2 Corinthians 4:1




- is the preposition DIA plus the accusative neuter singular of cause from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the nominative masculine first person plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”


The first person plural refers to all communicators of the word of God.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates all communicators of doctrine produce the action of having a ministry, service, or office to communicate the word of God.


The participle is a causal participle, which indicates the ground or reason for the action of the main verb and can be translated, “because or since we have.”

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DIAKONIA, which means “ministry or service or office” plus the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”

“For this reason, because we keep on having this ministry,”

- is the conjunction KATHWS, which can be used “in a causal sense, especially as a conjunction beginning a sentence, meaning since, in so far as (as in: Jn 17:2; Rom 1:28; 1 Cor 1:6; 5:7; Eph 1:4; 4:32; Phil 1:7)”
 plus the first person plural aorist passive indicative from the verb ELEEW, which means “to find or be shown mercy; receive as a gracious gift, be favored with.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states as a fact the reception of the various spiritual communication gifts at the point of salvation without reference to their progress.


The passive voice indicates that Paul and other communicators have received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“since we received a gracious gift,”

 - is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EGKAKEW, which means “lose heart, despair.”


The first person plural refers to those with spiritual communication gifts.


The present tense is a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur among men with these spiritual gifts.


The active voice indicates that Paul and others with the gift of evangelist and pastor-teacher produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what was expected to occur throughout the Church Age.

“we do not despair.”

2 Cor 4:1 corrected translation
“For this reason, because we keep on having this ministry, since we received a gracious gift, we do not despair.”

Explanation:
1.  “For this reason, because we keep on having this ministry,”

a.  First we must identify what “this ministry” is.



(1)  Going back to verse 9 of the previous chapter we have this ministry mentioned,  “Because if the ministry of condemnation has glory, and it does, to a much greater degree the ministry of righteousness greatly surpasses in the sphere of glory.”



(2)  The ministry of righteousness is the ministry of God the Holy Spirit making every person who believes in Christ righteous in God’s eyes.




(a)  At the moment of the new birth or regeneration, God the Holy Spirit creates a human spirit and imputes God’s very own righteousness to that human spirit.




(b)  The imputation of divine righteousness to the divinely created human spirit is called regeneration.




(c)  This ministry of righteousness occurs to every person who believes in Christ.


b.  Notice that Paul states that we have this ministry.  This is really God the Holy Spirit’s ministry, so in what way do we have this ministry as well?


c.  Paul is clarifying what he has already said in 2 Cor 3:2-3, 6, “You keep on being our letter, …having become well known that you are a letter of Christ, having been carried and delivered by us, having been written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, …who [God the Holy Spirit] also has qualified and empowered us as servants of the new covenant, not from the source of a written document but from the source of the Spirit.”


d.  We share in God the Holy Spirit’s ministry of righteousness by presenting the gospel to others.


e.  We are the agents of the Spirit, just as the Spirit is the agent of Jesus Christ to bring the gospel to unbelievers that they might have the righteousness of God.


f.  So Paul’s conclusion is that we do not despair because we keep on having a ministry of bringing the righteousness of God to the unbeliever.

2.  “since we received a gracious gift,”

a.  The gracious gift was the share in the Holy Spirit’s ministry of righteousness given to all believers at salvation.


b.  This gracious gift is also very personal to those who are communicators of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ; for every apostle and pastor must do the work of an evangelist and present the gospel to those who come to hear them teach the word of God.


c.  Being allowed and able to present the gospel of Christ is a gracious gift from God to us; for every time we present the gospel, the righteousness of God demands blessing for us from the justice of God.


d.  So Paul’s conclusion is that since we have this gracious gift of being able to share in the Holy Spirit’s ministry of righteousness, we do not become discouraged by the circumstances of life.

3.  “we do not despair.”

a.  Despair is the same thing as becoming discouraged.


b.  Being discouraged is a sin of self-pity.


c.  Being discouraged is a sin of pre-occupation with self.


d.  The believer has no right to despair, discouragement, or self-pity.


e.  How can we be discouraged, when we are in union with Christ?


f.  How can we justify despair, when we will live with God forever?


g.  How can we lose heart, when God has a perfect plan for our life?


h.  Paul is telling the Corinthians that he may have become discouraged by the pressure he was under combined with the reaction of the Corinthians to his letters.  However, he rebounded and kept moving.  The despair and discouragement did not last.


i.  Paul remembered what God had done for him in the first place.



(1)  God the Holy Spirit made Paul an apostle.



(2)  God the Holy Spirit sent Paul to the Corinthians.



(3)  God the Holy Spirit gave Paul an extremely successful ministry in Corinth for eighteen months.



(4)  God the Holy Spirit allowed Paul to write Scripture, which included the first epistle to the Corinthians, to which they reacted.



(5)  God the Holy Spirit allowed Paul to continue his ministry as an apostle and continue to attempt to help the Corinthians understand the word of God.


j.  Having remembered that he is an apostle and has a ministry of bringing the gospel to the Corinthians, Paul realized he had nothing for which he needed to be discouraged.


k.  The victory belongs to God the Father, and He has given us the victory in Christ Jesus.  We cannot be discouraged knowing we are already on the winning team.

4.  The Psalm of Despair, Ps 42.
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