2 Corinthians 11:15



- is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore,” which draws a self-evident conclusion.  With this we have the negative OU, meaning “absolutely not” with the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective MEGA, which means “big, large, great.”  Here it is used of rank and importance, and means “important, extraordinary, surprising.”  Plato used this expression this way, meaning “It is not surprising, if…”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “[it is].”  Then we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true,” but when used after verbs of emotion or emotional concepts (“surprising”), it means “that.”  This is followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural article and noun DIAKONOS, which means “servants, ministers.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the third person singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person pronoun meaning “his” and referring to Satan.  This is followed by the third person plural present middle indicative from the verb METASCHEMATIZW, which means “to change oneself, to transform oneself; to disguise oneself.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that exists throughout the Church Age.  This will not occur during the millennial reign of Christ.


The middle voice is a direct or reflexive middle, which refers the action back upon the subject as the one performing the action on himself.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered with factual information.  This mood demands an answer in the translation.

“Therefore, [it is] not a surprising thing that his servants also transform themselves”

 - is the conjunction HWS, used as an adverb of manner in indirect questions to indicate the manner in which something proceeds, occurs, happens.  It is translated “as.”  This is followed by the nominative masculine plural noun DIAKONOS, meaning “servants, ministers” with the descriptive genitive feminine singular from the noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness.”  The rhetorical question demands agreement.
“as servants of righteousness, is it?  No, of course not.”
 - is the objective genitive from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “of whom; whose.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, which means “end or goal toward which a movement is being directed, that is, outcome; especially also of the final goal toward which men and things are striving, of the outcome or destiny which awaits them in accordance with their nature.”
  Then we have the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “will be.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will certainly occur in the future.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning the destiny of Satan’s ministers of righteousness produces the action of being what it will be.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “according to” or “on the basis of their works.”
“Whose end will be on the basis of their works.”
2 Cor 11:15 corrected translation
“Therefore, [it is] not a surprising thing that his servants also transform themselves as servants of righteousness, is it?  No, of course not.  Whose end will be on the basis of their works.”

Explanation:
1.  “Therefore, [it is] not a surprising thing that his servants also transform themselves as servants of righteousness, is it?  No, of course not.”

a.  Paul comes to a self-evident conclusion of which all Church Age believers must become fully cognizant.


b.  It should not amaze, startle, or surprise any believer that the servants of Satan act just like him, and they do.


c.  Satan disguises his own sin and evil by covering it with works of self-righteousness and creature good.  So also his representatives do likewise.


d.  Satan has servants or ministers that perform his good works, his deeds of pseudo righteousness, his evil, and his sinfulness.


e.  These ministers of Satan do exactly as Satan does.  They are imitators of Satan just as we are imitators of Christ.


f.  They transform themselves into the messengers of the Light through their self-righteous arrogance, religious works, systems of doing good, and all the other evil philosophies and systems of thinking which demons teach them.


g.  Just as Satan disguises himself as being the one and only true messenger of God, that is, usurping the place of Jesus Christ, so also his ministers and servants on earth do the same thing.


h.  How do men transform themselves into becoming ministers of “righteousness”?



(1)  They may or may not have once believed that salvation is through faith alone in Christ.  That really doesn’t matter to them any more.  They have a different gospel message now that may or may not involve Christ.



(2)  They first reject the truth before accepting the lie, the deception, the false teaching of Satan and his demons.



(3)  They reject the word of God as infallible and the complete message of God.



(4)  They cannot accept some part of the word of God, so they reject the whole content of Scripture as the invention of mankind.



(5)  Then they replace the revelation of God with their own values and viewpoint.



(6)  Their system of values and viewpoint has been taught to them slowly but surely over the years by other apostles of Satan, such as ministers, educators, friends, loved ones, and even strangers (women love to learn from and accept things from total strangers—see Gen 3).



(7)  They take their accumulated doctrine from demons that they have been learning all their life and mix it with their erroneous ideas about God and the nature of salvation and begin to teach others.



(8)  Satan then ensures their promotion into positions of visibility and prominence in his kingdom, so that his erroneous message, which they have learned over the years, can spread.



(9)  Others hear them say the same thing that hundreds of other ministers of Satan are saying from religious pulpits everywhere, and therefore conclude that this must be what the word of God says.



(10)  They are now full fledged ministers of Satan, making people believe that they are representing God, when in fact they are representing Satan, and do not even recognize themselves that they are doing so.


i.  This evangelization into the thinking of the cosmic system should never come as a surprise to any believer with doctrine in their soul.  However, the sad thing is that as a nation becomes more and more degenerate, these ministers of righteousness fill the client nation, and very few believers ever recognize what is happening.

2.  “Whose end will be on the basis of their works.”

a.  There is a parallel passage in Rom 2:6-8, “Who will render judgment to each one according to his works.  To those on the one hand who, on the basis of expectation of a good work are seeking eternal life, there is glory, honor, immortality, but to those on the other hand, who from inordinate ambition also disobey the truth [gospel], but continue obeying injustice [evil resulting from rejection of the love God], [there is] anger [judgment from God in time] and wrath [judgment from God in eternity].”


b.  The final outcome for those unbelievers who reject the love of God offered in eternal salvation is the judgment of their human good, their good deeds, their good works at the Last Judgment, Rev 20:12-15, “Then I saw the dead, the great and the insignificant, standing before the throne, and books [the books of good works of the unbeliever] were opened.  And another book was opened, which is [the book] of life; then the dead were judged from the things, which had been written in the books on the basis of their works.  Then the sea gave up the dead [Nephilim], those in it; also death and Hades gave up the dead, those in them; then they were judged, each one, on the basis of their works [human good].  Then death, even Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.  This, the lake of fire, is the second death.  And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”


c.  The final outcome for those believers who reject the love of God offered in the word of God are evaluated at the Judgment Seat or Evaluation Throne of Christ.  They do not lose their eternal salvation, but they definitely lose blessing for both time and eternity.  One of the blessings they lose for time is the opportunity to rule with Christ in time for a thousand years during His millennial reign.


d.  God never judges us on the basis of our personal sins, Rom 8:1, “There is now therefore no judgment to those who are in Christ Jesus.”


e.  God always judges us on the basis of our trying to replace His thoughts, ideas, concepts, that is, His word with our own thoughts, ideas, and concepts.


f.  This is what Satan has done and has been attempting to get man to do since the Garden of Eden.


g.  Our works are not our sins, but the evil human good we attempt to produce.  It is everything we do to try and improve Satan’s kingdom through his doctrine, his thinking, his standards, and his values.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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