2 Corinthians 8:20



 - is the nominative masculine first person plural present middle participle from the verb STELLW, which means “avoid, try to avoid.”


The first person plural nominative masculine refers to Titus and the other ‘famous’ believer being sent along with him.


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that Titus and the other believer are attempting or trying to make happen.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive middle, in which the subject (Paul’s team) produces the action in relation to themselves because they have a deep personal interest in the action, and are intimately involved in the action.


The participle is circumstantial and can be translated like a finite verb “and they are trying to avoid.”
With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to what follows in the rest of this verse.  In English we would say “the following.”

“and they are trying to avoid the following:”

- is the negative adverb MĒ, used “as a conjunction, meaning that.”
  Then we have the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone, a certain one.”   Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to Paul and his team.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle subjunctive from the verb MWMAOMAI, which means “to find fault with, censure, blame someone.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the entire project of collecting money for destitute believers and not being blamed by anyone for doing anything that even remotely looks dishonest and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning so that anyone looking at the operation of collection of money for the poor produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which expresses what Paul wants to have happen, but may not necessarily happen.

“that anyone might find fault with us”

 - is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of cause (translated “because of”) from the feminine singular article and noun ADROTĒS, which means “abundance in this lavish gift”
 “an abundant amount, with the implication of generosity - ‘abundance, generous gift.’”
  With this we have the locative feminine singular from the near demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  Then we have the locative feminine singular articular present passive participle from the verb DIAKONEW, which means “to serve or render service; to act as an agent for someone else; to render assistance; care for, take care of; help, support someone;”
 or ‘to perform as a service’.  See verse 19.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The passive voice indicates the generous gift receives the action of being taken care of by Paul and his team.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the preposition HUPO plus the ablative of agency from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “by us.”

“because of this generous gift, which is being performed as a service by us.”
2 Cor 8:20 corrected translation
“and they are trying to avoid the following: that anyone might find fault with us because of this generous gift, which is being performed as a service by us.”
Explanation:
1.  “and they are trying to avoid the following: that anyone might find fault with us”

a.  Paul realized that there would always be someone who would blame him for doing something wrong, no matter what he did.  This is why he put this statement in the subjunctive mood.


b.  By having two well-known and trusted companions, who had been agreed upon by the Greek churches, Paul hoped to avoid any appearance of impropriety.


c.  The last thing Paul wanted was for anyone to question his honesty and integrity.


d.  He wanted others to handle the money; those who could be trusted the most.



(1)  The man the Corinthians trusted the most was Titus.



(2)  The man the Macedonians trusted the most (other than Paul) was Luke.


e.  Paul also wanted the churches to select their own representatives rather than simply have them appointed by him.  That way the churches owned the responsibility for who was handling their money and they could not blame Paul because he appointed the representatives.


f.  Everything was done publicly.  Everyone knew exactly what was going on and why.


g.  Paul did everything possible to take away every possible criticism regarding this collection for the destitute believers.


h.  This is the model for how money should be handled in a local church.



(1)  Everyone should know on a periodic basis exactly how much money is given and how that money is being spent.  In larger churches this accounting is usually done on a more frequent basis than a smaller church.



(2)  But there should be a full public accounting of how the funds are being managed on at least a yearly basis.



(3)  The amount that each believer gives is a matter of privacy and should never be disclosed by anyone handling the money to anyone else in the congregation.  What a believer gives is a matter of the privacy of the priesthood and is no one else’s business.  If you are concerned about your privacy, then put cash in a sealed envelope and put it in the offering.  In this way no one knows except you and God.



(4)  The pastor should not handle the money in any way.  This is the responsibility of those with the spiritual gift of administration.



(5)  One man should never have sole responsibility over any church funds.  There should always be at least two or three people involved, so that each can testify to the honesty of the other person.

2.  “in this generous gift, which is being performed as a service by us.”

a.  In closing his sentence, Paul reminds the Corinthians that as others were generous in giving, so he fully expected that the Corinthians would continue to be generous as well.


b.  Paul reminds the Corinthians again that this is a service being performed as a service for the Lord by His representatives.


c.  Paul himself wanted to help destitute believers, but even more so he wanted to do it because it was what his Lord wanted done.


d.  Giving is a Christian service that we perform for the Lord as His representatives.  Therefore, it demands the highest in honor and integrity in its administration.


e.  Paul and those taking care of this generous financial gift were only the agents of the Lord, working on His behalf for the needs of other believers.
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