2 Corinthians 9:13



 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the feminine singular article and noun DOKIMĒ, which means “Because of the, ‘the quality of being approved’, hence character Rom 5:4 put someone to the test 2 Cor 2:9; know someone’s character Phil 2:22; the approved character of your service.”
  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA and the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “of this service, ministry.”

“Because of the approved character of this service”

- is the nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to praise, honor, magnify.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to the previous nominative masculine plural noun HAGIOS or “saints” in verse 12.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the Jerusalem believers produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial, being used as a finite verb.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

“they are praising God”

- is the preposition EPI plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOTAGĒ, which “as a response in 2 Cor 9:13 implies acceptance, commitment, and obedience.”
  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun HOMOLOGIA with the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to express openly one’s allegiance to a proposition or person.  It is often extremely difficult, if not impossible, to translate  and  by the usual expression for ‘confess,’ since this would usually imply that one has done something wrong.  It is normally necessary, therefore, to employ quite a different type of relationship, usually involving a public utterance and an expression of confidence or allegiance.  For example, in Mt 10.32 it may be necessary to translate ‘whoever tells people publicly that he is loyal to me, I will tell my Father that I am loyal to that person.’  Similarly, in Heb 10:23 one may translate ‘let us hold on to the hope in which we have told people we have such confidence.’  Likewise, in Rom 15:9 one may translate ‘therefore I will tell the Gentiles how I have put my confidence in you.’”
  Therefore, the meaning here is more along the lines that the Corinthians were “publicly acknowledging” their love, care, concern, and union with the Jerusalem Christians.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place (direction toward which the obedience or subjection is made) from the neuter singular article and noun EUAGGELION, which means “to the gospel, message.” This is followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ.”

“because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ”

 - is the simple connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the instrumental of cause from the feminine singular noun HAPLOTĒS, which means “generosity.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun “your” and noun KOINWNIA, which means “sign of fellowship, proof of brotherly unity, even gift, contribution Rom 15:26; 1 Cor 10:16.”
  Then we have preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “to them.”  This is followed by the connective use of KAI, meaning “and” and the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction from the masculine plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “to all” and referring to all people.

“and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all,”
2 Cor 9:13 corrected translation
“Because of the approved character of this service they are praising God because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all,”

Explanation:
1.  “Because of the approved character of this service”

a.  Paul continues his thoughts with all the reasons why what the Corinthians are doing is a good and honorable thing.


b.  It is interesting that there is no main verb in this verse or the next.  There are only participles, making for very difficult Greek constructions and interpretations.  The circumstantial participle is used to indicate an action that accompanies the action of the main verb.  The best procedure is to translate the participle as though it were a finite verb and to connect it to the main verb by supplying the word “and.”  Therefore, this sentence could be connected to the previous sentence as follows: “And because of the approved character of this service they are praising God …”  (the underlined words indicating the translation of the participle).


c.  So Paul gives us an additional reason why the Judean Christians are praising and honoring God.  It is because of the character of this service and ministry of the Gentile believers, which has been approved by God and men.


d.  The character of the Gentiles has been tested and approved as worthy of God and therefore fitting and appropriate to His righteousness.


e.  The Corinthians are doing what has been approved by the righteousness of God.  Therefore, their service, their ministry, that is the collection and offering of this financial support for those in need, is of the highest character with the highest motivation.


f.  God approves those actions which are done with the highest character and motivation.  Which means He only approves of those actions that are motivated by God the Holy Spirit through the principles and standards of the word of God in our soul.

2.  “they are praising God”

a.  So because of the approved character of the service and ministry of the Gentile believers in the Greek parts of the Roman Empire, the believers in the Jewish parts of the Roman Empire were praising God.


b.  Notice that the Jews were not praising the Gentiles, but God.


c.  The Gentile believers were not expected to get the credit.  The credit belonged to God.


d.  If God the Father had not planned for this collection to take place, and if God the Holy Spirit had not sent Paul to Corinth, and if God the Holy Spirit had not made the gospel clear to the Gentile unbelievers in Corinth, and if God the Holy Spirit had not used His teaching ministry to teach the Gentile believers in Corinth, then they would have never been motivated to take up a collection for the destitute believers in Judea.  Therefore, obviously the credit and praise belonged to God and not to the Gentile believers.

3.  “because of the commitment of your public allegiance to the gospel of Christ”

a.  Paul continues with another reason why gratitude belongs to God and why they are praising God.


b.  Gratitude belongs to God because of the public commitment of the Gentile believers in Corinth to the Person and message of Jesus Christ.


c.  The Corinthian church made an open and public allegiance to their faith in Christ and belief in His message of salvation by this grace offering to the church in Jerusalem, where faith in Christ first began.


d.  The Corinthian believers made a commitment to the gospel of Christ by doing all they could to support financially the ministry of the church of Jerusalem.


e.  The Corinthian believers made a commitment to their public allegiance to Christ by sending financial support to the church of Jerusalem.


f.  The church of Jerusalem in turn was praising God because of their commitment to the person of Christ, the teachings of Jesus Christ, and their open acknowledgement and public allegiance to Christianity.


g.  The Greek believers were publicly and openly forming an allegiance with the Jewish believers of the Roman Empire.  This was staggering politically.  It was one thing for a small group of Jews to stop worshipping the Emperor.  It was quite another thing for the Eastern half of the Empire to do so.


h.  Allegiance to the gospel of Christ meant rejection of allegiance to the deity of the Emperor.


i.  Roman political power could only interpret this as a direct threat against the power and authority of the Emperor.  This was not the case, but is exactly how it was viewed historically by the Roman government.


j.  The Greek churches were willing to do much more than simply pay lip service to support of Jewish Christians.  They were willing to provide the necessary financial support to keep the Jewish church going and the Jewish believers alive and prosperous.


k.  This kind of tremendous financial commitment and allegiance was a staggering blow to the Jewish unbelievers.  For they had hoped that their persecution would wipe out Christianity in Judea and restore the “true faith” in the Mosaic Law and the “Jewish way of life.”  However, the financial support of the Greek churches now made that impossible.


l.  It was no wonder that the Jews and Greeks were both praising God and full of gratitude toward Him for such a fantastic plan, by which the persecution of one group of believers led to the unification of all believers and the unification of their faith through mutual support.

4.  “and the generosity of your contribution to them and to all,”

a.  Again Paul reminds the Corinthians that the Jerusalem believers were praising and honoring God because of the generosity of the financial support to the Jewish church and their general generosity to all believers in need.


b.  The Corinthians had many faults; generosity was not one of them.


c.  Again Paul reminds them and us that they were very generous to the Jerusalem church.  But Paul also states for the entire world to read that the Corinthian church was always generous to all people.


d.  It seems that one area in which the Corinthian church excelled was their lack of discrimination toward others, especially those of a different race.


e.  God was indeed praised and honored because of the generosity of the contribution of the Corinthian church to the Jerusalem church, as was fitting in the Lord.
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