2 Corinthians 13:13




 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “The grace” plus the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning:

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,”
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun AGAPĒ, meaning “the unconditional love.”  This is followed by the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning:

“and the unconditional love of God,”
 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KOINWNIA, meaning “the fellowship.”  This is followed by the subjective genitive from the neuter singular article and adjective HAGIOS, meaning “Holy” and the noun PNEUMA, meaning “Spirit.”
“and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit”
 - is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with all of you.”  In English we add the verb EIMI before this prepositional phrase to smooth out our English manner of speaking.  However, there is no verb here, which makes this statement by Paul very dogmatic, very pointed, and very dramatic.

“[is] with all of you.”
2 Cor 13:13 corrected translation
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit [is] with all of you.”
Explanation:
1.  “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,”

a.  This is a fixed formula, used at the end of Christian letters: Rom 16:20; 1 Cor 16:23; Gal 6:18; Eph 6:24; Phil 4:23; Col 4:18; 1 Thes 5:28; 2 Thes 3:18; 1 Tim 6:21; 2 Tim 4:22; Tit 3:15; Phile 25; Heb 13:25; Rev 22:21.

b.  Grace is the policy of the perfect plan of God.


c.  Grace is one of the major attributes of God being demonstrated during human history as a part of Satan’s appeal trial.


d.  Grace is all that God is free to do for man and be consistent with His perfect character.


e.  Grace is the function of the perfect love of God.


f.  As the revealed member of the Godhead, Jesus Christ manifests the graciousness of God.


g.  The greatest demonstration of God’s grace occurred at the cross.


h.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is always with all of us.  There never is a time when God’s grace is not with us.  This should be the most comforting and encouraging thought we could ever have.


i.  The grace of our Lord includes being judged as a substitute for us, so that we might have eternal salvation and the forgiveness of God, both at salvation and whenever we use the recovery procedure of rebound.


j.  The grace of our Lord includes His perfect protection at all times.


k.  The grace of our Lord includes all the logistical grace blessings and escrow blessings for time we receive.


l.  The grace of our Lord includes the thinking or mind of Christ, which is always available to any Church Age who is positive to the teaching of the word of God.


m.  The grace of our Lord includes our eternal life, resurrection body, and blessings or inheritance in the eternal state.

2.  “and the love of God,”

a.  This is not our love for God, but God’s love for us.


b.  This love began in eternity past before any human being was ever created.


c.  God has always loved us and will always love us.  His love is without boundary or limitation.  That means it is not limited by time or by our failures.  Mic 7:18, “Who is a God like You, who pardons iniquity and passes over the rebellious act of the remnant of His possession? He does not retain His anger forever, Because He delights in unchanging love.”

d.  The love of God is with us.  This is a promise that Paul leaves with the Corinthian believers, who needed this final thought more than any other thought because of their carnality.  If there is one thing we must never forget, regardless of how bad things become or how carnal we become is that God has, does, and always will love us.


e.  This love was demonstrated for all heaven and earth to see when our Lord went to the cross and died spiritually as a substitute for us.  Rom 5:8, “But the God demonstrates His love to us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died [spiritually] as a substitute for us.”

f.  God’s love for us is well documented in Scripture.



(1)  Rom 8:38-39, “So, I stand convinced that neither death, nor life, neither angels, nor rulers of angels, neither present things, nor future things, neither powers, neither heaven, nor hell, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of the God [Father], which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”


(2)  Eph 2:4, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us.”


(3)  Tit 3:4, “But when the integrity and the kindness of God our Savior showed itself,”


(4)  1 Jn 3:1, “See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are.  For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.”


(5)  1 Jn 4:7-12, “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.  The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.  Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.”


(6)  1 Jn 4:16, “We have come to know and have believed the love which God has for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.”


(7)  Jn 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His uniquely-born Son that whosoever should believe in Him might not perish but have eternal life.”

g.  The love of God is the point of reference for all Church Age believers.  The love of God is always with us as our point of reference with God.  The justice of God is our point of contact.

3.  “and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit”

a.  The fellowship of the Holy Spirit is the power of the spiritual life.


b.  It is God the Holy Spirit being with us constantly in our thinking to help and guide us, as long as we do not sin.  But even if we should sin, the fellowship of the Holy Spirit is restored immediately upon acknowledgement of that sin.


c.  The fellowship of the Spirit teaches us what God thinks.


d.  It helps us to remember what God thinks.


e.  It motivates us to use and apply what God thinks.


f.  The fellowship of the Spirit encourages and comforts us when necessary.


g.  The fellowship of the Spirit gives us courage when necessary.


h.  The fellowship of the Spirit gives us confidence.


i.  The fellowship of the Spirit is always with all of us who love the word of God and execute His will.

