2 Corinthians 10:6



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the preposition EN plus the dative of relationship to indicate a state of being from the neuter singular adjective HETOIMOS, which is used as a substantive and means “in a state of readiness.”  Then we have the nominative first person masculine plural present active participle from the verb ECHW, which means “to have or hold.”


The nominative masculine plural refers to those male believers that have spiritual authority over another group of believers, such as apostles, pastors, deacons.


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that spiritual leaders in the local church produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial and with the conjunction KAI functions as a main verb.  The verb ECHW with this prepositional phrase is a Greek idiom.  Literally it says “we have in readiness,” but it means “we are ready.”

“And we are ready”

- is the aorist active infinitive from the verb EKDIKEW, which has two basic meanings, “(1) avenge someone, take vengeance for something or on someone, take one’s revenge Rom 12:19, and (2) to procure justice for someone, to get justice, punish something or someone, do justice to one’s official position.”
  Here it means to “punish.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Paul and others are ready to produce the action.


The infinitive is a substantival infinitive used to modify a verb (here a participle that functions as a main verb).  It explains, limits, or modifies a verb.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” and the noun PARAKOĒ, which means “unwillingness to hear, disobedience.”

“to punish all disobedience [unwillingness to hear],”

 - is the temporal conjunction HOTAN, which means “at the time that, whenever, when of an action that is conditional, possible, and, in many instances, repeated.  It is used with the subjunctive mood, in which case HOTAN often approaches the meaning of EAN, since the time-reference also indicates the conditions under which the action of the main clause takes place.  It is used with the aorist subjunctive, when the action of the subordinate clause precedes that of the main clause.”
  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PLĒROW, which means “bring something to completion, finish something already begun.”


The aorist tense is a dramatic aorist, which represents the use of the aorist for emphasis or dramatic effect.  It states a present reality with the certainty of a past event.  It describes something that has just happened, the effect of which is felt in the present.  Adverbs of time are often used with the dramatic aorist.


The passive voice indicates that the subject (the obedience of the Corinthians) receives the action of being brought to completion.


The subjunctive mood is potential to indicate the conditional aspect of the event being described.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” and the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HUPAKOĒ, which means “obedience.”

“whenever your obedience is brought to completion.”
2 Cor 10:6 corrected translation
“And we are ready to punish all disobedience [unwillingness to hear], whenever your obedience is brought to completion.”

Explanation:
1.  “And we are ready to punish all disobedience [unwillingness to hear],”

a.  Paul continues his explanation concerning the use of our spiritual weapons.


b.  The spiritual weapon of Bible doctrine in the soul can be used to destroy satanic fortresses of thought and human viewpoint thinking and reasoning.


c.  It is also used to destroy conceit, pride, and arrogance.


d.  Bible doctrine stands in opposition against any thought that is contrary to the love of God.


e.  Bible doctrine is also ready to punish all negative volition to doctrine—the unwillingness of believers to listen to the teaching of the word of God.


f.  As an apostle, Paul had the authority to punish those believers who rejected the word of God and even those believers who were unwilling to even listen to what he had to say.


g.  Paul also included other members of his team in this delegated authority from God.  This would include other communicators of doctrine such as Titus, Timothy, Apollos, etc.


h.  It never bothered Paul to use his God-given authority properly to punish those who rejected God.  Paul used this authority sparingly and carefully.  Paul understood the grace of God and was always gracious first and foremost to others.  However, whenever it was necessary he was not afraid to do what had to be done.  This is the message he is sending to certain believers in the Corinthian church who were still opposing his apostolic authority.


i.  Paul keys in on the big problem in Corinth—some of the people in the church just would not accept Paul’s authority and were unwilling to listen to him or anyone else and obey what the word of God said.


j.  This was a clear case of locked in negative volition.  The ultimate punishment from God would be the sin resulting in death, 1 Jn 5:16.


k.  Paul gives us an example of this in 1 Tim 1:20, “Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.”

2.  “whenever your obedience is brought to completion.”

a.  The action of this phrase precedes the action of the previous phrase.


b.  The obedience of the positive believers in Corinth must first be brought to completion before Paul or any of his representatives will take action against those with negative volition.


c.  This is the separation of the wheat from the chaff principle.



(1)  God does not punish the innocent with the guilty.



(2)  God is always fair and deals with each individual personally.



(3)  God may discipline a reversionistic believer and other believers who love that believer suffer by having to watch the reversionist suffer.  But the other believers do not suffer discipline from God just because they are associated with or love the reversionist.



(4)  God makes sure the advancing believers have completed their advance before He deals with the guilty.  This is one of the reasons why punishment of a client nation is delayed.  God is giving time for the obedience of recovering believers to be brought to completion before He disciplines the entire nation.



(5)  The good must be separated from the bad; the evil must be separated from the righteous.



(6)  God must bring positive volition to completion before He deals with negative volition.  This gives negative volition every opportunity and an equal amount of time to recover.


d.  God delivers the recovering believer before dealing with the locked in negative believer.


e.  Two principles are clear:



(1)  God will bring the positive believer to completion spiritually.



(2)  God will punish the negative believer.


f.  God ensures that the word of God continues to be taught clearly and accurately to both positive and negative believers, so that the positive believer has the opportunity for complete recovery from past negative volition and is prepared for the crisis, and so that the negative believer is left without excuse.


g.  Paul didn’t know how long it was going to take for the complete recovery of the Corinthian church, but he knew that they would have all the time they needed to recover and that at some point in the near future God was going to have Paul deal severely with those believers in Corinth who still rejected his authority.


h.  Obedience is brought to completion by:



(1)  Continuing to learn doctrine.



(2)  Continuing to apply doctrine objectively.



(3)  Obeying the word of God in all of its aspects and requirements.



(4)  Using rebound as necessary.


i.  Obedience, when brought to completion, produces genuine humility.  Paul wanted to finish developing the genuine humility of the positive believers in Corinth by the teaching of doctrine before he cut loose on the negative believers with divine discipline.
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