2 Corinthians 8:16



- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, which means “thanks, gratitude as in Rom 7:25; Rom 6:17; 2 Cor 9:15; 1 Cor 15:57.”
  Then we have the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” and introducing a mild contrast.  There is no verb here because this is an idiom.  In English we would have to insert something like the word “[belongs],” especially because of the dative of possession, which follows.  Then we have the dative of possession from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”

“But gratitude [belongs] to God”

 - is the dative masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who” and referring back to the dative case of the noun THEOS=God.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the conclusion or the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that God the Holy Spirit produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article, the intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as an adjective with the article, meaning “the same.”  With this we have the noun SPOUDĒ, which means “eagerness, earnestness, diligence, also zeal in matters of religion  good will toward, devotion for someone.”
  This is followed by the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for you.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “in the heart.”  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive masculine singular from the proper noun TITOS, “of Titus.”
“who has given the same devotion for you in the heart of Titus,”
2 Cor 8:16 corrected translation
“But gratitude [belongs] to God who has given the same devotion for you in the heart of Titus,”

Explanation:
1.  “But gratitude [belongs] to God”

a.  Paul switches gears now from the financial gift itself to the person and means of administering the gift on behalf of the Corinthians.


b.  Paul was always grateful to God for many things.  But here he states that he was grateful to God because God had given to Titus the same love for the Corinthian church as Paul had for that church.


c.  Gratitude is a sign of spiritual maturity and therefore an important subject to be understood in the word of God.


d.  Review the concept of Gratitude Toward God taught in 2 Cor 2:14, 17.
2.  “who has given the same devotion for you in the heart of Titus,”

a.  Paul is thankful to God for all that He has done to motivate Titus to have the same love for the Corinthians as Paul has.


b.  Devotion to others is one of the key characteristics of virtue-love.  If you are not devoted to the person, then you don’t love them.


c.  Titus was devoted to the success of the Corinthian church, just as Paul was.


d.  Both Paul and Titus recognized that they each had the same love for the Corinthian believers.


e.  This love was based on the positive volition of the Corinthians to the love of God.


f.  No matter how badly the Corinthians failed, they still loved God and God’s word.


g.  This love of God could not help but produce a virtue-love in Paul and Titus for the Corinthians.


h.  This love was in the thinking part of the soul of Titus.  It was in his KARDIA, which is where epignosis doctrine is processed, stored, and applied to life.


i.  1 Jn 4:19 says, “We love, because He first loved us.”



(1)  Paul and Titus both loved the Corinthians because God first loved them and taught them what love really means.



(2)  Through God’s love for us, we learn what it means to love.



(3)  The first person we begin to truly love as adults is God.



(4)  One of the key characteristics of loving God is being devoted to what He wants.  We call this being devoted to the will of God.  This is our obedience to God.  Our love for God is our devotion to doing what He wants us to do, not doing what we want to do.



(5)  Once Paul and Titus had learned about God’s love for them and began to reciprocate in their love for God, they then had the ability and capacity to love other believers who thought the same way toward God.  The Corinthians were one such group of believers.



(6)  Therefore, Paul and Titus both had the same devotion toward the Corinthians as the Lord Jesus Christ, who went to the cross and died spiritually as a substitute for them.



(7)  Through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit, our Lord’s love for the Corinthians was imparted to the hearts of Paul and Titus, which produced their devotion and love for these believers and their success in the spiritual life.
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