2 Corinthians 4:17




 - is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “For example; For instance.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and adjective ELAPHROS, which is used as a substantive and means “light in weight” but is used figuratively meaning “easy to bear, insignificant.”
  With this we have the adverb of time PARAUTIKA, which is used with the article as an adjective, and means “on the spot, immediately, for the present, momentary.”
  It is used “pertaining to a relatively short period of time, with emphasis upon the temporary nature of the event or state - ‘not long, temporary, for a little while, for a while.’”
  “Temporary” is an excellent contemporary translation.  Then we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun THLIPSIS, meaning “of affliction” with the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our.”
“For instance, the temporary insignificance of our affliction”
 - is the preposition KATA plus the accusative of measure from the feminine singular noun HUPERBOLĒ to indicate how far the action of the verb extends, meaning: “beyond measure, beyond comparison, to an extraordinary degree, utterly.”
  This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the feminine singular noun HUPERBOLĒ (which in a play on words with the preceding KATH’ HUPERBOLĒ), meaning essentially the same thing: to excess, beyond all measure and proportion.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal” and the noun BAROS, meaning “burden, weight, or fullness.”  This is followed by the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun DOXA, meaning “of glory.”
“an eternal fullness of glory beyond all measure and proportion”
 - is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KATEGRAZOMAI, which means “to bring about, produce, or create.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and will continue throughout the Church Age.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning; the momentary insignificance of our affliction produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative of advantage from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “for our benefit” or “for our advantage.”
“is producing for our benefit”
2 Cor 4:17 corrected translation
“For instance, the temporary insignificance of our affliction is producing for our benefit an eternal fullness of glory beyond all measure and proportion,”
Explanation:
1.  “For instance, the temporary insignificance of our affliction”

a.  Paul gives us an explanation of why we do not despair by way of an example.


b.  His example is the undeserved suffering we endure in our spiritual advance.


c.  All of us have suffering.  Most of it is deserved because of the sins we commit, the bad decisions we make, and the wrong priorities we have.


d.  But some of the suffering we receive is undeserved because we are Christians advancing spiritually in Satan’s kingdom, and he just can’t stand to see us prosper spiritually.


e.  Therefore, affliction, problems, trouble, disaster, and suffering happens sometimes for no apparent reason, in order to test us in our spiritual life and spiritual advance.


f.  Our afflictions are called temporary here by Paul because all affliction ends at the moment of death.


g.  The suffering we endure in our short lives is insignificant compared to the eternal fullness of blessing we will have in heaven.


h.  Not only is undeserved suffering insignificant suffering, but it is easy to bear.  This is the meaning of the word ELAPHROS.



(1)  Divine discipline is difficult to bear.



(2)  Bad decisions from a position of weakness (sinfulness, human good, and evil) are difficult to bear.



(3)  But most undeserved suffering is easy to bear, because we have the problem-solving devices, which make them easy to bear.



(4)  The problem-solving devices turn significant suffering into insignificant suffering.



(5)  For example, the death of a loved one becomes insignificant suffering, if the believer is a mature believer occupied with Christ and using the happiness of God as a problem-solving device.


i.  The temporary nature of our suffering is seen in the following passages:



(1)  Ps 30:5, “For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for a lifetime; Weeping may last for the night, But a shout of joy comes in the morning.”


(2)  Ps 126:5, “Those who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting.”


(3)  Jam 5:10-11, “As an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  We count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord’s dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.”

j.  The fact we will receive undeserved suffering is mentioned in 1 Thes 3:2-4, “and so we sent Timothy, our brother and co-worker of God, to strengthen you and to encourage [you] concerning your doctrine, so that no one might be disturbed by these afflictions.  For you yourselves know that for this purpose we are destined.  For in fact, when we were with you, we kept telling you in advance for your own benefit, ‘We are destined to be persecuted,’ just as it both happened and you are well aware.”
2.  “is producing for our benefit an eternal fullness of glory beyond all measure and proportion,”

a.  There is a parallel passage in Rom 8:18, “For I conclude that the sufferings of the present period of time are not comparable to the glory which is destined to be revealed in us.”

b.  Undeserved suffering is a benefit to us.  This was true in Paul’s day and is true now.


c.  Undeserved suffering is for our benefit.  God has designed suffering for blessing to bless us.


d.  God has a very specific system by which we are blessed through undeserved suffering.  This system requires that we do a right thing in a right way.  The right thing is to apply the doctrine we have learned.  The right way is by using the problem-solving devices under the filling of the Spirit.


e.  Passing undeserved suffering glorifies God to the maximum.  For this we will receive eternal rewards “beyond all measure and proportion.”


