2 Corinthians 9:14



- is the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have a construction called a genitive absolute.  This construction involves the use of a pronoun (here the genitive third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS) and a participle (here the genitive masculine plural present active participle from the verb EPIPOTHEW, meaning “to long for,” or “to experience a yearning affection for someone - ‘to have a great affection for, to have a yearning love for.’”
) both of which are in the genitive case, and neither of which has any grammatical relationship to the main clause.  The pronoun produces the action expressed by the participle and functions as the subject of the participle.  The pronoun and participle stand apart from the remainder of the sentence, therefore, they are absolute.


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that the believers in the Jerusalem church produce the action.


The participle is a temporal participle indicating an action that occurs at the same time as the action of the previous present active participle DOXAZW (‘they are praising’).  It is translated “while they have great affection for.”

With this we have the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun DEĒSIS, which means “entreaty, prayer, request.”  It is translated “by prayer.”  This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for, in behalf of, for the sake of someone or something after words that express a request, prayer, etc”
 “you” referring to the Corinthians.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”

“while they also have great affection for you by prayer on your behalf” 

 - is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the feminine singular articular present active participle of the verb HUPERBALLW, which means “surpassing, extraordinary, outstanding”
, used as an adjective modifying the accusative feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  This could also be a subjective genitive, since God is the subject of the action implied in the noun grace; for grace is what the love of God does toward His creatures.  Finally, we have the preposition EPI plus the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you for your benefit.”

“because of the surpassing grace of God for your benefit.”
2 Cor 9:14 corrected translation
“while they also have great affection for you by prayer on your behalf because of the surpassing grace of God for your benefit.”
Explanation:
1.  “while they also have great affection for you by prayer on your behalf”

a.  The entire sentence reads, “Because of the approved character of this service they are praising God because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all, while they also have great affection for you by prayer on your behalf because of the surpassing grace of God for your benefit.”


b.  The main verb that governs this sentence is found back in verse 12.  There we had the verb EIMI used in a present periphrastic construction.  Since that time, we have had nothing but present participles, which continued the action of that main verb.  Therefore, it is possible to repeat this main verb at the beginning of this thought so that the whole idea could come together grammatically as follows in verses 12-14,  “Because the aid from this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints, but also overflowing because of the gratitude to God.  And it is because of the approved character of this service they are praising God because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all, while they also have great affection for you by prayer on your behalf because of the surpassing grace of God for your benefit.”


c.  Paul gives us another side of Christian giving, that is, what the Jerusalem believers are giving to the Corinthian church.


d.  The Corinthian church was able to give lots of financial support, because God had prospered them financially.


e.  The Jerusalem church was able to give lots of prayer support, because God had prospered them spiritually.


f.  Some believers have the means of giving materially, others the means of giving spiritually.  All are able to give something.


g.  The Jerusalem church wasn’t getting something for nothing.  They too were giving everything they had to give—their time and ability to pray for the Corinthian church.


h.  These prayers were definitely for the benefit of the Corinthians.  For example, the Jerusalem believers would be praying that the Corinthian believers never have to go through the persecutions they were having.  What would you rather have: great wealth and persecution, or your essential needs met and no persecution?  Ask the German Jews of the World War II.


i.  The most interesting part of Paul’s statement here is that the Jerusalem Christians had great affection for the Corinthian Christians.



(1)  The proof of this is the fact they were praying for them.



(2)  The Jerusalem church had learned enough doctrine to realize that this was the Church Age and God had changed everything.



(3)  Racial discrimination was over.  All believers were in union with Christ.



(4)  Therefore, all believers had great affection of all other believers.  How could you not love someone else who also loved Jesus Christ?



(5)  To reject another believer was to reject Christ.  To hate another believer for any reason was to hate Christ.



(6)  It took awhile for the Jewish believers to learn this lesson at the beginning of the Church Age (for example Peter and the vision of every animal in the world being good for food), but it is now twenty-five years later and the lesson has been learned.



(7)  The Jewish believers were now grateful to God for the Gentile believers.  Were it not for the Gentiles who would believe in Christ, Jesus Christ would not have interrupted human history to insert the Church Age for the calling out of His royal family from both Jews and Gentiles alike.



(8)  Being royal family of God was far better for the Jews than simply being a Jew.


j.  The danger for the Corinthians was becoming arrogant because God had changed human history for their sakes, which was a tremendous blessing to the Jews also, Rom 11:12-12:5,

11:12  Now if their [the Jewish unbelievers] apostasy [becomes] the riches of the world and if their failure [became] the riches of the Gentile [and it did], how much more will be their fullness.

11:13  I am speaking to you the Gentiles.  Therefore, in as much as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I am magnifying my ministry.

11:14  if, somehow, I shall stimulate to emulation my flesh [racial Jew] and might save some of them

11:15  For if their rejection has become the reconciliation of the world [and it has], what will be their acceptance but life from the dead.

