2 Corinthians 4:9




- is the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb DIWKW, which means “to be persecuted.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to Paul and his team as well as other communicators of doctrine.


The present tense is an aoristic present for an action now taking place without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and others receive the action of being persecuted.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb EGKATALEIPW, which means “to be forsaken, abandoned, or deserted.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to Paul and his team as well as other communicators of doctrine.


The present tense is an aoristic present for an action now taking place without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and others receive the action of not being forsaken.


The participle is circumstantial.

“being persecuted, but not forsaken;”
 - is the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb KATABALLW, which means “to be throw down, strike down.”
  Another possible meaning is “to cause someone to suffer considerable pain or injury - ‘to hurt badly, to cause to suffer considerably.’ ‘though badly hurt at times, we are not destroyed.’”


The nominative masculine plural refers to Paul and his team as well as other communicators of doctrine.


The present tense is an aoristic present for an action now taking place without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and others receive the action of being physically hurt.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to be destroyed, killed, or ruined.”

The nominative masculine plural refers to Paul and his team as well as other communicators of doctrine.


The present tense is an aoristic present for an action now taking place without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and others receive the action of not being destroyed.


The participle is circumstantial.

“being physically hurt, but not destroyed,”
2 Cor 4:9 corrected translation
“being persecuted, but not forsaken; being physically hurt, but not destroyed,”
Explanation:
1.  “persecuted, but not forsaken;”

a.  Paul continues his sentence.  There should have never been a verse break here.


b.  Paul and the members of his team have received persecution from others.



(1)  He received persecution from the Jews for believing in Christ.



(2)  He received persecution from the Jewish Christians (Judaizers) for not making the Mosaic Law the spiritual life of the Church.



(3)  He received persecution from Gentile believers for using his authority as an apostle and teaching the word of God—the Corinthian church.



(4)  He received persecution from Gentile unbelievers for not worshipping the demon gods of paganism and teaching others not to do so.


c.  Scripture.



(1)  Jn 15:20, “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.”


(2)  Rom 8:35, “Who will separate us from the love of Christ?  Will tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?”


(3)  Acts 7:52, “Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute?  And they killed those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become.”


(4)  Mt 5:12, “Keep on having happiness.  In fact express your happiness, because your reward in heaven is great; for in this manner they persecuted those prophets who lived before you.”


(5)  1 Thes 2:15, “that is those who killed the Lord Jesus, and so they severely persecuted the prophets and us, and so are not pleasing to God, and so are hostile to all men,”


(6)  1 Thes 3:4, “For in fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance for your own benefit, “We are destined to be persecuted,” just as it both happened and you are well aware.”



(a)  Paul made sure the Thessalonian believers had more than enough doctrine in their souls ready to handle the testing of Paul and his companions being persecuted and the Thessalonians themselves being persecuted.




(b)  Paul made sure the Thessalonians clearly understood, through constant repetition that they were going to be persecuted.  He also made sure that they understood the problem solving devices, so that they would have a way of handling the suffering when it came.




(c)   A significant part of your destiny as a spiritually adult believer is the fact you are going to be persecuted.  You are going to be oppressed.  You are going to suffer affliction because of others and it is not going to be your fault.  This is the spiritual heritage of the mature believer who has the great privilege of demonstrating to the entire angelic creation that the problem solving devices, which worked for our Lord Jesus Christ, will also work for him or her.


d.  The believer will always be persecuted.



(1)  This is a trend of the Church Age, Rev 2:10, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”


(2)  Rom 8:35-37, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation [historical disaster/circumstantial pressure], or anguish [mental pressure], or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger [physical or natural catastrophe i.e., earthquake] or sword [crime, violence, military disaster]?  As it stands written, [Ps 44:22] ‘For Your [Jesus Christ] sake we are being put to death the whole day [reign of Nero]; we have been imputed as sheep for slaughter.’  Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him [Father] Who loves us.”


(3)  2 Tim 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live the spiritual life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

e.  Regardless of how we are persecuted, we will never be abandoned or forsaken by our Lord Jesus Christ, just as he promised.



(1)  Deut 31:6, “Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you.”


(2)  Deut 31:8, “The Lord is the one who goes ahead of you; He will be with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”


(3)  Josh 1:5, “No man will be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you; I will not fail you or forsake you.”


(4)  Heb 13:5, “Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will I ever forsake you.’”
2.  “being physically hurt, but not destroyed,”

a.  Paul was definitely physically hurt at Lystra, Acts 14:8-28, when he was stoned and left for dead.


b.  In 2 Cor 12:2-4, Paul refers to this incident in Lystra, “I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago [If 2 Corinthians was written about 55-57 A.D., then the events of Lystra were around 41-43 A.D.], whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows such a man was caught up to the third heaven.  And I know how such a man whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.”

c.  No one from Paul’s group had yet been murdered or killed.  The apostle James had been martyred by Herod, Acts 12:1-2 about 44 A.D.
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