(1)  There is no stronger statement in Scripture concerning blessing for the mature believer.



(2)  The invisible hero of the Church Age (that is, the mature believer) receives rewards and blessings that are so fantastic that Paul could only describe them as beyond all measure and proportion.



(3)  The eternal rewards of the mature believer cannot be measured by anything because they go on forever.  Eternity cannot be measured.



(4)  The eternal rewards of the mature believer are beyond all proportion.  Eternal rewards are infinite in their magnitude and ability to cause happiness.  Infinity cannot be measured.



(5)  Compared to the sufferings in time, eternal rewards are beyond all comparison, beyond all measurement, beyond our comprehension, and beyond the ability of human language to describe.


f.  The undeserved suffering of the mature believer produces the fullness of the glorification of God.



(1)  God is glorified by many things, but the thing that glorifies Him the most is the mature believer’s use of God’s problem-solving system.



(2)  At the top of the list is the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who set the example for how to use God’s problem-solving system of the filling of the Spirit plus Bible doctrine circulating in our thoughts, motivated by reciprocal love for God to handle undeserved suffering.



(3)  When we apply doctrine, remain filled with the Spirit, and continue to be motivated by personal love for God while suffering undeservedly, God is glorified to the maximum.



(4)  The fullness of the glorification of God requires that you receive undeserved suffering as a part of God’s plan.



(5)  This undeserved suffering is momentary, temporary, and easy to bear.



(6)  The result is eternal glorification of God and the full glorification of God.



(7)  Therefore, God matches His eternal glorification with eternal rewards and blessing for the believer.


g.  These eternal rewards and blessings are held in escrow by God for us in heaven, and will be given to us at the evaluation throne of Christ.

3.  The Order of the Morning Star is “an eternal fullness of glory beyond all measure and proportion for our benefit.”

a.  This is the highest decoration awarded to any Church Age believer.  Rev 2:26. “Furthermore, the winner, even he who keeps My assignments [fulfillment of the protocol plan of God] until the end [of his life], to him I will give authority over the nations.”  Rev 2:28, “Furthermore I will give to him the order of the Morning Star.”

b.  This award is part of a new and eternal order of chivalry, and will be worn by invisible heroes for their ultimate in advance in the spiritual life.  It is for maintenance of spiritual maturity in what may be classified as ultrasupergrace status.  Receiving this reward is the highest manifestation of glorifying the Lord Jesus Christ in the Church Age.


c.  With this decoration all winners will wear a special uniform of glory mentioned in Rev 3:4.


d.  This mature believer will be a king over a Gentile nation during the Millennium.


e.  The “Bright Morning Star” is part of our Lord’s third royal title and is mentioned specifically in Rev 22:16 and 2 Pet 1:19.



(1)  This title was given to our Lord at His ascension and session, and is related to both the strategic and tactical victory of the angelic conflict.  Rev 22:16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to declare these things to you for the churches; I am the root [Jesus Christ as eternal God], and the descendent of David [Jesus Christ in Hypostatic Union], the bright morning star [His title for the first and Second Advents].”


(2)  In Num 24:17, this title is related to our Lord’s strategic victory.  “I see Him, but not now, I behold Him, but not near.  Behold, a star [Christ as the morning star] shall come forth from Jacob [First Advent], and a scepter shall rise from Israel [Second Advent].”


(3)  Mt 2:2 is a reference to the morning star related to the First Advent.



(4)  Bible doctrine is related to Christ as the morning star in 2 Pet 1:19, “keep on having a more reliable prophetic doctrine, with reference to which doctrine you perform honorably by habitually concentrating in your right lobes on a lamp shining in a dark place until the day dawns, until the Morning Star comes [second Advent].”

f.  The order of the morning star is named after our Lord’s royal title and is given to believers for their historical impact in the Church Age.  It authorizes the recipient to reign with Christ in the Millennium and hold the highest privileges for all eternity.  Such a believer can eat from the tree of life in the paradise of God, located in the New Jerusalem.


g.  There are certain privileges that accompany the order of the morning star.



