2 Corinthians 5:8




 - is the first person plural present active indicative from the verb THARREW, which means “to be confident, be courageous 2 Cor 5:6, 8.”


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur in every spiritual life in every generation of the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that positive believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that believers with doctrine in their souls are confident in the spiritual life.

“We are confident,”

- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, “resuming a discourse that has been interrupted as in Mt 3:4; Lk 4:1; Rom 5:8; 2 Cor 10:2”
, which is used in combination with the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “but also.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EUDOKEW, which, when used with the comparative adjective MALLON, means “more, rather” “we prefer rather.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur in the thinking of mature believers.


The active voice indicates that believers positive to doctrine produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb EKDĒMEW, which means “to be absent from a place where one rightfully or normally belongs - ‘to be absent, to be away from,’


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a whole our life on earth.


The active voice indicates that all positive believers produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive or infinitive of direct object of the verb.

This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “out of or away from the body.”

“but also we prefer rather to be absent from the body”

 - is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the aorist active infinitive from the verb ENDĒMEW, which is used figuratively and means “to be at home” in the sense that it was used in the Doric Greek “to live someplace.”

The aorist tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur in every spiritual life in every generation of the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that positive believers produce the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive or infinitive of direct object of the verb.

Finally, we have the preposition PROS plus the accusative masculine singular place from the article and noun KURIOS, meaning “at, near, by, or with the Lord.”  This can also be an accusative of relationship which indicates a friendly relationship with someone.  This could also be an adverbial accusative of reference, meaning we live “with reference to the Lord.”

“and to be at home with the Lord.”
2 Cor 5:8 corrected translation
“We are confident, but also we prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “We are confident,”

a.  Paul repeats his statement of verse 6.


b.  All the principles stated in verse 6 about confidence apply here.



(1)  We are supposed to be confident at all times.  Not sometimes, not occasionally, but at all times.




(a)  We are confident that God loves us.




(b)  We are confident that nothing can separate us from the love of God.




(c)  We are confident that God will provide for all our basic needs in life.




(d)  We are confident that we will live with God forever.




(e)  We are confident that we cannot lose our eternal life with God.




(f)  We are confident that God has a plan for our life.




(g)  We are confident that God will provide for us every thing necessary to execute that plan.




(h)  We are confident that dying will be a wonderful experience.




(i)  We are confident that God has rewards and decorations for those who execute His plan, both in time and in eternity.



(2)  We are confident in the grace of God as the manifestation of the love of God.



(3)  Confidence is based on knowledge.




(a)  We are confident in God because we have learned the word of God and have His doctrines circulating in our soul.




(b)  Ignorance is not bliss in the spiritual life.  Ignorance is fatal attraction to the lusts of the sin nature.




(c)  We cannot love what we do not know.  We cannot love God unless we know God.  In the same respect, we cannot be confident in what we do not know.  Therefore, we cannot be confident in God or His plan unless we know everything we possibly can about Him and His plan.




(d)  Confidence in our eternal life and resurrection body is based on having learned Bible doctrine from the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.

2.  “but also we prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.”

a.  We are confident in our eternal life and resurrection body, but we also would prefer to be rid of this human body with its sin nature.


b.  All believers who have learned about their salvation, their eternal life, their resurrection body, and their escrow blessings for eternity naturally prefer to go to heaven immediately.


c.  But God has a plan for our lives now on earth.  That is why He leaves us here after salvation.


d.  Mature believers very much want to get out of this body and get a new one without a sin nature.


e.  The lust pattern of the sin nature tortures and persecutes the soul of the positive believer.


f.  The sin nature makes war against the standards of doctrine in our soul.


g.  The sin nature does everything it can to compromise our love for God.


h.  This causes the believer to cry out in agony, Rom 7:24, “I am a miserable person!  Who will rescue me from the body of this death?”


i.  Therefore, the doctrinal believer wants to go home, where he can execute the will of God and love the Lord without inference or distraction from the sin nature.


j.  Being at home with the Lord means living in heaven with the Lord.  For most believers, this will have two phases:



(1)  Phase one is after death in an interim body until the exit resurrection of the Church.



(2)  Phase two is in resurrection body from the Rapture of the Church and forever more.


k.  When we get to heaven, we will finally feel at home for the first time.  We will know immediately that this is where we truly belong.
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