2 Corinthians 5:11
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 - is the inferential conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and drawing a conclusion from what has just been said.  With this we have the nominative first person masculine plural perfect active participle from the verb OIDA, which means “to know understand, recognize, come to know, or experience.”
  Here it means to recognize or understand.


The nominative masculine plural refers to all Church Age believers.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a continuing present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that we produce the action.


The participle is causal participle.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PHOBOS, which means “fear; reverence, respect.”  The latter is its meaning here.  Then we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “for the Lord.”
“Therefore, because we understand respect for the Lord,”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “men, mankind.”  With this we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb PEITHW, which means “to appeal to.”

The present tense is a durative present for an action that has begun in the past and continues into the present.  This is also a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur by believers evangelizing others.


The active voice indicates that all believers of the Church Age are expected to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

“we appeal to men,”
- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but, however.”  With this we have the instrumental of agency from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “by God.”  The instrumental of agency is used to express personal agency rather than impersonal means when the verb is in the middle or passive voice.  Then we have the first person plural perfect passive indicative from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to cause something to be fully known by revealing clearly and in some detail”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect that conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The past action is the salvation of Church Age believer with the result that the Church Age believer is being introduced into human history.


The passive voice indicates that the Church Age believer receives the action being produced by God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“but we are being revealed by God.”
 - is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “In fact” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb ELPIZW, which means “to have confidence.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was then going on in Paul’s thinking.


The active voice indicates that Paul was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what Paul was thinking.

Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine plural article and noun SUNEIDĒSIS with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, which means “in your consciences.”  Finally, we have the perfect passive infinitive from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to make known, to be revealed.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect that conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The past action is the evangelization and doctrinal teaching of the church at Corinth with the result that the believers there recognize Paul’s love of God, respect for the Lord and mission to present the gospel.


The passive voice indicates that Paul has received the action of being revealed or made manifest to the consciences of the Corinthian believers.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the thought and action of the main verb.

“In fact I am also confident to be revealed in your consciences.”
2 Cor 5:11 corrected translation
“Therefore, because we understand respect for the Lord, we appeal to men, but we are being revealed by God.  In fact I am also confident to be revealed in your consciences.”
Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, because we understand respect for the Lord,”

a.  Paul comes to a conclusion based on being acceptable to the Lord and the requirement to appear before the judicial bench of Christ.


b.  God has certain standards that are expected of the believer in the spiritual life.  We are expected to learn about God, develop personal love for Him, and want to execute His will, plan, and purpose for our lives.


c.  These are the things that make us acceptable to the Lord.  These are the things for which we will be held accountable at the judicial bench of Christ.


d.  Therefore, we learn about these things and come to understand these things.  As we do so, we develop a respect for the Lord, which is a part of our love for the Lord.


e.  We do not love those we do not respect.  Respect is a prerequisite for love.  If a woman does not respect a man, she should never marry him.  If a man does not respect a woman, he is only using her.


f.  So through the teaching of the word of God, we come to learn about the Lord and learn to respect the Lord.


g.  Our respect for the Lord grows into love for the Lord as we continue to learn about Him and execute His will.


h.  The more we understand, respect, and love the Lord, the more we desire to make Him known to others.  Therefore, we appeal to men.

2.  “we appeal to men,”

a.  This is the natural result of developing personal love for the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  This is a reference to the evangelization of others as a part of our responsibility as ambassadors for Christ.


c.  Our appeal to men to believe in Christ in not an emotional appeal, but a presentation of the facts of the gospel and God’s offer of salvation to anyone who believes in Christ without depending on anything else for their salvation.


d.  This appeal is done by individual believers in private conversations with others they meet, or by those with the spiritual gift of evangelism, who witness to a group of people.


e.  Paul not only includes himself here, but all believers, since we all have the responsibility of ambassadorship.



(1)  Eph 6:20, “on behalf of which [gospel] I am an ambassador in chains, that in this [proclaiming the mystery doctrine], I might communicate with confidence as I ought to speak.”  There is a special need for those who communicate doctrine to do so with confidence.  That confidence cannot exist unless they are occupied with the person of Christ and have spiritual self-esteem, because they will be faced with constant negative volition from indifferent people.  But with spiritual self-esteem the communicator speaks with confidence no matter what the attitude of his listeners.



(2)  The royal ambassadorship is related to evangelism, 2 Cor 5:20, “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ as though God were making His appeal through us.  We invite you on behalf of Christ:  become reconciled to God.”  This is the function of every believer who witnesses and is the special function of the believer with the gift of evangelism.  We are to witness through verbal communication of the Gospel of the Word of God.  We are not to witness only through our lifestyle.  That's cowardice.