4.  “[is] with all of you.”

a.  There is no verb here in the Greek.  It is added simply to smooth out the English translation.  However, because of this ellipsis, Paul’s conclusion is very pointed and very dramatic.


b.  We have an identical phrase in 2 Thes 3:16, “Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace continually in every way.  The Lord is with all of you.”

c.  We have a similar concept in 2 Jn 1:3, “Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.”

d.  All three members of the Trinity are always with all of us, because all Three indwell each one of us.


e.  This verse states the existence of the three members of the Trinity.



(1)  Trinity is not a Biblical word, but a technical, theological term to designate the three-fold manifestation of one God as Father, Son, and Spirit.



(2)  God is one in essence who exists eternally in three distinct, coequal, coeternal persons.



(3)  God is one, Gal 3:20; Jam 2:19.



(4)  But the Son (Jn 1:1, 14:9; Col 2:9) and the Spirit (Acts 5:3-4; 1 Cor 3:16) are also fully God, yet they are distinct from the Father and from each other.



(5)  The unified equality and yet distinction is seen in the triactic references to three persons, as noted in 2 Cor 13:14; Eph 4:4-6; 1 Pet 1:2.



(6)  The Old Testament reveals a plurality of persons in the divine name of Elohim, as well as in the plural pronouns of Gen 1:26 and 11:7, the plural verbs of Gen 11:7 and 35:7, the identity of the angel of the Lord as God in Ex 3:2-6 and Jud 13:21-22, and the references to the Spirit in Gen 1:2 and Isa 63:10.  These all add up to the fact that God is one in essence but three separate and distinct personalities.


f.  Scripture references to the Trinity.



(1)  The plural pronoun for God, Elohim, is used in Gen 1:26, 3:22, “Let us make man,” and in Isa 6:8, “Whom shall I send and who will go for us?”


(2)  Isa 48:16, “Come near to Me; listen to this.  From the first, I have not spoken in secret.  From the time it took place, I was there.  And now the Lord God [God the Father] has sent Me [God the Son], and His Spirit [God the Holy Spirit].”


(3)  Mt 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples [Bible students] of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”  This is a reference to the pre-Canon period of the Church Age in which water baptism was practiced to illustrate the baptism of the Holy Spirit by the use of ritual.



(4)  Jn 14:16, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever.”  The next verse explains that the Counselor is said to be “the Spirit of truth; He abides with you and He will be in you.”


(5)  1 Cor 12:4-6, “There are a variety of spiritual gifts, but the same Holy Spirit.  And there are a variety of ministries, but the same Lord [God the Son].  And there are many different kinds of activities, but the same God [God the Father], who works all of them in all persons.”


(6)  1 Pet 1:2, “According to the foreknowledge of God [the Father] by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ.”



g.  All three members of the Trinity provided salvation.



(1)  God the Father planned salvation according to Isa 14:27; Jn 4:34, 5:17, 12:44; 1 Cor 8:6; Eph 3:11.



(2)  God the Son executed salvation on the cross, Jn 4:34, 5:17; 1 Pet 2:24, 3:18; Rom 5:8; Heb 10:7.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit reveals the message of salvation.  Under the doctrine of common grace, He makes the Gospel perspicuous, Jn 16:8‑11.


h.  Each person of the Trinity indwells the body of every Church Age believer.  Distinction is made between them.



(1)  The indwelling of God the Father is found in Jn 14:23; Eph 4:6; 2 Jn 9.



(2)  God the Son indwells us according to Jn 14:20, 17:22-23; Rom 8:10; 2 Cor 13:5; Gal 2:20; Col 1:27; 1 Jn 2:24.



(3)  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is found in Rom 8:11; 1 Cor 3:16, 6:19-20; 2 Cor 6:16.



(4)  Only in this unique Church Age do God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit indwell us.


i.  Each person of the Godhead provides divine power for the function of God’s plan.



(1)  The omnipotence of God the Father is related to our portfolio of invisible assets.  He is also the designer of the spiritual life.



(2)  The omnipotence of God the Son is related to the preservation of the universe as well as the perpetuation of human history.



(3)  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit is related to residence, function, and momentum inside the spiritual life.

PAGE  
5

