2 Corinthians 5:13




 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For” or “You see.”  Then we have the conditional particle EITE, which is normally found as a doublet, as it is here.  It means “if.”  With this we have the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EKISTĒMI, which in its intransitive use means “(a) to become separated from something, lose something (spiritual and mental balance); to lose one’s mind, be out of one’s senses  (as in they said, ‘He has lost his senses’ Mk 3:21.  This was said by all the friends of our Lord, at the beginning of His earthly ministry, when he called twelve men to Him as disciples.); (b) in our literature more frequently, in the sense to be amazed, be astonished, astounded of the feeling of astonishment mingled with fear, caused by events which are miraculous, extraordinary, or difficult to understand.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the action in its entirety, but places a slight emphasis on the conclusion or results of the completed action.


The active voice indicates that Paul and those on his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of advantage from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “for God’s advantage” or “for God’s benefit.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of EIMI, meaning “[it is].”

“For if we have been ‘out of our mind’, [it is] for God’s benefit.”

 - is the conditional doublet EITE, meaning “If” with the first person plural present active indicative from the verb SWPHRONEW, which means “to be of sound mind. (1) of mental health to be in one’s right mind; (2) to be reasonable, sensible, serious, keep one’s head.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul and those on his team produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit” or “for your advantage.”  The present active indicative of the verb EIMI is again implied by ellipsis.

“If we are reasonable, [it is] for your benefit.”
2 Cor 5:13 corrected translation
“For if we have been ‘out of our mind’, [it is] for God’s benefit.  If we are reasonable, [it is] for your benefit.”
Explanation:
1.  “For if we have been ‘out of our mind’, [it is] for God’s benefit.”

a.  Paul continues with an explanation of why he is not recommending or commending himself and those on his team to the Corinthians as he has been accused by his critics.


b.  The explanation has two opposite sides.  The first side is a statement made by Paul’s critics.  He takes their side of the argument and quotes them.


c.  The statement that Paul and those with him are “out of their mind” is the same criticism our Lord’s friends made of Him at the beginning of His public ministry.  Mk 3:20-21, “And He came home, and the crowd gathered again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal.  When His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, ‘He has lost His senses.’”


d.  Believers who really love God and act upon it are looked upon as crazy by the unbelievers of the world.


e.  So Paul assumes for the sake of argument that his critics are correct that he is out of his mind about Christ.


f.  Paul’s attitude is that if being out of one’s mind over Christ is what it takes to advance the plan of God, then so be it.


g.  In Paul’s thinking it is better to be out of one’s mind about the person of Christ, than to not care at all about Him.


h.  This principle is exactly what doctrinal believers are accused of today.  Those who love the teaching of the word of God are called “fanatics” by those who believe that ‘doctrine doesn’t work.’  Those who love doctrine are called ‘crazy’ by those who reject doctrine.


i.  But this craziness for doctrine is for the benefit and advantage of God because it advances the plan of God and glorifies Him.

2.  “If we are reasonable, [it is] for your benefit.”

a.  Then Paul looks at the other side of the coin, taking the position of Paul’s defenders.


b.  Paul’s defenders say that Paul is reasonable, prudent, wise, and doing the right thing by emphasizing doctrine.


c.  Paul takes their correct position and explains that it is for the benefit and advantage of the Corinthian believers.


d.  So Paul refutes his critics and supports his defenders at the same time.


e.  This supports Paul’s previous statement that his Corinthian supporters “might have [an opportunity] against those who take pride in the external and not in the heart.”


f.  Paul and those with him are more than reasonable in his teaching and love of God.


g.  His evangelization and teaching of the Corinthians has always been for their benefit and advantage.  Some in the congregation have not liked what he had to say, but he has been logical, honest, and straightforward with everyone in the congregation.


h.  Those in the Corinthian congregation that are positive to the teaching of doctrine will always be benefited by that doctrine.  That is part of God’s plan and certainly His will for the life of every Church Age believer.


i.  Loving God is always reasonable and always for the benefit of the believer.
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