2 Corinthians 11:6



 - is the postpositive continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now” with the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” plus the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even.”  Together they are translated “Now even if.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun IDIWTĒS, which means “an amateur, untrained, unskilled.”  This is followed by the locative of sphere from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, which means “in speaking.”  This predicate nominative implies the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “I am.”

“Now even if [I am] unskilled in speaking,”

 - is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” with the strong negative OU, meaning “not” and the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun GNWSIS, meaning “knowledge, understanding.”  Here it refers to the academic understanding of the word of God, or the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.  Paul calls it GNWSIS rather than EPIGNWSIS, because the negative believers have only heard the doctrine, but have not believed it.  They have not metabolized or accepted what has been taught.

“but not in knowledge,”

 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “certainly, indeed, in fact” as in 1 Cor 4:3; 2 Cor 1:13; 3:15 to name a few other places.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular adjective PAS, used as a substantive, meaning “in every way.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine first person plural aorist active participle from the verb PHANEROW, which means “to make known, to reveal, to disclose, to make plain.”


The first person plural nominative masculine refers to Paul, Titus, Apollos, and Timothy, as well as the pastor of the church, Sosthenes.


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which indicates that this teaching has continued in the past, is currently going on, and is gathered into a single whole to regard it from the standpoint of its results—the mystery doctrines of the Church have been revealed and made plain to the Corinthians.


The active voice indicates that the communicators of doctrine have produced the action of teaching and making plain or revealing the word of God.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “in all things.”  Finally, we have the preposition EIS plus the accusative of direction of address from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”

“certainly in every way we have made [this knowledge] plain to you in all things.”
2 Cor 11:6 corrected translation
“Now even if [I am] unskilled in speaking, but not in knowledge, certainly in every way we have made [this knowledge] plain to you in all things.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now even if [I am] unskilled in speaking,”

a.  Paul picks up his thought from verse one and continues on.  In verse one he asked the Corinthians to put up with him in his continuation on the subject of authority orientation.  To the Greeks, especially his critics, this constant repetition on the same theme was poor speaking ability.


b.  Paul was not unskilled in speaking compared to most of the people in the world, but he was in the eyes of the Greeks, who were highly trained as orators.


c.  Paul was brought up in the Hellenistic world and in the Jewish world.  He never had a fear problem in speaking before a group of people.  This was partly because he was such an expert in both the Mosaic Law and in Church Age doctrine.


d.  So what Paul is doing here is taking the position of his critics as his premise.  He is making a concession to them by agreeing with their criticism that maybe he isn’t the greatest of public speakers.


e.  When people are negative to the teaching of the pastor, they always attack something about his person, such as the manner in which he speaks.


f.  Negative volition always finds something about which to criticize.


g.  Positive volition only cares about the content of what is taught, not the way in which it is taught.


h.  1 Cor 1:17, “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to proclaim the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, in order that the cross of Christ might not be rendered void.”

2.  “but not in knowledge,”

a.  Paul may have not been the greatest public speaker in the world, but he was the greatest intellect in the world.


b.  Paul knew all the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.


c.  God the Holy Spirit revealed more to Paul than Paul was ever allowed to share with other believers.  2 Cor 12:7, “Because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to torment me to keep me from exalting myself!”


d.  The fact that Paul had a tremendous technical knowledge about the mystery doctrines of the Church Age is also mentioned by him in Eph 3:4, “by which mystery doctrine, as a result of the public reading of this epistle, you ought to be able to understand my technical knowledge about the mystery of the Christ [baptism of the Holy Spirit].”


e.  So Paul concedes to his critics that he is not the greatest of Greek public speakers, but he does not concede the fact that he knows more about the spiritual life of the Church than any other believer: whether apostle, evangelist, missionary, pastor-teacher, or common believer.


f.  Paul was the greatest master of the understanding of God’s word.  What he lacked in public speaking ability he more than made up for in his knowledge of the word and will of God.  This is an important point that all pastors should keep in mind.  It is not the manner in which you say it, but the accuracy and content of your message that makes all the difference.

3.  “certainly in every way we have made [this knowledge] plain to you in all things.”

a.  Paul continues with what he will not concede to his critics.  He and the others he has sent have taught the Corinthians in every possible way everything they could possibly need to know to advance to spiritual maturity and live the spiritual life God designed for them.


b.  Granted, Paul could not teach them many advanced doctrines because they were still thinking and acting like children in the spiritual life and were not ready for junior high, high school, college, or an advanced degree.


c.  But he and the others had taught them more than enough to reach spiritual maturity many times over.


d.  The Corinthians were not neglected when it came to doctrinal teaching.  They just were not ready to accept some of the more advanced concepts of the spiritual life, such as occupation with Christ, sharing the happiness of God, suffering for blessing, evidence testing, and many other things.


e.  They had a variety of men who taught them, including one of the best public speakers of the time—Apollos.  But their antagonism toward him drove him away and he was not yet willing to even return to them.


f.  They were taught with face-to-face teaching and with non-face-to-face teaching by letters.  Neither method made any difference to those who were negative to what was taught.


g.  Negative volition is always negative regardless of who teaches, what is taught, or how it is taught.  Negative volition just looks for excuses to justify its negativity.


h.  Positive volition just wants accurate teaching.  It doesn’t care who teaches it or how it is taught.


i.  So Paul’s critics were without excuse.  They had the great public speakers and average public speakers.  They had the full scope of Church Age doctrine.  They had plenty of repetition.  They had face-to-face and non-face-to-face teaching.  They had everything any believer could ask for, and yet they still rejected the authority of the word of God.


j.  Therefore it didn’t really matter if Paul wasn’t a great public speaker; they still had the doctrine to grow up spiritually.  They were without excuse.  If you are hearing or reading this, so are you.
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