(1)  The uniform of honor, being invisible and worn in the soul, is exchanged at the judgment seat of Christ for the uniform of glory.  It was first modeled by Jesus Christ on the Mount of Transfiguration.  Mt 17:1-13, “and His clothes became white as light.”  The uniform of glory is a monument to right decisions.  The uniform of glory is given as a translucent light which covers the resurrection body.  Rev 3:4‑5, “in fact they will walk with Me in whites.”  The uniform of glory distinguishes the winner believer from the loser believer.



(2)  The Order of the Morning Star includes presentation in the court of heaven during the Tribulation.  Only those on the honors list are presented to God the Father.  The honors list is made up of those believers who make Bible doctrine their highest priority daily.  Rev 3:5, “Thus the winner shall be clothed in white garments and I will never blot out his title [the winner is knighted at the judgment seat of Christ] out of the book of life.  In fact, I will acknowledge his title in the presence of My Father and before His angels [a formal presentation].”


(3)  A new knighthood and eternal order of chivalry belongs to the believer winning this award, Rev 2:17 cf. Col 3:4.  A new order of chivalry includes a new title after your name in the Lamb’s Book of Life.  The new knighthood is given to the winner.  Rev 2:17, “To the winner, I will give him blessing [escrow blessings] from the hidden manna [Bible doctrine in the soul]; also I will give him a white pebble [the resurrection body, God’s final vote of justification--they voted with colored pebbles in the ancient world] and on that white pebble has been inscribed a new title [your royal patent in the eternal heraldry] which no one knows [you are an anonymous hero during the Church Age] except the one who receives it.”


(4)  The winner will rule with Christ during the Millennium.  There are six different approaches with regard to ruling with Christ.




(a)  The a fortiori approach is found in Rom 5:17, “For if by the transgression of one, spiritual death ruled by that one, much more, they who receive in life this surplus from grace [escrow blessing] and the gift of righteousness, much more, they shall rule through that One, Jesus Christ.”



(b)  The sarcastic approach is found in 1 Cor 4:8, “You are already filled [with private sins]; you have already become rich [but not from escrow blessing]; you have become kings without us.  How I wish you really had become kings, so that we might also rule with you.”



(c)  The eternal security approach is taught in 2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure [perpetuation of the execution of the spiritual life], we shall also rule...”



(d)  The parable approach is found in Lk 19:12-27, especially verses 17 and 19.  To “take charge over ten cities” means rulership.




(e)  The direct approach is taught in Rev 3:21, “The winner, I will give to him the reward of sitting with Me on my throne, as I have won and sat down with My Father on His throne.”  Rev 20:4, “And they ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”



(f)  The Morning Star approach is found in Rev 2:26‑28.



(5)  Your name is recorded in the permanent historical record section of the heavenly Temple because of your invisible impact on history during the Church Age, Rev 3:12a.




(a)  The impact of the winner is anonymous as far as the record of history is concerned, but not as far as God is concerned.




(b)  The mature believer’s historical record will be recorded forever in the heavenly temple.  Each pillar will have the record of his life as a winner.




(c)  Rev 3:12, “The winner, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God.”  The temple of God is the eternal record center in the future.  “Furthermore, he will never again [go outside] vanish from history.  Also, I will emblazon on him the title of My God, and the name of the city of My God, [this will be his pass to enter the eternal city, the New Jerusalem, a satellite city suspended above the earth in the atmosphere or in space] the new Jerusalem, which shall descend from heaven from My God; also My new title [King of kings, Lord of lords, Bright Morning Star].”



(d)  As an example, the temple at Ephesus had the great deeds of people inscribed on the pillars.  So this temple of God will be the historical textbook of the true heroes of history.  The mature believer has the true impact on history.




(e)  In Gal 2:9 the mature believer is currently called a pillar of the church.



(6)  You are the recipient of a coat of arms of glory, Rev 3:12b.


(7)  The winner has membership in the Paradise Club forever.  Membership includes three special privileges: the privilege related to the tree of life, the privilege related to the gazebo in the garden, and the privilege related to access to the paradise of God itself.  You are a member of a special club with special parties to which only you are invited.  Rev 2:7, 14, “...To the winner, I will give to him the privilege of eating from the tree of life which is in the paradise of God.”  “Blessed are they [winners] who have washed their robes [rebound], that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city [the New Jerusalem].”  The tree of life is the ultimate in eternal reward and blessing.
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