2 John 11



- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who” and also substantivizes the participle, making it the subject of this clause.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what generally will occur under the circumstances described.


The active voice indicates that the unsuspecting believer who does welcome the false-teacher produces the action of welcoming or greeting him.


The participle is circumstantial and functions as a substantive subject of the clause.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, and meaning “to him” and referring to the false-teacher described in the previous verse.  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb CHAIRW, which means “to greet, welcome.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what potentially will happen.


The active voice indicates that the unsuspecting believer produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which functions as the direct object of the verbal aspect of the circumstantial participle.

“for the one who welcomes him”

 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KOINWNEW, which means “to share, participate in the deeds of others means to be equally responsible for them 1 Tim 5:22; 2 Jn 11.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the unsuspecting believer produces the action of participating in the evil deeds, practices, activities, and teaching of the false-teacher.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the locative of sphere from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the possessive genitive from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in his actions, activities, deeds, works.”  With this we have the locative neuter plural article and adjective PONĒROS, which means “wicked, evil, bad, base, worthless, vicious, or degenerate.”

“participates in his evil activities.”

2 John 11 corrected translation
“for the one who welcomes him participates in his evil activities.”
Explanation:
1.  “for the one who welcomes him”

a.  John continues with the ultimate and crushing reason why we are not to do anything to support, encourage, or even acknowledge with kindness the practices, teaching, and person of the false-teacher.


b.  John uses the simple, innocuous, harmless, innocent, and seemingly safe act of welcoming someone as the example of supporting the satanic evil of the false-teacher.


c.  The implication is that if we cannot even welcome this person or show any kindness or thoughtfulness to the false teacher, then anything we do by way of listening to them or supporting them in any other way is even more evil and greater wrongdoing.


d.  We are given absolutely no permission to do anything to support the false-teacher and his false-teaching.  We are not even to pay our respects to them or give them our regards, welcome them or receive them into the hospitality of the local church or our home.


e.  We are to do nothing for the false-teacher.  They are only welcome to come into the assembly of the local church, listen, learn, and keep their mouth shut.  That sounds tough, and it is.  It is tough, but it is still unconditional love.


(1)  John the Baptist had this attitude toward the religious leaders and false-teachers of Israel, Mt 3:7, “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?’”



(2)  Our Lord certainly did not support the Pharisees and religious leadership of Israel during His incarnation.  One only needs to read Mt 23:13-39 to see this.  You might object that our Lord went to dinner once and to lunch once with Pharisees who invited Him.  Isn’t that support of them or welcoming them?  No, our Lord did it to demonstrate that the Father’s offer of eternal salvation was equally open to them as well as everyone else, and to teach object lessons in the homes of these individuals.

2.  “participates in his evil activities.”

a.  Welcoming a false-teacher is tantamount to welcoming his or her message.


b.  Receiving or supporting a false-teacher is tantamount to supporting and accepting the plan of Satan.  Doing anything to support or aid or give comfort to the false-teacher is giving comfort and aid to God’s enemy, the devil.


c.  The last thing any believer wants to do is support or participate in the evil activities and deeds of Satan.  The false-teacher is completely enmeshed in the evil deeds, works, and activities of Satan.  Any help we give to one of Satan’s agents is help we are giving to Satan.  God does not expect us to give help to any of Satan’s agents in any way.


d.  Satan’s agents will accuse us of not being gracious, not practicing Christianity, not following in the footsteps of Christ.  They will say anything they can to make us feel guilty about not giving them the help and support they seek.  However, we must remember that everything the false-teacher does, he or she is doing for their own self-interest and not in God’s or our best interest.  They are pre-occupied with self and with the arrogant desires of their own lust pattern.


e.  When we welcome a false-teacher/agent of Satan, we have taken sides against God.  We cannot serve two masters.


f.  God is not asking us to stop being thoughtful, kind, gracious, or loving.  He is telling us to keep doing all these things, but have nothing to do with the false-teacher.  Just don’t have any interaction at all.  Just tell them politely ‘no thank you’ and have nothing else to do with them.  Don’t try to evangelize them, teach them, change them, or make them ‘see the light’.  We are not going to make them see anything.  Instead they will suck us into their system of false thinking every time.


g.  Therefore, for our own protection from the insidiousness of this evil, which is so much smarter than we are, God tells us to keep as far away as possible from people who do not agree with the doctrines taught in the word of God.


h.  Let God the Holy Spirit or a man with the spiritual communication gift (evangelist or pastor-teacher) deal with them.  The normal Christian should keep them at arms length.


i.  Some believers are under divine discipline for violation of this command.  It is often due to ignorance of the correct teaching on this subject, but ignorance is no excuse.


j.  Finally, maintain your honor, virtue, integrity, respect for others, kindness, thoughtfulness, humility, and unconditional love for others, but have nothing to do with those who come to you with a message that rejects the person and work of Christ.  These people are the agents of Satan.  Have nothing to do with them.
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