2 Corinthians 4:15




- is the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive, and meaning “all things.”  This is a technical theological phrase for God’s plan for the Church Age believer.  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the accusative of relationship from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, “to express the idea of advantage, benefit, favorable disposition, support, or friendly relationship, meaning ‘for your benefit, for your sakes’.”  The absence of a verb indicates the dramatic point being made by Paul.  Ellipsis suggests the present active indicative of EIMI, meaning “[are].”
“For all things [are] for your benefit,”

- is the conjunction HINA, which is used to introduce a purpose clause, and should be translated, “in order that.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “the grace.”  Then we have the nominative feminine singular aorist active participle from the verb PLEONAZW, which means “to be or become more, be or become great, be present in abundance, grow, increase in number, multiply.”


The aorist tense is constative aorist, which looks at the action as a whole without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that grace produces the action of being present in abundance.


The participle is circumstantial.  It is translated, “which is present in abundance.”

Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of cause from the masculine plural article and adjective POLUS, used as a substantive and meaning “because of the many or majority.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun EUCHARISTIA, which means “the gratitude, thanksgiving.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb PERISSEUW, which means “to cause to abound, make extremely rich.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the Church Age into an entire whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that grace produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form a purpose clause.

“in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound”

 - is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of result from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA with the descriptive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “resulting in the glory of God.”

“resulting in the glory of God.”
2 Cor 4:15 corrected translation
“For all things [are] for your benefit, in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound resulting in the glory of God.”

Explanation:
1.  “For all things [are] for your benefit,”

a.  Paul now gives a general explanation based on everything he has said up to this point in the chapter.


b.  “All things” is almost a technical phrase as used by Paul for the protocol plan of God for the Church Age believer.  The article points to this adjective as a definite thing.  We could even translate this as “the all things.”  In an expanded translation, this would be translated as “the all things of the plan of God.”


c.  Everything in God’s plan for us is for our sakes, for our benefit, and in our best interest.


d.  Certainly blessing is in our best interest, but so is divine discipline.  Nothing happens in our lives that is not a part of the plan of God.


e.  God knows every detail of every aspect of our life.  He has forgotten nothing and has ignored nothing.


f.  God knows exactly where we are, why we are there, what He needs us to do, and how long He expects us to do it.


g.  God has provided everything imaginable for us to accomplish His will and glorify Him as a part of His plan.


h.  The first requirement for us is to learn His will.  The second requirement is to obey His will.


i.  We cannot obey the will of God and not be blessed by God.  His justice will not stand for it.

2.  “in order that the grace which is present in abundance because of the many might cause gratitude to abound”

a.  All things of the plan of God are for our benefit in order that the grace of God might cause believers to have greater gratitude toward God.


b.  God does everything for us for a purpose.  His purpose is clear and simple.  He wants His grace to function toward us.  The function of His grace should result in gratitude in us.


c.  Grace is present in abundance in every generation of the Church Age.



(1)  We all have been saved by grace.



(2)  We all live by grace.



(3)  We all have logistical grace support.



(4)  We all have a spiritual life that demands grace orientation.



(5)  For those who execute that spiritual life, they have dying grace.


d.  The spiritual life of the believer is all about grace.  Every facet of his/her spiritual life is filled with grace.  The Church Age is the dispensation of the grace of God.


e.  Why is there so much grace in abundance?  There is so much grace in abundance because of the many.  The many is a technical phrase for all those in the Church Age who have believed in Christ.



(1)  Rom 5:15, “But not as that transgression [Adam's original sin] so also is that gracious gift [work of Christ].  For if by the transgression of that one [Adam] the many died [spiritual death] and they did, much more the grace of God even the gift of grace by the one Man, Jesus Christ, Who has provided super abundance for the many.”



(2)  Rom 5:19, “For as through one man's disobedience [Adam's] the many were appointed sinful [the old sin nature ruling the life through spiritual death], so also one Man's obedience the many shall be appointed righteous [imputation of righteousness and justification at salvation].”



(3)  Rom 12:5, “so we, the many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts one of another.”



(4)  1 Cor 10:17, “Because there is one bread, the many are one body; for we all share from one bread.”



(5)  1 Cor 10:33, “just as I also strive to please everyone in all respects, not seeking my own benefit, but the benefit of the many, in order that they may be saved.”


f.  One of the main purposes in the angelic conflict is for the royal family of God to have gratitude to God for all He has done for us.

3.  “resulting in the glory of God.”


a.  Gratitude toward God results in the glory of God.  If you want to glorify God, then have gratitude toward God.


b.  Gratitude toward God is thanksgiving toward God.  Being thankful to God is the same thing as having gratitude toward God.


c.  As we grow up spiritually and understand more of all that God has done for us, we increase in our gratitude and thanksgiving toward God.


d.  This results in the greater glorification of God, and the increase of testimony by members of the royal family of God against Satan in his appeal trial.


e.  Therefore, the formula presented by Paul here is: grace causes gratitude, which results in glorification of God.


f.  God is gracious to us; we appreciate it; God is glorified.
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