2 Corinthians 10:1



- is the transitional use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the first person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS in the predicate position, meaning “myself.”  (When the intensive pronoun AUTOS is in the attributive position—article, intensive pronoun, noun, then it means “same.”  When it is in the predicate position—intensive pronoun, article, noun, it means “self.”)  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper name PAULOS, meaning “Paul.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb PARAKALEW, which means “to comfort, encourage, appeal to, urge, exhort; request.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Corinthians.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means which indicates the impersonal means used in producing the action of the verb and can be translated, by means of, through, with
 from the feminine singular article and noun PRAUTĒS, which means “the gentleness, humility, courtesy, considerateness.”
  This is followed by the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and” with the feminine singular noun EPIEIKEIA, which means “clemency, gentleness, graciousness; ‘with your (customary) graciousness,’ Acts 24:4.”
  Here we have the Granville Sharp rule, in which the single article governs two nouns connected by the conjunction KAI, indicating that the second noun is a further descriptive of the first noun, that is, a second aspect of the same thing.  Then we have the subjective genitive from the masculine singular article and proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ,” who is the subject performing the action of the two previous nouns of action (humility and graciousness).

“Now I, Paul, myself urge you by means of the humility and graciousness of Christ,”
- is the nominative subject from the first person masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “who” and referring to Paul.  This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the accusative of place from the neuter singular noun PROSWPON, indicating direction “toward or to the face” and is somewhat idiomatic, meaning “face to face, (present) in person.”
  This is followed by the Attic Greek MEN…DE construction, which means “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective TAPEINOS, which is used “of emotional states and ways of thinking in a bad sense, meaning: pliant, subservient, or abject in a judgment pronounced by Paul’s opponents upon him.”
  Because of the subject nominative HOS and the predicate nominative TAPEINOS, we have an elliptical construction here, in which the verb EIMI= [am] has been left out because it is so obvious.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”
“who in person on the one hand [am] subservient among you,”
 - is the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but on the other hand” as the other half of the MEN…DE construction.  With this we have the nominative masculine first person singular present active participle from the verb APEIMI, which means “be absent or away; be far away from someone.”


The nominative masculine singular refers to Paul as the subject.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The participle is temporal, indicates an additional fact or thought related to the action of the main verb from a time aspect.  It is translated “while absent.”
This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THARREW, which means “to have confidence and firmness of purpose in the face of danger or testing - ‘to be courageous, to have courage, to be bold.’”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces this action according to his critics.


The indicative mood is declarative indicative stating what Paul’s critics assert to be a fact.

Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “toward you” in the hostile sense of “against you.”
“but on the other hand while absent I am courageous toward you.”
2 Cor 10:1 corrected translation
“Now I, Paul, myself urge you by means of the humility and graciousness of Christ, who in person on the one hand [am] subservient among you, but on the other hand while absent I am courageous toward you.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now I, Paul, myself urge you by means of the humility and graciousness of Christ,”

a.  Paul now transitions to a new subject.  He has spent a great deal of time telling the positive believers in Corinth how proud he is of their turn around as a church and how he wants them to keep advancing spiritually.  Now he warns them concerning dangerous outside influences from those believers who are still challenging his apostolic authority.


b.  He addresses the end of his letter to those who are positive by urging and appealing to them for their positive volition toward what he is about to say.  He doesn’t command them, but encourages and requests them.


c.  Paul has also made this a very personal issue.  He changes from the previous “we” and “us” statements earlier in the letter to “I.”  He even emphasizes this change by the use of the intensive pronoun “myself.”  The subject now really is all about Paul, because his new subject is his authority as an apostle, which has been challenged and threatened by his critics.


d.  So Paul does an interesting thing.  He assumes the mental attitude of His Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and takes the position of humility and graciousness in making this appeal.


e.  Paul is not throwing his weight around.  He is in a state of humility, not pseudo-humility.  He is being gracious to the believers in Corinth in his request.  Paul is in a state of fellowship with God and he makes sure the Corinthians understand that he is not angry, upset, or ready to fight his critics.


f.  Paul has taken the spiritual high ground of occupation with Christ in this battle of authority against those who would challenge his authority.


