2 Corinthians 6:7




- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “the word, the message, or the teaching.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “of truth.”  It is translated, “with the message of truth.”
- is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS, which means “with the power” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  The phrase is translated, “with the power of God.”
 - is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the neuter plural article and noun HOPLON, which means “by means of the weapons.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness.”  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the neuter plural article and the adjectives DEXIOS and ARISTEROS connected by KAI, meaning “right and left.”  This refers to “weapons for the right side and the left side 2 Cor 6:7 (sword and shield, offense and defense),”
 that is, “weapons used with the right hand, and those used with the left, which means ‘weapons for offense and defense’.”
  “In 2 Cor 6:7 the phrase  literally ‘left-hand weapon,’ refers to a weapon used by the left hand and therefore a defensive weapon, while , literally ‘weapon for the right hand,’ refers to an offensive weapon.”
  These two adjectives are two aspects of the same thing, because they are governed by one article.  Also you should note that these adjectives modify HOPLON, being in the second attributive position (article-noun-article-adjective), cf. Jn 10:11, “I am the shepherd, the good one.”

“by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”
2 Cor 6:7 corrected translation
“with the message of truth, with the power of God; by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”

Explanation:
1.  “with the message of truth,”

a.  The seventh way in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servant is with the message of truth.


b.  The message of truth is the gospel message of our Lord that faith alone in Him results in eternal salvation.  This is clearly mentioned in:



(1)  Eph 1:13, “in Whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also when you believed you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise [portfolio of invisible assets].”



(2)  Col 1:5, “because of the hope [confident expectation] which is stored up for your benefit in the heavens, which [hope of eternal life] you heard before in the true message of the gospel,”



(3)  Jam 1:18, “In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.”

c.  As ambassadors for Christ we represent our Lord and proclaim His offer of salvation, the message of truth, to the world of unbelievers.


d.  Our proclamation of the message of truth is one of the ways we demonstrate that we are servants of our Lord Jesus Christ.

e.  The message of truth is the truth of the gospel:



(1)  Gal 2:5, “But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.”



(2)  Gal 2:14, “But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in the presence of all, ‘If you, being a Jew, live like the Gentiles and not like the Jews, how is it that you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?’”


f.  All Church Age believers are the custodians of the message of truth, 1 Tim 3:15, “but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.”


g.  Pastors are required to be absolutely accurate with regard to the message of the truth,  2 Tim 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”

2.  “with the power of God,”

a.  The eighth way in which we demonstrate ourselves as God’s servant is with the power of God.


b.  Paul mentioned the power of God in:



(1)  1 Cor 2:4-5, “And so my doctrine and my preaching were not by means of persuasive words of wisdom, but by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and [God's] power, in order that your faith [what you believe] may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”



(2)  2 Cor 4:7, “Now we have this treasure in earthen vessels, in order that the extraordinary quality of the power might be from God and not from the source of us.”



(3)  2 Cor 12:9, “And He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.”


c.  The power of God is the filling of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  At the moment of salvation, God the Holy Spirit fills and influences our soul.


e.  The power of God is manifest in our spiritual life.  This is seen by the unbeliever in our love, graciousness, thoughtfulness, kindness, purity, knowledge, and forbearance toward others.


f.  They see the power of God in our life and hear the message of the gospel of God’s love for them.  The combination is irresistible to all except the most hardened negative volition.
3.  “by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness,”

a.  This clause really belongs in the next verse, just as the final clause of the next verse also belongs in the verse that follows.


b.  There are three ways mentioned in this verse and the next verse as the impersonal means by which we demonstrate ourselves as the servants of God.  The first is described here as by means of the offensive and defensive weapons of righteousness.


c.  These weapons of righteousness are mentioned in other passages of Scripture.



(1)  Eph 6:13-17, “Therefore, pick up and put on the full armor from God, that you may be able to stand your ground in the evil day, even after you have done everything to hold your ground.  Therefore, hold your ground, after you have buckled your combat gear around your waist with truth and after you have put on the breastplate of righteousness  and after you have put on your combat boots with readiness [to communicate] the gospel, the peace [reconciliation],  with all these things pick up and carry the shield of faith [faith-rest drill] by which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one;  and grasp the helmet of salvation [deliverance] and draw the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”



(2)  Rom 13:12, “The night is far gone, and the day is approaching; therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light.”



(3)  2 Cor 10:4, “for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses.”


d.  The weapons held in the left hand are defensive weapons, such as “the shield of faith,” which is the faith-rest drill, which we use to defend ourselves against the attacks of adversity in life.


e.  The weapon held in the right hand is “the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”


f.  The word of God is our only offensive weapon.  We use it to destroy the fortresses (lies) of Satan, “so that you may always be able to hold your ground against the strategies of the devil, because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons],” Eph 6:11-12.


g.  These weapons are called weapons of righteousness because they originate from the righteousness of God.  Our faith in God comes from God’s righteousness making that faith effective in our spiritual life.  The word of God comes from the righteousness and omniscience of God.
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