2 Corinthians 8:4



- is the preposition META plus the genitive of attendant circumstances (which is used to indicate emotional reactions or phenomena which accompany the action of the verb, translated “with”) from the feminine singular adjective POLUS, meaning “much, great, strong, severe, hard, deep, profound”
 and the feminine singular noun PARAKLĒSIS, which means “comfort, encouragement; appeal, request.”
  Then we have the nominative masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb DEOMAI, which means “to ask, beg.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to the believers in Macedonia.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, or progress.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning with the Macedonia believers producing the action of asking Paul and those with him for the privilege of helping support other believers in need.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the objective genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of us” in the sense “asking of us.”

“with a profound appeal asking of us”

 - is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “practical application of goodwill, a (sign of) favor, gracious deed or gift, benefaction of the collection for Jerusalem 1 Cor 16:3; 2 Cor 8:4, 6f, 19.”
  With this we have the connective conjunction KAI, “often used as an explicative; i.e., a word or clause is connected by means of KAI with another word or clause, for the purpose of explaining what goes before it; it is translated and so, that is, namely.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KOINWNIA, which means “association, communion, fellowship, close relationship; generosity, fellow-feeling, altruism; sign of fellowship, proof of brotherly unity, even gift, contribution; the participation, or sharing.”
  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, which means “of service; aid, support, distribution.”
  Then we have the genitive feminine singular from the article, which is used to identify the following prepositional phrase as modifying the previous feminine singular noun DIAKONIA.  Then we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose (which indicates the aim, purpose, or goal of the action of the main verb) from the masculine plural article and noun HAGIOS, which means “for the purpose of the saints” and refers to the destitute believers in Jerusalem.

“the gracious favor, that is, the participation of support for the saints,”
2 Cor 8:4 corrected translation
“with a profound appeal asking of us the gracious favor, that is, the participation of support for the saints,”

Explanation:
1.  “with a profound appeal asking of us”

a.  The entire sentence thus far reads, “Because according to ability, I testify, even beyond ability, [they were] voluntary ones, with a profound appeal, asking of us the gracious favor, that is, the participation of support for the saints,”


b.  Paul continues his explanation of how and why the Macedonian believers requested the opportunity to help the believers in Jerusalem.


c.  The Macedonian believers made the request with a profound appeal.  This is an emotional statement, but it is all good emotion.



(1)  They were enthusiastic and excited about having the opportunity to help others.



(2)  This is the proper attitude in giving.  We are never to give reluctantly, but enthusiastically.



(3)  Giving to help others is a privilege of the royal priesthood; for doing anything for another believer is the same as doing it for the Lord.  Mt 25:34-40, “Then the King will say to those on His right, 'Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry, and you gave Me something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me something to drink; I was a stranger, and you invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came to Me.’  Then the righteous will answer Him, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, and feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to drink?  And when did we see You a stranger, and invite You in, or naked, and clothe You?  When did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'  The King will answer and say to them, 'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of them, you did it to Me.’”



(4)  Helping other believers is a privilege of the royal priesthood.



(5)  Helping unbelievers is a privilege of our royal ambassadorship.



(6)  Helping others financially or otherwise is always exciting for the believer with doctrine in their soul, because they realize that this is a divine opportunity to accrue escrow blessings for eternity (“inherit the kingdom prepared for you”).



(7)  The God-given opportunity to help others is a privilege and honor for the mature believer; for he would do no less than His Lord, whom he is preoccupied with pleasing.


d.  The Macedonian believers recognized Paul’s authority.  They used the chain of command.  They asked permission of Paul and the other members of his group as God’s representatives.  They wanted to make sure that they were doing the right thing and would not offend the Jerusalem believers by offering them financial assistance, so they went to the group of men who knew the believers in this church the best and ask him what they should do.


e.  The Corinthians have never asked Paul to be able to participate in this opportunity, but Paul will graciously make the offer to the Corinthians to participate as other believers had done.

2.  “the gracious favor, that is, the participation of support for the saints,”

a.  Then Paul emphasizes the nature of their act of giving—it was an act of grace and favor extended to other believers.


b.  It was motivated by their love for the Lord Jesus Christ; therefore, it was gracious in nature.


c.  The Macedonian believers would receive nothing in return and expected nothing in return.  It was an opportunity for them, not a duty, not a chore, not a burden, but an opportunity.


d.  Then Paul clarifies exactly what he meant by a gracious deed or gracious act or gracious favor—it was participation in support for the believers in Jerusalem.


e.  This support took two main forms:



(1)  Those who had the financial ability to give did so financially.



(2)  Those who did not have the financial ability to give did so with prayers.


f.  Both forms of support were equally needed and effective.


g.  Notice that the Macedonians realized they were not the only ones providing support, but were participating with others (like the Colossians and Ephesians, etc.) in this support.


h.  Paul wants the Corinthians to have the same opportunity to share in the opportunity of being blessed by being a blessing to others.  But he wants them to do it with the same attitude as the other Greek believers in Macedonia had done.  He wants them to regard it as a gracious opportunity to participate with everyone else.
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