2 Corinthians 8:1




- is the transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GNWRIZW, which means “we make known, reveal.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.  This could also be an iterative present for what Paul and others have done at different times and are doing again now.


The active voice indicates that Paul and the other communicators of doctrine that have come to Corinth, such as Apollos, Timothy, and Titus produce this action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the vocative masculine plural from the noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brothers” or “brethren” and referring to fellow-believers in Christ.

“Now we make known to you, brethren,”

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “the grace.”  With this we have the subjective genitive masculine singular from the article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  God is the subject of the action implied in the noun grace.  God is the one producing the grace toward others.  Then we have an accusative feminine singular articular perfect passive participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The article is used as a demonstrative pronoun and is translated “which.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action, and functions very much like the aorist tense.  The auxiliary verb “have/has” is used in the translation.


The passive voice indicates that the churches in Macedonia receive the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“the grace of God which has been given”

 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article and noun EKKLĒSIA, which means “among the churches.”  Finally we have the adverbial genitive of place from the feminine singular article and proper noun MAKEDONIA, meaning “of Macedonia.”

“among the churches of Macedonia,”
2 Cor 8:1 corrected translation
“Now we make known to you, brethren, the grace of God which has been given among the churches of Macedonia,”

Explanation:
1.  “Now we make known to you, brethren,”

a.  Paul now transitions to a new subject—the matter of grace giving to help other believers.


b.  Paul is addressing the Corinthians as fellow-believers as he has always done.  Nothing has changed in their relationship.


c.  The important thing here is we, as believers, have to learn certain principles in the spiritual life.  One of those principles is giving.  It has to be revealed or made known to us, because we know nothing about giving and the grace of God until we are taught.


d.  So Paul will teach the principle of grace by example.  He will use two examples: the churches of Macedonia and our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “the grace of God which has been given among the churches of Macedonia,”

a.  The phrase “the grace of God” refers to the entire spiritual and material blessing that God brought to the believers in the churches of Macedonia.


b.  The churches of Macedonia include Philippi and Thessalonia.  The reference to Macedonia indicates that this is where Paul met Titus and the location of the writing of this portion of the epistle.


c.  God blessed these churches with many spiritual blessings as a function of the grace of God.  But the emphasis here is on the material blessing of these churches.


d.  As we shall see in the next few verses, the spiritual blessing came before the material blessing.


e.  All blessings we receive come from the grace of God.


f.  The grace of God is an attribute of the love of God.


g.  The love of God is manifest to the human race in its righteousness, justice, omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, veracity, immutability, eternity, infinity, and graciousness.


h.  God is always gracious because God is always love.


i.  God gives of Himself because He loves His creatures.


j.  The grace of God is always right and fair in blessing His creatures.  God was right and fair in blessing the believers in Macedonia.


k.  God was right and fair in blessing the church of Corinth.


l.  God had been very gracious to the church of Corinth.



(1)  They had greater manifestation of spiritual gifts than any other church.



(2)  They had peace from the local civil authorities.



(3)  The believers were prospering and the church was growing.



(4)  They had the best pastor-teachers any church could have.



(5)  They had a solid group of deacons that were mature believers.



(6)  They had everything going for them and they were positive to the teaching of doctrine, so Paul again starts teaching them.
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