g.  Paul picks out the two most important characteristics of the humanity of Christ’s spiritual life: His humility and graciousness.


h.  Application:  when your authority is challenged by others, you must take the position of humility and graciousness.  Why?  If you truly have the authority, then you will win anyway, and your humility and graciousness will only prove your opponents all the more wrong.  If you don’t have the authority, then you have taken the correct position of obedience to authority.  Either way you cannot lose.  Paul made this a no win situation for his opponents.  He was brilliant.  He didn’t stand up and pound the pulpit and demand the Corinthians listen to and obey him.


i.  Humility is a position of strength; for humility is the mental attitude of willing obedience to authority.


j.  Graciousness is the mental attitude of being thoughtful, kind, and generous to others who do not deserve it.  Paul was in the right and he knew it.  Therefore, he could afford to be gracious, knowing that God was going to protect him and continue to establish and reestablish his authority.

2.  “who in person on the one hand [am] subservient among you,”

a.  Now Paul takes up the position of his critics and points out the two sides of one of their main objections to him.


b.  On the one hand Paul’s critics say that he always acts like a servant when he is among them in person.


c.  Paul’s critics accuse him of putting on a false front of humility, being compliant with their wishes, always letting them have their way, being submissive, deferential, docile, acquiescent.


d.  In reality it is Paul’s critics who are putting on the false front of humility.  They are the ones who will say and do anything to get the rest of the church to follow them.


e.  Paul was deferential toward the Corinthians because he loved them.  But he never compromised with doctrine when he deferred to their wishes.


f.  Paul’s critics mistook his humility and graciousness for being subservient and docile.


g.  How long would the positive believers continue to listen to Paul if all he ever did was chew them out and tell them how rotten they were?

3.  “but on the other hand while absent I am courageous toward you.”

a.  The other side of the criticism is that Paul always acts too big, bad, and bold when he is not around them.


b.  They accuse Paul of a false or pseudo courage of thinking, saying, and bragging about what a big man he is, when he is not around the Corinthians.


c.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  But when the truth is not on your side, then you have to create a public lie to attempt to win.  This is exactly what Paul’s critics were doing—creating a public lie to attempt to discredit Paul’s authority and take over control of the Corinthian church.  This is why Paul makes it a point to warn the positive believers from the mental attitude of the humility and graciousness of the Lord.

DOCTRINE OF THE PUBLIC LIE
A.  The Example of Moses, Num 16:41.

1.  After one year of the vilification of Moses in the desert and the falsehoods that were perpetuated by mental attitude sins, the public lie was accepted by almost all the believers of the Exodus generation.


2.  The public lie was the hate propaganda fomented by arrogant and ambitious believers who lusted for the power of Moses and the approbation that goes with the function of the High Priest, Aaron.


3.  The public lie against Moses included the following irrational and evil propaganda:



a.  That Moses brought the Jews out of Egypt to kill them off in the desert, Ex 16:3, 17:3; Num 16:13.



b.  That Moses will gouge out the eyes of anyone who opposes him, Num 16:14.


4.  The public lie was motivated by the following:



a.  Negative volition toward doctrine.



b.  Scar tissue in the stream of consciousness.



c.  Garbage in the subconscious of the soul.



d.  The lust pattern of the old sin nature.



e.  The sins of the arrogance and emotional complexes  


5.  Negative volition and scar tissue of the soul created a vacuum into which flowed the public lie.  Even though they were believers, their volition had created so great a vacuum that they could say anything evil about Moses and someone would believe it.


6.  They considered the truth of Bible doctrine a lie, and the evil propaganda of the conspiracy of Dathan and Abiram as truth.  To the believers of the Exodus generation, Moses and Aaron were wrong; Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and the 250 princes of Israel were right.  Hence, in their thinking, they called evil “good” and they called good “evil.”

7.  The dead, evil leaders of the revolution left a greater impression on the souls of the Exodus generation, so that they continued to believe the public lie even after God's demonstration of justice from the supreme court of heaven.  But the teaching of Moses and Aaron left no impression on their souls.


