2 Corinthians 2:1




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For.”  With this we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KRINW, which has many meaning one of which is “to reach a decision, decide, propose, intend, determine.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which presents a fact in the past without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of advantage from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEMAUTOU, which means “for my own advantage, for my own benefit,” or simply “for myself.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”

“For I determined this for my own benefit”

 - is the accusative neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The accusative neuter singular article points back to the accusative neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS to explain the meaning or content of that word.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers Paul’s future actions into a single whole and states them as a fact.  This almost becomes a gnomic aorist for a universal truth for Paul from this point forward in his life.


The active voice indicates that Paul would not produce this action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” and the adverb PALIN, which, when used “with verbs of going, sending, turning, calling etc., it is used as an adverb of manner meaning to go or come back, return.”
  This word is also often used as an adverb of time, meaning “again.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun LUPE, meaning “grief, sorrow, pain of mind or spirit, affliction.”
  The instrumental of manner indicates the manner in which the action of the verb is carried out.  Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
2 Cor 2:1 corrected translation
“For I determined this for my own benefit—not to come back to you in grief.”
Explanation:

1.  “For I determined this for my own benefit”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation, which looks back to 2 Cor 1:23, “Now I call on God as a witness to my soul, that in order to spare you I would no longer come to Corinth.”  He explains the reason why he would not longer come to Corinth.


b.  He thought about what was going on there and his reaction to it and made a determination in his own soul.


c.  Actions should be decided upon prior to the action being taken.  Paul thought before he made a decision.  His decision was based upon what he knew.  We should never make decisions in a vacuum.  The vacuum is lack of complete information.


d.  This decision was made for his own benefit, which would also ultimately benefit the Corinthians as well.  This is not selfishness on Paul’s part, but really in the best interest of all concerned.


e.  What he determined is stated in the rest of the verse.

2.  “not to come back to you in grief.”

a.  Paul was not going to come back to the Corinthians as long as he or they were out of fellowship with God.  This would do neither party any good.


b.  The key phrase here is the prepositional phrase “in grief.”  The word LUPĒ is the cognate noun from the verb LUPEW, which is used in Eph 4:30, “Stop grieving the Holy Spirit of God.”


c.  Paul paid a visit to the Corinthians, to which this verse refers.  Apparently Timothy was not successful in reconciling the factions in Corinth and returned (2 Cor 1:1).  Paul is so concerned about the situation he decides to pay a visit to Corinth (2 Cor 2:1).  He arrives in Corinth to give leadership to the congregation, but is rejected.  He returns to Ephesus and writes the sorrowful letter (2 Cor 2:1-4).  This was a painful experience, from which he was obliged to withdraw in haste.  We'll call this the "painful visit."  The evidence that the visit occurred is as follows:



(1)  2 Cor 12:14 states, "Behold, the third time I am ready to come to you."



(2)  2 Cor 13:1-2 states, "This is the third time I am coming to you...I have said beforehand...as when I was present the second time."



(3)  These statements imply that two visits preceded the sending of 2 Cor (which means there was at least one visit to Corinth not recorded in Acts).



(4)  2 Cor 2:1 states, "But I determined this for myself, that I would not come again to you with sorrow."



(5)  We know that the visit had to occur between the writing of 1 and 2 Corinthians because of the silence of 1 Corinthians concerning it.



(6)  We do not know what happened when the apostle visited them.  It is possible that Paul's authority was openly challenged before the entire congregation.  He was probably challenged by the incestuous believer of 1 Cor 5, who refused to accept Paul’s authority and leave the church.  He was probably backed by the leaders of the other three factions (the Peter, Jesus, and Apollos factions), who told Paul he had no right demand anyone be kicked out of the church.  And the Corinthians must have been so much in sympathy with the challenger that the apostle had no alternative but to leave hurriedly.


d.  So when Paul paid this second visit to Corinth, he was out of fellowship and the Corinthians were out of fellowship.  The result was a disastrous visit.


e.  So Paul learned from this painful visit that he could solve nothing in Corinth as long as he and they were out of fellowship with God.


f.  Therefore, for his own benefit he decides not to return to Corinth as long as he was reacting to the Corinthians carnality.  He would not go back or return to Corinth in a state of grieving the Holy Spirit.  He could not carry out God’s will for his life in a state of affliction or anguish of soul.


g.  Nothing is accomplished in our life in a state of grieving the Holy Spirit.  Paul learned this academically and experientially, and then made some important decisions in life based upon this principle.
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