2 Corinthians 6:11




- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun STOMA, which means “the mouth.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our” and referring to Paul and other communicators of doctrine such as Apollos, Timothy, and Titus.  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ANOIGW, which means “to open.”  The phrase to open one’s mouth to speak is found in: Mt 5:2; 13:35 (Ps 77:2); Acts 8:35; 10:34; 18:14, which is an idiom for the fact that they “have spoken freely and openly”
 to them; “an idiom, meaning to speak the complete truth to someone - ‘to be completely open with, to conceal nothing from, to speak the whole truth to.’”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The present state is Paul and others being completely open and honest with the Corinthians as a result of their past relationship of friendship.  Paul is emphasizing the present state of being completely honest with them.


The active voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of doctrine have produced the action in the past with the result that they are doing so now.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
Then we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative of relationship (which denotes either a friendly or hostile relationship—in this case a friendly relationship) from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “face-to-face with you.”  Literally this says, “Our mouth is open to you,” but this is an idiom meaning “we are completely open and honest with you.”

“Our mouth is open to you [We are completely open and honest with you],”

- is the vocative from the masculine plural proper noun KORINTHIOS, which means “O Corinthians,” “You, Corinthians,” or simply, “Corinthians.”
 - is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “our heart.”  The heart is the right lobe of the soul, where Bible doctrine is believed, stored, and applied to life.  Finally, we have the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb PLATUNW, which means “to make broad, be enlarged, figuratively to open wide.”
  This is also “an idiom, literally ‘to broaden the heart,’ that is, to make evident that one has affection for someone - ‘to show affection for, to open one’s heart to.’ ‘our heart is open.’”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The present state is Paul and others having a right lobe full of doctrine.


The active voice indicates that Paul and other communicators of doctrine have produced the action in the past with the result that it is occurring right now.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s heart being enlarged.

“Our heart is enlarged.”
2 Cor 6:11 corrected translation
“Our mouth is open to you [We are completely open and honest with you], Corinthians.  Our heart is enlarged.”

Explanation:
1.  “Our mouth is open to you [We are completely open and honest with you], Corinthians.”

a.  There is no transitional particle here, which indicates that the thought in verses 11-13 (which is all one thought) is not connected with the previous context.  It may be that Paul was interrupted while writing and simply picked up where he left off at a later time with a new thought.  However, whether or not this section is connected to the previous section is not terribly important.  What is important is what Paul has to say here.


b.  Paul makes a direct statement concerning himself and other men with communication spiritual gifts, who have worked in Corinth.


c.  These men have been completely open and honest with the Corinthians.  No one has tried to deceive them or use them for their own advantage.  Nothing has been hidden from the Corinthians.


d.  Eph 6:19, “also pray for me, that doctrine may be given to me when I open my mouth to communicate with confidence the mystery pertaining to the gospel.”


e.  The gospel has been clearly communicated to these believers.


f.  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age has been clearly communicated to these believers.


g.  Paul is answering one of the accusations of his critics that he has not been forthright and completely truthful with them.  Paul’s critics probably seized on his statement in 1 Cor 3:1-3a, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].   But even now, you are still not able.  For you are still carnal” and are using this statement to suggest that Paul has been less than open and honest with the Corinthians, not teaching them all that he knows.  In other words, Paul’s critics accuse Paul of holding out on the Corinthian church for some reason.


h.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  If there was one thing that Paul was, it was open and honest.  He never hid anything from any of them.  Paul taught the Corinthians everything he could, based on their positive volition and attitude toward doctrine.

2.  “Our heart is enlarged.”

a.  The heart is the area of thinking in the soul; the area where doctrinal thinking takes place.


b.  This is true of every New Testament passage on the heart:



(1)  Mt 5:28, “but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”



(2)  Mt 13:19, “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road.”



(3)  Mt 24:48, “But if that evil slave says in his heart, 'My master is not coming for a long time,’”



(4)  Mk 11:23, “Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.”



(5)  Lk 1:51, “He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.”



(6)  Lk 2:51, “And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and He continued in subjection to them; and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.”



(7)  Lk 9:47, “But Jesus, knowing what they were thinking in their heart, took a child and stood him by His side,”



(8)  Lk 12:45, “But if that slave says in his heart, 'My master will be a long time in coming,' and begins to beat the slaves, both men and women, and to eat and drink and get drunk;”



(9)  1 Cor 7:37, “But he who stands firm in his heart, being under no constraint, but has authority over his own will, and has decided this in his own heart, to keep his own virgin daughter, he will do well.”



(10)  2 Cor 9:7, “Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”



(11)  Eph 1:18, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,”



(12)  1 Jn 3:17, “But whoever has the world's goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?”


c.  This is conclusive evidence that the use of the word ‘heart’ in the New Testament does not refer to affections.


d.  Therefore, this phrase (Our heart is enlarged) cannot refer to Paul having great affections for the Corinthians.


e.  So what does ‘Our heart is enlarged’ mean?



(1)  Since the heart is the location of metabolized doctrine, Paul is saying that the right lobe of his soul is packed full of doctrine.



(2)  Paul is full of doctrine and is ready to teach the Corinthians everything they could possibly want to know about the spiritual life.



(3)  He has not been able to do so up to this point in time because they were not ready for advanced doctrine.  However, Paul is ready and willing as soon as the Corinthians are ready to learn.


f.  This meaning of the phrase also makes sense in the context of what Paul has said in the first half of the verse.  Paul has been open and honest with the Corinthians in the area of doctrine.  Now he is ready to teach them even more.  All he needs is for them to be ready to learn.  This only requires:



(1)  The filling of the Holy Spirit—they must be in fellowship with God.



(2)  They must have positive volition toward what is being taught.



(3)  They must respect his authority as an apostle.



(4)  They must have enforced and genuine humanity.



(5)  All of these things add up to the Corinthians having teachability—they must be ready and want to learn.
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