some, who look upon us as though we are walking according to the flesh.”




(g)  Gal 5:16, “But I keep on declaring, ‘Keep on walking in the sphere of the Spirit and you will never carry out the lust of the flesh.’”




(h)  Eph 5:2, “And begin walking in the sphere of virtue-love, just as Christ also loved you and delivered Himself over as a substitute for us, an offering and sacrifice to God resulting in an aroma of fragrance.”




(i)  Eph 5:8, “For you were once in the status of darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.”




(j)  Phil 3:17-18, “Brethren, be co-imitators of me, and be looking for those who continue walking as follows: just as you have us as a pattern.  For many keep walking, concerning whom I have told you many times, and now I continue telling even with weeping,—the enemies of the cross of Christ,”




(k)  Col 2:6, “Therefore, as you accepted Christ Jesus, the Lord, keep walking in Him,”




(l)  Col 4:5, “Keep on walking with wisdom toward those outside, purchasing the time.”




(m)  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally, therefore, brethren, we ask you and exhort you because of the Lord Jesus that just as you received from us how it is necessary for you to walk and to please God even as also you are walking, that you might excel even more.”




(n)  2 Thes 3:11, “For we hear that certain ones are walking among you in laziness, doing nothing but being useless gossips.”



(4)  Peter also used the walking metaphor in 1 Pet 5:8, “Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the Devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.”


e.  The partitive genitive or ‘ablative of the whole’ (‘some of your children’) tells us that not all of this lady’s children were living the spiritual life and may have even been unbelievers.  The point is that this mother evangelized her children and taught them the principles of the spiritual life.  Some of the children were positive and some were not.  This was indicative of what was going on in the world at that time and is still going on today.  There will always be people who hear the gospel and do not believe in Christ, just as there will always be believers who hear the teaching of God’s word and ignore it.  This lady’s family was simply a microcosm of the rest of the world.


f.  The mother is not responsible for the failure of her children to believe in Christ or to live the spiritual life.  Parents should never blame themselves for their children not believing in Christ or not caring about the word of God.  The children are responsible for their own decisions.


g.  John was not shocked and surprised that some of this lady’s children were living the spiritual life, that would have been an insult to her.  He was happy for them and happy for her, because positive children are a lifelong blessing to their parents.



(1)  Prov 10:1, “The proverbs of Solomon.  A wise son makes a father happy, but a foolish son is a grief to his mother.”



(2)  Prov 15:20, “A wise son makes a father happy, but a foolish man despises his mother.”



(3)  Prov 23:15, “My son, if your heart is wise, my own heart also will be glad.”



(4)  Prov 23:24, “The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice, and he who sires a wise son will be glad in him.”



(5)  Prov 27:11, “Be wise, my son, and make my heart glad, that I may reply to him who reproaches me.”


h.  The manner in which John discovered that this lady and her children were walking in the truth is probably the same way which John found out about how Gaius in 3 John was executing the spiritual life—believers of that local church visited John and told him, 3 Jn 3.

2.  “just as we have received a command from the Father.”


a.  The command from the Father is that we love one another with unconditional love.


b.  This is the command that was given to our Lord, and which He fulfilled completely.


c.  This same command was given to us by God the Father through our Lord.



(1)  Jn 12:49-50, “For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself who sent Me has given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak.  I know that His commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me.”



(2)  Jn 13:34, “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”



(3)  Jn 14:31, “but so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do exactly as the Father commanded Me.  Get up, let us go from here.”



(4)  Jn 15:10, “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love; just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”



(5)  Jn 15:12, “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you.”



(6)  Jn 15:17, “This I command you, that you love one another.”


d.  We know that the command from the Father about which John is thinking is the command to love one another because it is the subject of his next statement, “Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.”


e.  John equates walking in the truth with obeying the command to love one another unconditionally.  We cannot execute or fulfill the will of God without loving one another unconditionally.


f.  The divine truth is that God is unconditional, unfailing love.  That truth is what we must believe in order to be saved.  Believing in Christ is having absolute confidence that God the Father loved the world with such an unconditional, unfailing love, and that He sent His own Son to be a propitiation for our sins that we might have eternal life.  Failure to believe in that divine love is failure to believe in Christ.  The unbeliever rejects the unconditional, unfailing love of God, when he refuses to believe in Christ.  He refuses to believe that God loves him with an unconditional, unfailing love.


g.  Therefore, the commandment to love one another with an unconditional, unfailing love is the execution in us as believers of what God the Father executed toward us as unbelievers.  Once we believe in God’s unconditional, unfailing love, He expects us to learn about it through His Truth (His Word) and exhibit it toward others.


h.  This is what some of the children of this lady were doing and it was the greatest pleasure to John to learn that they understood what God wanted and were doing it.
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