8.  The Jews decided that all they had to do was kill Moses and Aaron and their problems were solved.  This is the evil that comes from the public lie.


9.  The fact that they might be wrong never occurred to them.  Therefore, they misinterpreted the function of justice from the supreme court of heaven when God opened the earth and swallowed the leaders of the revolution and then burned the 250 princes with fire.

B.  The Pattern of the Public Lie.

1.  Ps 119:69, “The arrogant ones have smeared me with lies; but with all my heart I will observe Your doctrines.”


a.  The source of the public lie is arrogant people.  Those who propagandize through the public lie are the most flawed people you will ever find.



b.  The public lie is motivated by power and approbation lust.  There is a strong lust to control others and enter into revenge.



c.  Vindictive and implacable people are always ready to believe anything about someone they hate, despise, or think is keeping them from controlling others.



d.  The only protection you have against the public lie is not to defend yourself but to observe doctrine.


2.  Isa 44:20, “He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside.  And he cannot deliver himself, nor say, ‘Is there not a lie in my right hand?’”


a.  Ashes represent the results of the fire of jealousy.  The person who uses the public lie mixes a little truth with distortions.  People who manufacture the public lie almost never recover; they usually die the sin unto death.



b.  He has a deceived heart from negative volition.  He has so much scar tissue of the soul, emotional revolt of the soul, and blackout of the soul that he cannot learn and use the problem solving devises.



c.  “Is there not a lie in my right hand?” means that he cannot admit that he is a liar.


3.  Jer 27:10, “For they preach a lie to you, in order to remove you far from your land; and I will drive you out, and you will perish.”  Jer 27:14-15, “‘So do not listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you, saying, “You shall not serve the king of Babylon,” for they prophesy a lie to you; for I have not sent them,’ declares the Lord, ‘but they prophesy falsely in My name, in order that I may drive you out, and that you may perish, you and the prophets who prophesy to you.’”


a.  The public lie was a part of the administration of the fifth cycle of discipline to the southern kingdom of Judah.  Whenever the public lie is operational, it always has an evil purpose.  The public lie is an evil devise, used to eliminate rivals or enemies or those who stand in the way of fulfilling the power and approbation lust of some person or persons.  Those who communicate the public lie preach a lie to you to destroy you.



b.  Zedekiah was told by Jeremiah not to listen to those preaching the public lie and instead to submit to the authority of Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon.  Zedekiah believed the public lie and rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar.  Therefore, Judah was destroyed in 586 B.C.



c.  Zedekiah could not keep his own oath to Nebuchadnezzar since he had no spiritual strength.  Zedekiah revolted, was betrayed, captured by Nebuchadnezzar, watched his sons die before his eyes, and then had his eyes gouged out by Nebuchadnezzar.


4.  Jer 29:21-23, “Thus says the Lord of the armies, the God of Israel, concerning Ahab the son of Kolaiah and concerning Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who are prophesying to you falsely in My name, ‘Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall slay them before your eyes.’  And because of them a curse shall be used by all the exiles from Judah who are in Babylon, saying, “May the Lord make you like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roasted by fire.”’”  Jer 29:31-32, “Send to all the exiles, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite, “Because Shemaiah has prophesied to you, although I did not send him, and he has made you trust in a lie,” therefore thus says the Lord, “Behold, I am about to punish Shemaiah the Nehelamite and his descendants; he shall not have anyone living among this people, and he shall not see the prosperity that I am about to do to My people,” declares the Lord, “because he has preached rebellion against the Lord.”’”


a.  Terrible things happen to those who proclaim the public lie.



b.  Terrible things happen to those who believe the public lie.

C.  The New Testament Description of the Public Lie, Rom 1:25.
“For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”
D.  The source of the public lie is Satan.

1.  Jn 8:43-44, “Why do you not understand what I am saying?  It is because you cannot hear My word.  You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.”


a.  They could not understand the teaching of Jesus because they had believed the public lie of Satan and their minds were blinded.



b.  Because they believed the lie of Satan, they could not accept the truth.  It is easy to proclaim the public lie when there is no truth in you.



c.  If you believe the public lie, you have not truth in you.


