2 Corinthians 8:9



 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For example.”  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “you know.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which involves a simple expression of undefined action without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produced the action of knowing something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “the gracious deed” just as it has been used previously in this context by Paul.  This is followed by the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and nouns KURIOS, IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, with the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

“For example, you know the gracious deed of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

- is the epexegetical use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and indicating the content of what the Corinthian believers knew.  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit, for your sake.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PTWCHEUW, which means in the present tense, “to be poor” but in the ingressive aorist “to become poor.”


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which emphasizes entrance into a state or condition.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produced the action of entering into the state or condition of becoming poor.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“that for your benefit He became poor,”

 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PLOUSIOS, which means “rich, wealthy” and is used figuratively of the status of our Lord prior to His incarnation.  With this we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The nominative masculine singular refers to the deity of our Lord in eternity past.


The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that has always existed and will always exist.  There is never a time when this is not true.


The active voice indicates that the deity of Christ produces the action of being what it is.


The participle is a concessive participle and is translated “though being.”

“though being rich,”

 - is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order that.”  Then we have the nominative second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”  This is followed by the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article and noun PTWCHEIA, which means “poverty, destitution” with the possessive genitive masculine singular from the remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “by means of that poverty, destitution.”  Finally, we have the second person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb PLOUTEW, which means “to be rich” in the present tense, but means “to become rich” in the aorist tense.


The aorist tense is an ingressive aorist, which indicates entrance into a state or condition.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of entering into the state or condition of being spiritually rich by believing in Christ.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to indicate God the Father’s purpose in human history.

“in order that you might become rich by means of that poverty.”
2 Cor 8:9 corrected translation
“For example, you know the gracious deed of our Lord Jesus Christ, that for your benefit He became poor, though being rich, in order that you might become rich by means of that poverty.”

Explanation:
1.  “For example, you know the gracious deed of our Lord Jesus Christ,”

a.  Paul now introduces an example to illustrate his principle.  Of course Paul uses the perfect example of our Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Paul has previously illustrated his point through the gracious deed of the Macedonian believers.  Now he will illustrate through the gracious deed of our Lord, which will be described in the remainder of Paul’s statement.


c.  What our Lord did for all of us in becoming true humanity and going the cross as a substitute for us was well known to the Corinthian believers.  This had clearly been taught to them for eighteen months by Paul as well as by Apollos, Timothy, and Titus.


d.  The full title of our Lord Jesus Christ is used by Paul because our Lord’s gracious deed involved His deity, His humanity, and His mission on our behalf.

2.  “that for your benefit He became poor,”

a.  In the remainder of this verse Paul gives us one the greatest statements of Scripture.  It is a statement of genuine humility and self-sacrifice as a function of the genuine love of God for all of us.


b.  For our benefit our Lord became poor.  What does this mean?



(1)  Remember that Paul is illustrating for the Corinthians what he is asking them to do for the benefit of the Jewish believers in Judea.



(2)  Just as our Lord sacrificed of Himself for us, so Paul is asking that the Corinthians make a similar sacrifice for other believers.



(3)  Paul is not asking the Corinthians to make themselves destitute to save the Jerusalem believers.



(4)  But Paul uses the word PTWCHEW (to become poor) and PTWCHEIA (poverty, destitution) to emphasize the status of the Jerusalem believers.  This is a thought paronomasia (similar ideas with a different meaning) rather than a word paronomasia (similar sounding words with different meanings).



(5)  The Lord Jesus Christ is eternal God.  He does not need wealth or riches, since God is a spirit and does not need material things.  However our Lord is eternally and infinitely wealthy, as we shall see in Paul’s next phrase.



(6)  So how did our Lord become poor?  This is explained by Phil 2:5-8, “Keep thinking this within you which was also in Christ Jesus, who though He eternally existed in the essence of God, He did not think equality with God [Father or Holy Spirit] a profit to be seized and held; but He deprived Himself of the proper function of His deity when He had received the form of a servant [hypostatic union], when He had been born in the likeness of mankind [incarnation].  In fact, although He was discovered in outward appearance as a man, He humbled Himself [enforced and genuine humility] by becoming obedient to the point of death, that is, the death of the cross.”



(7)  Our Lord became true humanity on earth and humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the death of the cross.  This was His poverty.



(8)  Our Lord became destitute by being identified with and judged for our sins.



(9)  His spiritual death on the cross was the greatest spiritual poverty and destitution that has or ever will exist in human history.



(10)  He submitted willingly to this poverty for our benefit.


c.  This same principle was taught by our Lord in Mt 20:28, “just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”


d.  This illustration was not lost on the Corinthians.  They understood exactly what God expected of them—the willingness to sacrifice themselves for the benefit of others in greater need, just as our Lord had sacrificed Himself for the benefit of all of us, who were in dire need.

3.  “though being rich,”

a.  The Lord Jesus Christ is eternal God.  He does not need wealth or riches, since God is a spirit and does not need material things.


b.  Therefore this statement is an anthropopathism.


c.  It does not refer to material wealth but to spiritual wealth.


d.  The greatest spiritual wealth that has or ever will exist is the love of God.


e.  God’s love is the greatest wealth any of us can ever have.


f.  God’s love is infinite and eternal; therefore, He has been and always will be wealthy beyond our comprehension.


g.  There has never been a time when our Lord has not been totally wealthy in His own right and as a result of being loved by God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

4.  “in order that you might become rich by means of that poverty.”

a.  Why did our Lord do this?  That we might become rich by means of His spiritual death on the cross as a substitute for us.


b.  God the Father’s plan and purpose in human history is to make all Church Age believers the richest and wealthiest believers of human history.  This is explained in detail by Paul in Eph 1:3-14, (which is all one sentence in the Greek), “Worthy of praise and glorification is the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing  in heavenly places in Christ, since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him; by means of virtue love He [God the Father] has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself through Jesus Christ according to the grace purpose of His will, resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which grace He has graced us out in the Beloved; by whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, from which riches of grace He [God the Father] has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and application, when He revealed to us the mystery of His plan according to His gracious intention which He planned in Him with reference to the dispensation of the fullness of times, to gather under one head the entire royal family in Christ, those who are in heaven and those who are on earth in Him, in whom also we have received an allotment, having been predestined with reference to a predetermined plan from Him [God the Father], who works all things in conformity with the purpose of His will, in order that we, who first trusted in Christ, should be for the praise of His glory; in whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also when you believed you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”


c.  This same concept was mentioned previously by Paul in 2 Cor 6:10, “alleged as ‘the unhappy ones,’ but [we are] continually the happy ones, alleged as ‘poor beggars’, but we are making many rich, alleged as ‘having nothing’ and yet we possess all things.”


d.  Being the possessors of the riches of Christ, the Corinthians had more than enough to give to help the poverty stricken believers in Jerusalem.  Having a wealth of mystery doctrine in their souls, they had everything to give.  The financial support was a mere symbol of the greater wealth available to the believers in Jerusalem.  Money was not the issue but was only the symbol of the greater issue of the wealth of the word of God in the form of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age available to the believers in Jerusalem still clinging to the Mosaic Law and the traditions of Judaism.


e.  Paul’s words in Phil 2:3-4 certainly apply here, “Do nothing from contentiousness or empty conceit, but with humility of thinking let each one of you regard one another as more important than himself.  Do not merely look out for your own personal interest, but also for the interest of others.”
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