2 Corinthians 11:30



 - is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “If and it’s true.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the impersonal verb DEI, meaning “it is necessary, one must or has to.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the situation within which Paul finds himself produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the present deponent middle/passive infinitive from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast, to take pride in someone or something.”


The present tense is an aorist present to describe the action as a fact without reference to its progress, beginning, or end.


The deponent middle/passive voice functions in an active sense and indicates that the situation produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which completes the action of the main verb.

“If it is necessary to boast [and it is],”

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article, meaning “the things.”  With this we have the adverbial genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun ASTHENEIA, which means “weakness” plus the first person singular possessive genitive personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my.”  The entire object is translated “the things with reference to my weakness.”  Then we have the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, with means “to boast, to take pride in.”


The future tense is a predicative future to affirm what is about to take place.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning with Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I will boast about the things with reference to my weakness.”
2 Cor 11:30 corrected translation
“If it is necessary to boast [and it is], I will boast about the things with reference to my weakness.”
Explanation:
1.  “If it is necessary to boast [and it is],”

a.  Paul is being very sarcastic here.


b.  He is thinking about his opponents and critics and how they think it is so important to boast and brag about their accomplishments to others as a part of their deception and false teaching.


c.  So Paul has had to resort to their tactics in order to refute them on their battlefield.


d.  They seem to think boasting is so important, while Paul does not.  But Paul steps into the ring with them to do battle with them under their own terms, because he has been so directed through the ministry of the Holy Spirit.


e.  So Paul is saying something like this, “So you think it is so necessary to boast about what you have done.  Fine, I’ll play that game with you.  Let’s assume that it is necessary to boast.”


f.  Paul’s critics are delighted at this statement, because they think they have drawn Paul into their trap.  They are trying to get him to brag and boast about himself, so that they can again be critical of him and say, “See, he is no different than we are.  He brags about himself just as we do.”


g.  However, Paul will not fall into their trap, but sets them up for another left hook to the solar plexus, in order to knock the wind out of them. 

2.  “I will boast about the things with reference to my weakness.”

a.  Paul now delivers the blow to his opponents.


b.  He will boast and brag, just as his opponents want him to, but it will not be about the great things he has done.


c.  Instead Paul will boast about how he has failed, about his weakness to apply doctrine correctly, about his inability to trust God.


d.  Paul will describe in detail his own failure with regard to one aspect of the spiritual life and what God did to solve the problem.


e.  So what Paul’s critics expect is not what they get.  They expect to get Paul’s arrogance.  Instead they get a large dose of Paul’s genuine humility.


f.  Paul was genuinely humble.  He was not self-effacing or self-deprecating.  He was honest with himself and others.


g.  We all have weaknesses.  God has all the solutions.


h.  Rarely do we ever think about boasting about how we have failed in the spiritual life and how God delivered us.  But this is exactly what Paul does here.  He will actually give two examples that will take us through 2 Cor 12:10.
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