2 Corinthians 8:15



 - is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, which means “just as” and sets up a comparison between two ideas.  Then we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the following statement receives the action of being written permanently in the word of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“just as it stands written,”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular elliptic use of the article, “which leaves a part of a sentence accompanied by the article to be completed from the context:  the man with the two (talents), Mt 25:17; cf. verse 22; Rom 13:7; the man who had much, little 2 Cor 8:15 after Ex 16:18.”
  This is followed by the adverbial accusative of measure from the article and adjective POLUS.  Literally this says, “the [man], the one with much,” which we would translate into English as “the man with much.”  Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PLEONAZW, which means in its intransitive use, “to be or become more, be or become great, be present in abundance, grow, increase, have more than is necessary, have too much.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the man with more than enough produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“‘The man with much did not have too much,”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article, meaning “the one, the man.”  Then we have the adverbial accusative of measure from the article and adjective OLIGOS, meaning “with little, small, or short amount of something.”  Then we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb ELATTONEW, which means “to have less or to have too little.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and states it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the man with less produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the man with little did not have too little.’”

2 Cor 8:15 corrected translation
“just as it stands written, ‘The man with much did not have too much, and the man with little did not have too little.’”

Explanation:
1.  “just as it stands written,”

a.  Paul now makes his point by quoting from the Mosaic Law.


b.  This is a quote from the LXX (there is only one word different and it is a synonym for OLIGOS) of Ex 16:18, “When they measured it with an omer, he who had gathered much had no excess, and he who had gathered little had no lack; every man gathered as much as he should eat.”


c.  Paul quotes from the Old Testament to show that God’s policy did not originate with him, but has been in use by God for the last 1500 years.


d.  The background for this analogy is the collection of manna in the desert every day for 40 years by the children of Israel.  They were instructed to gather as much as they wanted, but not to take more than what they needed.


e.  God then made sure that whatever they took was all they needed: no more and no less.


f.  The only abuse was the sin of greed, where some people took more than they needed, and it spoiled, so that it did them no good to try to horde more than what they needed.


g.  Read Exodus 16.

2.  “‘The man with much did not have too much,”

a.  The man with much is an analogy to the Corinthian believers, who had lots of money, and to the Jerusalem believers, who had lots of doctrinal understanding and communicators of doctrine.


b.  The Corinthians did not have too much money.  They had just enough to share with other believers in financial need in Jerusalem.


c.  The Jerusalem believers did not have too many communicators of doctrine.  They had just enough to send missionaries to Corinth.


d.  However, the man with much here is a specific reference to the Corinthian church, which did not have too much because they were willing to share with the destitute believers in Jerusalem.

3.  “and the man with little did not have too little.’”

a.  The man with little is an analogy to the Corinthian believers, who did not have a lot of doctrinal understanding, and few prepared communicators of doctrine, and to the Jerusalem believers, who had very little money.


b.  The Corinthians did not have too few communicators of doctrine.  They only needed one and his name was Sosthenes.


c.  The Jerusalem believers did not have too few believers with financial ability, since they were still alive and trying to make ends meet.


d.  However, the man with little here is a specific reference to the Jerusalem church, which did not have too little because they had the financial support from the Gentile churches of Greece and Asia Minor.

4.  In both cases God provided for the exact needs of the believers.


a.  God provides exactly what we need; never too much and never too little.


b.  God knew our needs in eternity past.  He is not surprised by your needs in time.


c.  God gives to us in grace from His love.  He does not require us to pay Him back with our good behavior or anything else.


d.  However, God does expect us to be grateful for what He gives and to share our blessings with others.


e.  God never gives and then takes it back because we are not thankful and do not appreciate Him.


f.  God always gives you enough so that you are taken care of and have something to give to others.


g.  God never gives you more money than you can handle.  You may not have a lot of money because you wouldn’t be able to handle it properly and would end up giving it all to some con artist in the local church.  Therefore, God manages your money for you, by giving you exactly what you need, when you need it.


h.  God never gives you less money than you need.  Lack of money is nothing more than a test of the faith-rest drill on your part.  God often makes us think we don’t have anything, when it is simply a test for us to see if we will trust Him to provide what we need.


i.  Beware of thinking you need money for something, when you do not.  When the money is not forthcoming from fellow-believers, then it is a good sign that God is not backing your idea, your plan, your scheme, or your design.


j.  When just the right amount of money shows up at just the right time to save the day, then you can be sure that it was a test of your faith in God.  How did you do?  We all take this test as young believers.  Israel spent 40 years taking this test.


k.  God will always provide exactly what we need.  We simply have to trust Him to do so.
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