11:16  Moreover, if the first fruits [Abraham, Isaac, Jacob] are holy [and they are], the lump [Jewish believers of Old Testament] is also; and if the root [Jesus Christ] is holy, the branches [Jewish believers of Church Age] are also [holy].

11:17  Moreover, if some of the branches [Jewish unbelievers of Church Age] were broken off [and they were] [temporal and eternal judgment], and you being a wild olive tree [Gentile believers of Church Age], have been grafted in among them [Jewish believers] and have become partners of both the root [Jesus Christ] and the prosperity [logistical and super grace blessing] of the olive tree, [God's plan]

11:18  Stop assuming arrogant superiority over the branches [unbeliever Jew]; now since you are arrogant, remember that you [saved Gentiles] do not sustain the root [Jesus Christ], but the root sustains you.

11:19  You will say then, “The Branches [Jewish unbelievers] were broken off, in order that I [Gentile believer] might be grafted in.”
11:20  Quite right, because of unbelief they [unsaved Jews] were broken off but you [Gentiles] stand because of faith [in Christ].  Stop thinking proud thoughts, but respect;

11:21  For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will He spare you.  [Gentile believer is guilty of anti-Semitism].

11:22  Therefore, behold the integrity [of God] [blessing from justice of God] and the severity [of God] [punishment from justice of God], on the one hand severity to those who fell [Jewish unbelievers], but on the other hand the integrity of God [blessing from justice of God] to you [Gentile Believers], if you persist in the sphere of integrity [of God] [maybe you will and maybe not], otherwise, you also shall be cut off [cycles of discipline].

11:23  And those also, if they do not persist in their unbelief, they shall be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again.

11:24  For since you [Gentiles] were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and since contrary to nature you were grafted into a good olive tree [Church], how much more shall these [Jews] who are natural [branches] be grafted into their own olive tree?

11:25  For brethren, I do not wish you to be ignorant of this mystery, that you stop being wise in your own estimation, that hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.

11:26  and so all Israel [Tribulational believers] shall be delivered; just as it stands written, “He Who delivers will come from Zion, He will remove godless ones from Jacob.”
11:27  Also this is the covenant to them from Me [Jesus Christ].  When I have removed their punishment for sin [fifth cycle of discipline].

11:28  On the one hand with reference to the gospel, they [Jewish unbelievers] are regarded as enemies because of you [Church Age believers], but on the other hand as far as their election is concerned, they [Jewish believers] are beloved because of their fathers [Israel as a special election to privilege in the past].

11:29  for the grace benefits and election from God are irrevocable.

11:30  For just as at one time [Jewish Age] you [Gentiles] had not believed in the God [Jesus Christ], but now [Church Age] you have received mercy because of their [Jew's] unbelief,

11:31  so also now [Church Age] these [Jews] have not believed in your time of mercy [times of Gentiles], in order that now [Church Age] they [Jewish remnant] also might receive mercy [evangelized by you the Gentiles].

11:32  For the God has locked up the entire human race with reference to disobedience [Adam's Original Sin], in order that He might have mercy on the entire human race.

11:33  Oh, the inexhaustibility of His wealth both of the wisdom and knowledge of God: How inscrutable are His decrees and His policies untrackable!

11:34  Who then has known the mind of the Lord, or has become His advisor?

11:35  or who has given to Him, and has not been compensated?

11:36  Because those all things are from the source of Him and through the agency of Him and for Him [in time]; furthermore, the glory belongs to Him forever.  I believe it.

12:1  I urge you therefore, brethren, by the grace blessings from the justice of God, that you place your bodies under orders as a living, holy sacrifice.  This is well pleasing to our God - your rational and spiritual worship.

12:2  Also, stop being molded to this age, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind [renovation of your thought], that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good, the well pleasing, and the complete.

12:3  Stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one a standard of thinking from doctrine.

12:4  For just as we have many parts in one body and all the parts do not have the same function,

12:5  so we, the many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts one of another. 

2.  “because of the surpassing grace of God for your benefit.”

a.  Why did the Jerusalem church have great affection for the Gentiles and pray for them?  No, it wasn’t so they could get more money from them.


b.  It was because of the surpassing grace of God that was given to the Gentiles, which overflowed into all the blessings of the Church Age for the Jews as well.


c.  The forty things given by God at salvation during the Church Age were immediately available to all Jews who had already believed in Christ and to all Jews who would believe in Christ.


d.  This was a far greater blessing than anything the Jews had ever received from God prior to the Church Age.


e.  Therefore the Church Age provided blessings above and beyond the grace blessings given to the Jew in the Age of Israel.


f.  But even beyond this were the surpassing grace blessings of God to the Gentiles in the millennial reign of Christ and for all eternity.  These same blessings also became the surpassing grace of God to the Jews.
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