2 Corinthians 9:8
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- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DUNATEW, which means “to be able, to be strong enough.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” and the noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb PERISSEUW, which in its intransitive use means “to overflow, to abound, to be present in abundance, to have more than enough.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice is a causative active voice, in which the subject causes the action to be produced.  It is translated “to make overflow.”

The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, in which the main verb DUNATEW requires an infinitive to complete its meaning.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“Now God is able to make all grace overflow to you,”

- is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “in all things.”  This is followed by the adverb of time PANTOTE, which means “always, at all times.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” and the noun AUTARKEIA, meaning “sufficiency, a competence (Plato says it means the state of one who supports himself without aid from others.), have enough of everything.”
  This is followed by the nominative second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“in order that, having all sufficiency in everything at all times,”

 - is the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to overflow, to abound, to be present in abundance, to have more than enough.”


The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that believers produce the action of abounding or overflowing in every good work.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause and to indicate what is supposed to happen, but not necessarily what is actually happening.

Then we have the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of respect or reference from the neuter singular adjective PAS, meaning “all,” the neuter singular noun ERGON, meaning “work, production, deed, accomplishment,” and the adjective AGATHOS, which means “good, useful, upright.”

“you might overflow in every good deed,”
2 Cor 9:8 corrected translation
“Now God is able to make all grace overflow to you, in order that, having all sufficiency in everything at all times, you might overflow in every good deed,”

Explanation:
1.  “Now God is able to make all grace overflow to you,”

a.  Paul continues with another important principle of giving.


b.  God has the ability, the power, the omnipotence to grace us out in every possible way.


c.  This is a promise of Scripture that there is nothing that God cannot do for us, if He wants to and it is a part of His plan.


d.  Grace is all that God does for us.


e.  We earn and deserve nothing from God.


f.  Therefore grace is all that God freely does for us to keep us alive, to advance His plan, and to glorify Himself.


g.  This includes providing the financial means for us to give to others in need.


h.  Because of the context here concerning financial giving, grace here refers to God providing the financial means whereby we can easily give to others..


i.  The adjective “all” indicates that this refers to both logistical grace blessings (the normal blessings from God necessary to keep us functioning in life) and blessings for time (those blessing above and beyond what is normal).


j.  Grace flows to us daily as a part of logistical grace.


k.  But God also has the ability to make prosperity overflow to us.



(1)  This is blessing above and beyond the normal things God provides to keep us alive.



(2)  Paul’s point to the Corinthians is that God has the ability to make financial prosperity overflow to them before, during, and after their offering for the poor saints in the Jerusalem church.



(3)  Not only can God do this, but the implication by Paul to the Corinthians is that He will in fact do so.



(4)  Therefore, this is tantamount to a promise from God to the Corinthians that they need not worry about how much they should give because God is going to grace them out with financial prosperity, so that they are not left in need after they provide for those in need.

2.  “in order that, having all sufficiency in everything at all times,”


a.  Paul starts to give the reason or purpose for God making all grace abound or overflow to the Corinthians, but stops and first qualifies his statement.


b.  God makes sure that all believers always have enough of what they need at all times.  This is an absolute grace principle for the Church Age.



(1)  The royal family of God never goes without.  God makes sure of this.



(2)  The only time Church Age believers go without what they need is for:




(a)  Testing as a part of their advance to maturity.




(b)  Discipline because of their disobedience of the known will of God.


c.  This phrase says that we always have enough of whatever it is we need at all times.


d.  This means that believers are only destitute if God wants them to be destitute.


e.  Paul recognized that this was exactly the situation in Jerusalem.  There were two kinds of believers in Jerusalem:



(1)  Those who loved the word of God and were learning, obeying, and teaching it, such as Peter, James, Jude, Stephen, and others.



(2)  Those who rejected the word of God and went back to worshipping in the Temple, and therefore, were under severe divine discipline and impoverished.


f.  The phrase “in everything” includes both material and immaterial blessings.



(1)  God provides everything we need by way of food, shelter, clothing, a job, transportation, etc. for us to live a normal life.



(2)  God provides everything we need spiritually to advance to maturity: a local church, a teacher of doctrine, time, etc.


g.  The specific meaning of this clause is that God has in the past, is in the present, and will in the future always provide all the financial resources the Corinthians need to fulfill their promise to send an offering to the Jerusalem church.


h.  The Corinthians will always have enough money to do so.  They had enough money a year ago when the promise was made and they have enough money now.  They continue to have a sufficient amount of money to do what needs to be done.

3.  “you might overflow in every good deed,”

a.  Then Paul gives us the purpose for God making grace abound and overflow to them.


b.  The purpose is that the Corinthians might overflow in the production of divine good.


c.  Giving to other believers in need is an act of divine good.  It is a good deed, or a good work from the divine viewpoint standard.


d.  Good works or good deeds are only so if the believer is filled with the Spirit.  Because of Titus’ report of the situation in Corinth, Paul assumes that the Corinthians have recovered the filling of the Spirit and are remaining in fellowship with God, so that their giving will be an act of divine good rather than for some other selfish reason.


e.  God provides grace blessings that we might produce divine good.  This is a great principle that most believers miss in Scripture.



(1)  God graces us out so we can live in Satan’s kingdom and glorify Him.



(2)  God gives us an abundance of grace so we can produce divine good by being a blessing to others.



(3)  In logistical grace God blesses us.  In spiritual maturity we have the privilege and opportunity of blessing others.  Paul was trying to get the Corinthians to understand this point.



(4)  God blesses the mature believer with an overflow of grace blessing, so the mature believer can redirect that overflow of blessing from God to other believers in need.



(5)  God was blessing the Corinthian believers financially, so that they could redirect that abundance of blessing to the Jerusalem believers in need.



(6)  The Jerusalem believers receive the logistical support they need from God through the generosity of the Gentile churches.



(7)  The Gentile churches are permitted by God to produce divine good and be a blessing to others in need.  They will receive blessings in time and eternity for their divine good.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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