2 John 2



- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “because of truth.”  The word ALĒTHEIA is used here in the sense of “the body of truth,” that is, Bible doctrine in the soul.  Then we have the appositional accusative from the feminine singular articular present active participle of the verb MENW, which means “to remain, continue, abide, reside, or live.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, referring back to the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA.  It is translated “which” and means “the truth, which.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the teaching of the word of God or Bible doctrine produces the action of residing in both John and the lady to whom he writes.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “in us.”

“because of truth which resides in us,”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “with us.”  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “will be.”


The predictive future affirms what will definitely happen.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning; God’s word of Truth shall produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, which means “of time to come which, if it has no end, is also known as eternity: to eternity, eternally, in perpetuity: Jn 6:51, 58; 8:35; 12:34; 2 Cor 9:9; 1 Pet 1:25; 1 Jn 2:17; 2 Jn 2.”
 

“and shall be with us eternally.”

2 John 2 corrected translation
“because of truth which resides in us, and shall be with us eternally.”

Explanation:
1.  “because of truth [Bible doctrine] which resides in us,”

a.  The entire sentence reads: “The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom I love in doctrine, and not I only, but also all who have known doctrine, because of truth [Bible doctrine] which resides in us, and shall be with us eternally.”


b.  This is a similar phrase to what Paul declares in 2 Cor 11:10, “The truth of Christ is in me…”


c.  John makes it very clear that the unconditional love which he has for this lady and her children is based upon the doctrine resident in his soul.


d.  The Truth which resides in us in God’s truth.  Satan has no truth.  The cosmic system or the world has no absolute truth.  The only genuine truth that exists in the universe is God’s truth.  Man’s truth is relative truth—it is constantly changing.

e.  God’s Truth is the word of God or Bible doctrine.


f.  One of the greatest objectives of the spiritual life is to accomplish the transfer of God’s truth from the page of Scripture to the our souls and have it live and abide there during our life.


g.  Bible doctrine is useless in a closed Bible.  The word of God was meant to be read, learned, studied, and thought about on a daily basis.


h.  The whole purpose of God the Father and God the Son sending the Spirit to help believers during the Church Age is to help them learn, remember, and apply ‘what we have heard’.


i.  John has spent about seventy-five years now learning God’s Word.  (He would have begun learning the Torah as a five year old boy, while growing up in a normal Jewish home.)  The Truth of God’s word resides in him and has produced the most wonderful capacity for unconditional love for other believers.


j.  John expresses this genuine brotherly-love toward a mature believer and her adult children, who have also continued in positive volition to the Truth of God’s word.


k.  There is a strong harmonious rapport between believers that love God’s word.  It is the real capacity for friendship, love, romance, and toleration of others.


l.  John loves these positive believers because the Bible doctrine within himself that creates his capacity for love.  These other believers also have within themselves the same truth, which creates a mutual love for John.

2.  “and shall be with us eternally.”


a.  John adds a short statement that is found no where else in Scripture.  The word of God, which lives and abides forever, will also be with us forever.


b.  There are several things that will be with us forever:



(1)  God the Holy Spirit shall be with us forever, Jn 14:16, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Mentor, that He may be with you forever.”



(2)  The written word of God will be with us forever.



(3)  The forty or more things God gives us at the moment of salvation will be with us forever.



(4)  Our friends and loved ones who have believed in Christ will be with us forever.



(5)  The Bible doctrine we learn now shall be with us eternally, 2 Jn 2.


(6)  The Living Word of God, Jesus Christ, shall be with us forever.


c.  Some believers will enter the eternal state with a lack of wisdom; that is, Bible doctrine in their soul, Jam 1:4-5, “Moreover patience [endurance, perseverance] must keep on having complete [mature, fully developed] production, in order that you might be mature and undamaged, being deficient in nothing.  But if any of you is in need of wisdom [and you are], keep on asking from God, who keeps on giving to all without reservation; that is, without reproaching [reviling, mocking, insulting or shaming], and it shall be given to him.”  Some believers will never ask for this wisdom, but will remain deficient in wisdom.


g.  Since God is not willing that any of us miss out on the wisdom of understanding His plan, purpose, and will for our lives, the believers who miss out on learning doctrine in time will have the opportunity to learn doctrine in heaven.  However, they will enter the eternal state without the capacity for blessings for eternity, and therefore, will not receive them at the evaluation throne of Christ.  God doesn’t bless those who have not developed capacity to appreciate the blessings given by God.  (For example, you don’t give a Corvette Stingray car to a five year old.  They don’t have the capacity to appreciate or use the gift.)  Likewise, God doesn’t give future rewards and blessings to believers with no capacity to enjoy or appreciate those blessings.  This is why not all believers received the crown of glory or the crown of righteousness, etc.

h.  But for the mature believer, who has doctrine in the soul in time from the daily study of God’s word, there is fantastic capacity for love, happiness, and blessing both in time and eternity.  The wisdom he gains now from positive volition to the Truth results in unbelievable rewards and blessings in eternity.


i.  You take your wisdom with you to the evaluation throne of Christ, and without the hindrance of the sin nature, and with the ability of the resurrection body and God the Holy Spirit’s support and mentorship, we will be able to make the most fantastic use of the word of God forever.


j.  The truth, which lives in our soul now and which will continue to be with us eternally, will make all the difference in heaven between believers who were positive to the word of God while living on earth and those who were negative.
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