2 Corinthians 11:31



- is the nominative masculine singular subject from the article and noun THEOS, meaning “The God” plus the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” and the nominative masculine singular subject from the noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  With this we have the genitive of relationship from the masculine singular article and proper nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of the Lord Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “knows.”


The perfect tense is an intensive or gnomic perfect, which emphasizes the fact that a thing is because it always has been and always will be.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of being omniscient.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“The God, even the Father of the Lord Jesus, knows,”

 - is the appositional nominative from the masculine singular article, the adjective EULOGĒTOS, meaning “praised” (Rom 1:25; 9:5; 2 Cor  1:3; Eph 1:3; 1 Pet 1:3) and the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: being.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past and continues into the present.  This is also a gnomic present for a widespread practice and a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God the Father receives the action of being praised.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure (extent of time) from the masculine plural article and noun AIWN, which means “for the ages, eternity” and is an idiom, which means “forever.”

“the One being praised forever,”

 - is the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of sense or mental action to indicate the content of that action.  It is translated “that.”  With this we have the negative OU, meaning “absolutely not” plus the first person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb PSEUDOMAI, which means “to lie.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action that began in the past (when Paul became a Christian) and continues into the present.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“that I am not lying.”
2 Cor 11:31 corrected translation
“The God, even the Father of the Lord Jesus, the One being praised forever, knows that I am not lying.”

Explanation:

1.  “The God, even the Father of the Lord Jesus, knows,”

a.  The subject of this sentence is God the Father.


b.  God the Father knows perfectly everything there is to know about Paul.  God has and always will know everything about Paul.


c.  Why does Paul add the phrase, “the Father of the Lord Jesus”?  He does this to indicate the principle of authority orientation.


d.  The problem with the false teachers in Corinth was rejection of God’s authority and rejection of God’s delegated authority to His human representatives—the apostles.


e.  Paul makes a point out of the fact that the humanity of our Lord, “Jesus,” subordinated himself to the authority of God the Father.


f.  In like manner, Paul has subordinated himself to the authority of his “Lord.”  This is a subtle hint to the Corinthians that they should do likewise and not think or act like Paul’s critics.


g.  This also emphasizes the fact that what the Corinthians know to be true or think is true really doesn’t matter.  All that really matters is what God knows and thinks.


h.  Paul isn’t really interested in what his critics or the Corinthians think of him.  He only cares about what God thinks of him.


i.  Paul knows that God has always known all about his life and what he has gone through to bring the gospel to the Gentiles.  Regardless of how his critics malign his ministry or service to the Lord Jesus, Paul knows that God the Father has all the facts and will deal with both him and his critics fairly and righteously.

2.  “the One being praised forever,”

a.  This is a reference to God the Father.  The article HO points back to the previous article HO and identifies this person with the subject.


b.  This title is used of God the Father in:



(1)  Eph 1:3, “Worthy of praise and glorification is the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ.”



(2)  1 Pet 1:3, “Worthy of praise is God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who because of His great mercy [compassion] caused us to be born again to a living confidence through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”


c.  God the Father has been, is, and will be praised forever because of His plan.



(1)  The elect angels have been praising God since their creation for His plan, which included their creation.



(2)  Believers in the Lord Jesus Christ are praising God the Father now for their so-great salvation.



(3)  Both elect angels and all believers will praise God the Father forever for His perfect plan and their opportunity to exist as a part of that plan.


d.  This title is also used with reference to our Lord Jesus Christ.



(1)  Rom 1:25, “For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is praised forever. Amen.”



(2)  Rom 9:5, “whose are the fathers, and from whom is the Christ according to the flesh, who is over all, God praised forever. Amen.”

