2 Corinthians 6:5




- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun PLĒGĒ, which means “blow, stroke as in the blow of a whip.”
  It is translated “in beatings.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun PHULAKĒ, which means “imprisonments.”  It is translated “in imprisonments.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun AKATASTASIA, which means “disturbance, civil disorder, unruliness, or insurrections.”
  It means “violent opposition to someone or something, involving mob action - ‘riot, being mobbed.’”
  This is a reference to public riots or civil disobedience.  It is translated “in riots.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine plural noun KOPOS, which means “work, labor, toil.”
  This is a reference to hard physical labor.  It is translated “in physical labors.”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun AGRUPNIA, which means “sleepless nights.”
  It is translated “in sleepless nights.”
 - is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural noun NĒSTEIA, which means “fasting, abstention from food; being without food; being in a state of hunger.”  It is translated “in situations of hunger.”
2 Cor 6:5 corrected translation
“in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in physical labors, in sleepless nights, in situations of hunger,”
Explanation:
1.  “in beatings”

a.  Paul continues with more examples of what the all things are in which we are expected to demonstrate ourselves as God’s servants.


b.  This is a reference to public flogging.


c.  Examples of this are given in:



(1)  Acts 16:22-23, “The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods.  When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely.”



(2)  Acts 16:37, “But Paul said to them, ‘They have beaten us in public without trial, men who are Romans, and have thrown us into prison; and now are they sending us away secretly?  No indeed!  But let them come themselves and bring us out.’”



(3)  Acts 18:17, “And they all took hold of Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began beating him in front of the judgment seat. But Gallio was not concerned about any of these things.”



(4)  2 Cor 11:24-25, “Five times I received from the Jews thirty-nine lashes.  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a day I have spent in the deep.”


d.  We are expected to demonstrate ourselves as servants of God even when we are receiving physical torture and punishment unjustly from others.


e.  This is exactly what our Lord did before the Roman soldiers, who beat Him:



(1)  Mt 27:27-30, “Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole Roman cohort around Him.  They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him.  And after twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand; and they knelt down before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!"  They spat on Him, and took the reed and began to beat Him on the head.”



(2)  Mk 15:16-19, “The soldiers took Him away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium), and they called together the whole Roman cohort.  They dressed Him up in purple, and after twisting a crown of thorns, they put it on Him; and they began to acclaim Him, "Hail, King of the Jews!"  They kept beating His head with a reed, and spitting on Him, and kneeling and bowing before Him.”



(3)  Lk 22:63-64, “Now the men [the Jewish temple guards] who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking Him and beating Him, and they blindfolded Him and were asking Him, saying, "Prophesy, who is the one who hit You?”



(4)  Jn 19:2-3, “And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him; and they began to come up to Him and say, "Hail, King of the Jews!" and to give Him slaps in the face.”

2.  “in imprisonments,”

a.  We are expected to demonstrate ourselves as servants of God even though unjustly imprisoned for our faith in Christ.


b.  Examples are given in:



(1)  Mt 14:3, “For when Herod had John arrested, he bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip.”



(2)  Acts 5:17-18, “But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy.  They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail.”



(3)  Acts 8:3, “But Saul began ravaging the church, entering house after house, and dragging off men and women, he would put them in prison.”



(4)  Acts 12:1-5, “Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them.  And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword.  When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread.  When he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him to four squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out before the people.  So Peter was kept in the prison, but prayer for him was being made fervently by the church to God.”



(5)  Acts 16:23-24, “When they had struck them with many blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; and he, having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.”



(6)  Heb 13:3, “Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.”



(7)  Rev 2:10, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.  Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days.  Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
3.  “in riots,”

a.  We are expected to demonstrate ourselves as servants of God even though a mob attacks us unjustly for our faith in Christ.


b.  Examples:



(1)  Acts 14:19, “But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing him to be dead.”



(2)  Acts 17:5-6, “But the Jews, becoming jealous and taking along some wicked men from the market place, formed a mob and set the city in an uproar; and attacking the house of Jason, they were seeking to bring them out to the people.  When they did not find them, they began dragging Jason and some brethren before the city authorities, shouting, ‘These men who have upset the world have come here also.’”



(3)  Acts 18:12, “But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him before the judgment seat.”



(4)  Acts 19:28-29, 40, “When they heard this and were filled with rage, they began crying out, saying, ‘Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!’  The city was filled with the confusion, and they rushed with one accord into the theater, dragging along Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia.  (40)…For indeed we are in danger of being accused of a riot in connection with today's events, since there is no real cause for it and in this connection we will be unable to account for this disorderly gathering.”


(5)  Acts 24:12, “Neither in the temple, nor in the synagogues, nor in the city itself did they find me carrying on a discussion with anyone or causing a riot.”

4.  “in physical labors,”

a.  The first three situations involve unjust treatment by others in life.  The last three examples involve privation from situations in life.


b.  We are expected to demonstrate ourselves as servants of God even though we have to physically work hard to earn a living.


c.  There is nothing wrong with hard work.  This refers to extraordinary hard physical labor just to keep alive.


d.  In spite of how difficult life may become with regard to our work, we continue to demonstrate to others that we work for the Lord no matter how difficult it might be for us personally.

5.  “in sleepless nights,”

a.  Certainly there were times in Paul’s life where he found himself working all day, then studying and teaching all night.  But he probably observed the same problem among other believers.


b.  There is no implication from this context that the sleepless nights are due to fear or worry, which are both sins and self-induced misery.  Rather, we would have a situation such as when Paul was shipwrecked and had to spend a day and night in the sea.  It is difficult to sleep at night while trying keep your head above water.


c.  But more than likely this refers to the simple privation of sleep because of all of the normal demands of life on a believer.


d.  The best example of this was the night of our Lord’s betrayal.  He spent most of that night in prayer in preparation for His crucifixion, Mt 26:36-45, “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour?  …He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done’.  Again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy.  And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more.  Then He came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Are you still sleeping and resting?’”  Mk 14:32-41.


e.  Even when we are deprived of the normal functions of life, such as sleep, we are not to complain or feel sorry for ourselves, but continue to demonstrate ourselves as servants of God.

6.  “in situations of hunger,”

a.  This is another example of privation.  In this case we have the privation of hunger.


b.  Regardless of how we are deprived of food, whether justly or unjustly, we are still expected to demonstrate ourselves as servants of God.  We do not cry, complain, whine, or retaliate.  We accept our situation, knowing that our Lord already knows all our needs and will provide for us.


c.  These things are the witness of the life.  However, if we complain about difficulties and privation in life, we are no different than the unbeliever, and our faith in Christ has made no impact on our life.
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