(3)  The royal ambassadorship mandates the function of spiritual self‑esteem and impersonal love, Philemon 9, “Yet for love's sake, I rather appeal to you, since I am such a person as Paul, the ambassador, and now a prisoner of Jesus Christ.”  While personal love for God is the function of our royal priesthood, spiritual self-esteem and impersonal love for man are the function of our ambassadorship.  Everything the believer does in life becomes a part of his modus operandi as a royal ambassador.  Every believer, therefore, makes a pulpit out of his circumstances in every area of life.  Your ambassadorship is basically made up of two factors:  how you live, and what you say as a result of what you think.  In private, you function under your priesthood; in public, you function under your ambassadorship.



(4)  The Church Age believer is not only an ambassador to human creatures but to angels as well.  You are a royal ambassador being watched right now.  Fallen angels are organized to resist and oppose your ambassadorship and your growth in grace, Job 1:6, 2:1‑3; Eph 6:12.  The fact that angels are watching you as an ambassador is found in 1 Cor 4:9.  “For I think God has exhibited us apostles last of all as men condemned to death [last ones into the Coliseum], for we have become an amphitheater to the world, both to angels and to men.”  Eph 3:10, “In order that the manifold wisdom of God might be made known through the church to rulers and authorities in the heavenlies [angels].”  1 Tim 5:21, “I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His elect angels to maintain these doctrines without bias; do nothing on the basis of partisan strife.”  1 Pet 1:12, “things into which angels are watching intently.”


(5)  While the priesthood of the believer emphasizes the daily function of GAP and advance to spiritual maturity, the ambassadorship of the believer emphasizes the production of the Christian way of life.  Each has a different source.  As you learn to distinguish between your priesthood and ambassadorship, you will learn to distinguish between the functions of each.  The priesthood is the means by which you advance; the ambassadorship is for the purpose of production.



(6)  This ambassador service can be a function of one's spiritual gift or obedience to a command of the service‑function as taught in the Word.



(7)  Since maximum production involves spiritual maturity, it is obvious that the attainment of spiritual maturity results in maximum effectiveness in the area of your royal ambassadorship.



(8)  The filling of the Spirit is an absolute necessity in the function of the ambassador.



(9)  Any Christian service or works apart from the filling of the Spirit is human good, the enemy of the royal ambassador.



(10)  Everything the believer does in life becomes a part of his ambassadorship, for in effect the believer makes a pulpit out of his circumstances.  Every believer is in full‑time service; this is a decision God made, not one that you make.



(11)  Therefore, believers as ambassadors are the personal representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Every believer is in the plan of God and lives his life under the principle of full-time Christian service.  The vocation of every believer is representing Christ as a royal ambassador.  The avocation of every believer is making a living.



(12)  Paul was as much an ambassador in prison as when he was a traveling missionary.  You always represent Christ.

3.  “but we are being revealed by God.”

a.  In contrast to the believer revealing Jesus Christ to the unbeliever, God is revealing the believer to the world.


b.  What we have here is a reciprocal revelation.  On the one hand we reveal Jesus Christ to the world, and on the other hand Jesus Christ reveals those who believe in Him to the world.


c.  Our revelation to the world is a process that began on the day of Pentecost and continues throughout the Church Age.


d.  But the greatest revelation of the Church or royal family of God will be at the second Advent, when our Lord will be revealed in all His glory along with His glorious bride—us.

4.  “In fact I am also confident to be revealed in your consciences.”

a.  Paul adds one additional thought to bring his thoughts back to the Corinthians personally.


b.  Paul is confident that he himself is being revealed by the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to the consciences of the Corinthian believers.


c.  The Corinthians had changed their standard regarding Paul.  They stopped valuing him as an apostle and pastor as they once did.  They had changed their conscience regarding him.


d.  So Paul needed to be reestablished in their norms and standards as a valuable asset from God.


e.  Paul wasn’t going to do this by throwing his apostolic weight around.  The only way he could do it would be by teaching doctrine.  And that is exactly what he figured out and did.


f.  The mystery doctrines of the Church Age, as revealed to Paul by God the Holy Spirit, now had to be revealed to the Corinthians.  Paul was the agent in this revelation.


g.  Therefore, through his teaching, Paul was being revealed to the conscience of the Corinthian believers.


h.  So just as Paul knew and was confident that Jesus Christ was being revealed and that He would reveal the Church, so also Paul as the apostle to the Gentiles would once again be revealed to the Corinthians, so that they might once again value his doctrinal teaching.
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