2.  2 Thes 2:9-12, “The one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and miracles and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they do not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.  And for this reason God sends upon them a deluding influence [or an activity of error] so that they might believe the lie, in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.”


a.  The man of sin will be used by Satan to proclaim the public lie.



b.  God will send on those who accept the public lie a deluding influence so that they might believe the lie.



c.  The man of sin will achieve and maintain his power through the use of the public lie.



d.  If you do not have the love of truth as a believer, you will be very easily deceived and pulled into the public lie.


e.  The discrediting of truth in the minds of believers is a continuing trend of history.

E.  Two categories of the public lie exist.

1.  The public lie to discredit establishment doctrine in politics and temporal leadership.  For example, socialism is the public lie, free enterprise is the establishment truth.


2.  The public lie to discredit the teaching of Bible doctrine and those who communicate it.

F.  If you believe the lie, you live by the lie.

1.  If you believe the lie, you have previously rejected Bible doctrine by wrong priorities, or by refusing to consistently listen to Bible teaching from your right pastor, or by hearing the Word but refusing to metabolize it, or rejection by metabolizing doctrine but becoming distracted.


2.  Without Bible doctrine circulating in the stream of consciousness, the believer is vulnerable to believing the public lie.  You have no capacity for believing truth.  Whatever truth you have in your stream of consciousness is suppressed by scar tissue of the soul.


3.  When believers believe the public lie, certain things blind them spiritually.  They are blinded by scar tissue of the soul, blackout of the soul, emotional revolt of the soul, and garbage in the subconscious.


4.  If you live by the public lie, you die by the public lie.  Scar tissue of the soul has no capacity for truth.

G.  Principles Related to the Public Lie.

1.  Anyone can say anything about anyone else and someone will always believe it, especially if they have mental attitude sins toward that person.  Those who believe the lie are those with no truth in their soul or whose truth is suppressed from accumulated garbage in the subconscious.


2.  The originator or manufacturer of the public lie is either irrational from the emotional complex of sins, evil from the arrogance complex of sins, or mentally ill.


3.  Regardless of the type of person who originates the public lie, the volition of that person is involved.  Therefore, the law of volitional responsibility applies even in the case of the mentally ill believer whose illusions, delusions, hallucinations, or any persistent false mental conception, which is resistant to reason and divorced from reality, exists.  This means that anyone who manufactures the public lie is under liability for divine discipline.


4.  Liability does not terminate with the originator of the public lie but extends to those who believe it.


5.  The reason for believing the public lie is often found in the sins of the arrogance complex such as jealousy, bitterness, hatred, vindictiveness, implacability, or revenge.


6.  Therefore, there is sinful and evil motivation in the origin of the public lie, and there is sinful and evil motivation in believing the public lie.


7.  The public lie is the place of compatibility for evil people and every form of evil:  blackout of the soul, emotional revolt of the soul, scar tissue of the soul, and garbage in the subconscious.  This is how conspiracy begins.


8.  If you originate the public lie, power, approbation, and revenge lust motivate your inordinate ambition to destroy someone else or to control your environment and the people in it.  Many people want to control and manipulate all the people in their environment.  They do this through the public lie.  They often do this through the use of compliments, which they do not really mean.


9.  The public lie is designed to create an environment for the control and manipulation of others at the expense of character assassination.

10.  There are many categories of the public lie.



a.  In the spiritual realm, a jealous believer slandering another believer.



b.  In the social realm, the implacable believer taking revenge on another believer.



c.  In the political realm, inordinate ambition plus inordinate competition destroying an enemy through vilification.



d.  In the realm of ideas, the public lie that communism is good, that socialism works, that ruining the environment will destroy the earth, that crime can be stopped without capital punishment, that freedom can exist without military victory, or that the Jews (or any race) are the cause of the world's problems (anti-Semitism).


11.  If you believe the lie, you live by the lie, and your life becomes a lie.

12.  If you live by the lie, you die by the lie.


13.  Believing the lie and living by the lie is an environmental handicap for the believer.  Most people who live by the lie are immature and childish people.


14.  Only consistent cognition and inculcation of Bible doctrine will break the power of this evil environmental handicap.
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