3.  “that I am not lying.”

a.  Paul was never a liar.  Not as an unbeliever, nor as a believer.  He could not be a liar and become or remain a Pharisee.  He could not be a liar and remain an apostle of Christ.


b.  Paul was telling the absolute truth about all that happened to him regarding adversity, trials, hardship, and difficulties as he has just mentioned in order to refute his critics.


c.  The implication is that Paul was also not lying about what God the Holy Spirit had revealed to him by way of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.


d.  God knew that Paul never lied about any doctrine he taught.  Nor did he lie about the trials and tribulations of his life.


e.  Paul did not exaggerate, embellish, or cause deception in any way about himself, his life, or the revealed word of God.


f.  Now Paul will tell us about his weaknesses and failures as a believer, and again, he will not lie, but tell the absolute truth.


g.  Lying is a verbal sin and is never tolerated by God, even for the highest of motives; for example, to spare the feelings of someone else.  It is always better not to say anything rather than lie about something.


h.  Lying is the normal modus operandi of Satan.


i.  Satan lies by deception, omission, commission, distortion, twisting the truth, and playing word games.  All these things are types and systems of lying.



(1)  Deception is using what you say to mislead someone else into believing that something is true when it is in fact not true.



(2)  Omission is lying by leaving something out of what you are saying in order to make someone think you mean something else.



(3)  Commission is the deliberate act of telling someone something that is false.



(4)  Twisting the truth is saying something that is true but distorting the meaning to serve your own corrupt and selfish purpose.



(5)  Playing word games is like saying it depends on what the meaning of “is” is.  This is also a part of twisting the truth and deception.


j.  None of these forms of lying are condoned by the righteousness of God, and Paul never engaged in any of them.  Paul told the truth and suffered greatly for it.


k.  Most people do not want to hear the truth, because it destroys their unrealistic beliefs about what is true or what they would like to be true.  People would rather believe the lie and live in self-deception than face the truth and deal with themselves and reality.


l.  People lie for many reasons.



(1)  The major reason for lying is fear.  People are afraid of getting caught, found out, or being seen for what they really are.



(2)  People lie because they lust for something.  People lie to gain power, sex, approbation, money, etc.



(3)  People lie because they do not want to face reality.  This is the motivation behind self-deception.  People will tell themselves for years that they are still in love with someone, when there has been no love there at all.



(4)  People lie for revenge motivation.  Some people lie just to hurt and get back at others.  This is the motivation behind slander, maligning, gossip, and other sins of the tongue.


m.  Scripture.



(1)  Ps 116:11, “I said in my alarm, ‘All men are liars.’”



(2)  Prov 17:4, “An evildoer listens to wicked lips; A liar pays attention to a destructive tongue.”



(3)  Prov 19:22, “What is desirable in a man is his kindness, And it is better to be a poor man than a liar.”



(4)  Prov 30:6, “Do not add to His words Or He will reprove you, and you will be proved a liar.”



(5)  Jn 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him.  Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”



(6)  Rom 3:4, “May it never be!  Rather, let God be found true, though every man be found a liar, as it is written, ‘That You may be justified in Your words, And prevail when You are judged.’”



(7)  1 Tim 1:9-10, “Knowing this that to the righteous one the law does not apply but to the lawless ones [anti-establishment types] and undisciplined ones [rejecters of authority] to ungodly ones [those influenced by evil], and sinning ones [those influenced by sin], to unholy ones [reversionistic believers], and profane ones [reversionistic unbelievers], to murderers of fathers, to murderers of mothers, to murders in general, to fornicators, to homosexuals, to kidnappers, to liars, to perjurers and whatever else is opposed to correct doctrine.”



(8)  1 Tim 4:1-2, “But that same Holy Spirit explicitly communicates that in later periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some believers will abstain from doctrine paying attention to deceitful spirits and concentrating on doctrines from demons by means of hypocrisy from the source of human liars.”



(9)  1 Jn 2:4, “When anyone says, ‘I have come to know Him’, and does not keep [obey] His mandates, he is a liar and the Truth [doctrine] does not reside in Him.”



(10)  1 Jn 2:22, “What sort of a person is the liar, no one else but someone who denies that Jesus is the Christ.”



(11)  1 Jn 4:20, “If someone should allege, ‘I love God’ and yet he hates his fellow believer, he is a liar.  For he who does not love his fellow believer whom he has seen, is not able to be loving God Whom he has not seen.”



(12)   1 Jn 5:10, “When anyone believes in the Son of God, he has this testimony in himself, when anyone does not believe the God, he has made Him a liar because he has not believed in the deposition which God has testified concerning His Son.”



(13)  Rev 21:8, “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”
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