2 John 3



- is the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “it will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place or that a state will be.


The deponent middle is active in meaning, indicating that grace, mercy, and prosperity produce the action of being with us in the future.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with us.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from three nouns:


1.  The feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “Grace.”


2.  The neuter singular noun ELEOS, meaning “kindness or concern expressed for someone in need: mercy, compassion, pity, clemency.”
  ELEOS is the word used in the Septuagint at Ps 100:5 to translate the Hebrew word CHESED, which means “unfailing love.”  Therefore, mercy is the expression of God’s unfailing love.


3.  The feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, health, welfare, prosperity, harmony.”  It is used for harmonious rapport with God.
“Grace, mercy, harmony will be with us”

- is the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”  With this we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  The absence of the article indicating that this is not just any ‘father’ but the highest quality of father, that is, God the Father.  Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “from Jesus Christ.”  This is followed by the appositional genitive from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son.”  With this we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Son of the Father.”

“from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father”

- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “by means of truth (referring to Bible doctrine), with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”  It is also possible that this could be the instrumental of cause, which would be translated “because of truth and unconditional love.”  The difference theologically between God’s grace, mercy and harmony being with us ‘by means of truth and love’ or ‘because of truth and love’ is negligible.  The two ideas are the same.

“by means of truth and unconditional love.”

2 John 3 corrected translation
“Grace, mercy, harmony will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father by means of truth and unconditional love.”
Explanation:
1.  “Grace, mercy, harmony will be with us”

a.  This is the same phrase used by Paul in 1 Tim 1:2 and 2 Tim 1:2 with the use of the preposition PARA rather than APO, which means the same thing when used with the ablative of origin or source (“from”).  The difference here is that Paul does not use the phrase “will be with us” and John does.Therefore, John is emphasizing what will occur in the future, not only during our spiritual life, but also in the eternal state.


b.  We have grace from God now and will receive even greater grace in the eternal state.   We have the unfailing love of God now and will have the mercy or unfailing love of God in eternity.  We have harmonious rapport or peace with God now, and will continue to do so in eternity.


c.  Grace is the function of the love of God toward mankind during the Church Age.  It is God’s policy for the Church Age and the basis for everything John is about to teach.


d.  Mercy is grace in action, the execution and function of the unfailing love of God.



(1)  Mercy is the function of grace orientation to others.



(2)  Mercy includes the forgiveness of others.



(3)  Mercy is the function of unconditional virtue-love for others.



(4)  Mercy is the royal family honor code in action.



(5)  Mercy is thoughtfulness and considerateness of others.



(6)  Mercy is kindness toward others who do not deserve it.


e.  Spiritual prosperity is harmonious rapport with God.



(1)  Spiritual prosperity is the thinking of the word of God in the soul.



(2)  The ultimate objective is to have spiritual prosperity, which means harmonious rapport with God from one’s own spiritual growth.



(3)  Spiritual prosperity includes all of our blessings for time, doctrine circulating in the soul, continual growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, being an invisible hero and winner believer, and finally being filled up with all the fullness of God (PLĒRWMA status).  John wanted these things for this lady and her wonderful children, as well all the members of her church.

2.  “from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Son of the Father”

a.  The source of our spiritual prosperity is God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  This prosperity was designed by God the Father in eternity past as a part of His perfect plan for our lives.


c.  Then God the Father placed this spiritual prosperity on deposit with Jesus Christ as the escrow officer.


d.  Our Lord conveys these blessings to us upon fulfillment of the conditions of the escrow account.  We fulfill the conditions of the escrow by advancing in the spiritual life by learning and applying the doctrine in our souls with the result that we attain spiritual maturity.


e.  God the Father has a perfect plan for our life, which is based upon the policy of grace, executed through the mercy of God, which is the manifestation of His love, and results in peace, harmony, and total spiritual prosperity from God.


f.  John begins his letter by setting the goal for the spiritual lives of believers who will read this letter.

3.  “by means of truth and unconditional love.”

a.  Then John explains how these wonderful gifts from God of grace, mercy, and harmony become ours in the spiritual life—we have these things by means of Bible doctrine in the soul (truth) and unconditional love toward all.


b.  Grace will be with us by means of the word of God in our souls.


c.  Grace will be with us by means of unconditional love.


d.  Mercy will be with us by means of the word of God in our souls.


e.  Mercy will be with us by means of unconditional love.


f.  Harmony with God will be with us by means of the word of God in our souls.


g.  Harmony with God will be with us by means of unconditional love.


h.  Bible doctrine in the soul is the means by which we receive the understanding and appreciation of God’s grace.  Until we understand and appreciate God’s grace, the only grace we ever receive is logistical grace.  Not until we understand and appreciate God’s grace do we receive greater grace from God.


i.  The unconditional love of God toward us is the means by which we receive grace, mercy, and peace with God.


j.  God’s unconditional love was expressed in sending His Son to be a propitiation for our sins that we might receive the grace of God in salvation and have peace with God in reconciliation.


k.  God’s unconditional love expressed itself in unfailing love toward us as His creatures in providing eternal life for us and in providing everything we will ever need in the spiritual life and in eternity.


l.  Bible doctrine is the revelation of the grace, mercy, and harmony with God.  Unconditional love is the action from the integrity of God to make these things happen in our life.


m.  We have a double portion of grace, mercy, and harmony because these spiritual blessings come from both God the Father and God the Son.


n.  These spiritual blessings are ours and keep on increasing by means of Bible doctrine in the soul and the development of unconditional love toward all as the application of that doctrine in our spiritual life.


o.  So John begins his letter with not just a Christian formula greeting, but the formula for the execution of the spiritual life with emphasis on everything that is important to God. Therefore, these things should be of absolute importance to us.


p.  John is not just saying “Hi”; he is making a definitive doctrinal statement about the major topic of his previous letter (1 John) and sets the stage with the phrase Jesus Christ the Son of the Father.  Once again John is going to deal with the subject of the deity and true humanity of Christ in hypostatic union.
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